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£2.5 million raised
The Provincial AGM finished with the exciting news from the Provincial Grand Master that we have 
reached the sum of £2,500,000 on our quest to reach our target. I’m especially pleased and proud of 
everyone who has supported us to date, whether it’s a direct debit, a lodge donation, gift aid 
envelopes, sponsoring an event or even taking part every little helps. Eric Heaviside always said “The 
dripping tap will fill the bath” and it is indeed doing just that.

John Thompson – Festival Director

An extract from the PGM’s Address at the AGM, Dunston 29th 
June 2019
“The masonic charities are one of the major things we hold most dear, and Festival is the time for us, 
as a Province, to show our support for the Masonic Charitable Foundation. We are very proud and 
fortunate to be raising money in the name of The Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys and all of 
the money raised will be used to support children and young adults who need our support.

The financial and welfare support they provide to children and young people aims to reduce the 
impact of the tragedy and hardship they have experienced, often from a very early age. MCF support 
aims to enable higher academic attainment, improved standards of day-to-day living as well as better 
life and employment prospects. Currently, almost 2,000 Masonic children and young people are 
benefiting from our support across England and Wales each year, at a cost of around £9m per year.

In 2018 support for Masonic families in Durham totalled £400,475, with a further £150,500 
supporting 21 charities. That’s an average of £10,586 per week for those who need it most in our 
Province. This is equivalent to over £6m over the 11year time period between Festivals.

We are extremely proud of everyone who has accepted one of the challenges set by the Festival Team, 
this includes, running, walking, canoeing, cycling, skydiving, skiing next week and of course the 
dragon boat racing in September for which I’m informed we still have places.  I thank the organisers, 
sponsors, support teams and the participants which totals over 200 masons with their family and 
friends who to date have raised over £50,000.

Your generosity, from those with regular direct debits, donations from lodges, and of course our 
sponsored events is quite remarkable.

Together all of this support has increased our total raised to £2,500,000.  Congratulations to you all. 
Last year we raised an average of about £10,000 per week which was beyond our expectations but if 
you recall, the beneficiaries in our Province received on average £10,586 per week from the MCF last 
year. This goes to show how important it is to keep supporting the Masonic Charitable Foundation 
until our Festival conclusion in 2021. Remember Brethren, when we finish supporting the MCF in 2021 
they won’t stop supporting us.”

Lodge Awards
We are receiving many enquires from lodges with 
regard to their lodge total to enable them to plan 
for their next lodge award. As you can imagine 
with lodge donations, new direct debits and our 
many fundraising events, the totals are constantly 
changing. We encourage all Charity Stewards / 
Secretaries to plan ahead. The Provincial Diary 
fills up very quickly. We are very keen to ensure 
we can respond to a new award without delay and 
to ensure that a presentation can be given within 
the lodge. Gold awards will usually been done by a 
senior member of the executive team and 
Platinum awards will be done by the PGM or his 
Deputy.

168 Bronze Awards

104 Silver Awards

53 Gold Award

20 Platinum Award

The Grand Auction is now up and running with currently over 70 prizes and more 
being added weekly. 
The auction is online only and concludes on the night of the Promotions Meeting in November. We are asking and encouraging 
all lodges and individuals to donate a prize, service or experience to raise money for their lodge and ultimately The Festival. 
All money raised from an auction item will be split evenly between the donating lodge and the prize winners nominated lodge.

We already have a wide range of auction lots including a holiday home let, signed memorabilia, oil paintings, flight across the 
Province, football hospitality, fine ports, golf days and whiskeys etc.

Contact Auction Master Andrew Thompson to donate your prize [info@compost-uk.co.uk].
www.durham2021.org/product-category/2019-grand-auction/
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3 Province Pedal
The sun has now set on the third annual sponsored cycle ride organised in aid 
of the Durham 2021 Festival.

This year saw our team of 34 riders, ably supported by 6 support drivers, take 
on The Three Province Pedal. A 180 mile ride, from Leeds to Hartlepool via 
York, Beverley, Scarborough and Whitby, with the small matter of two days of 
climbs onto the North Yorkshire Moors along the way.

Friday morning saw our  Assistant Provincial Grand Master Michael Graham 
wave the riders off from Durham services as they journeyed on to their 
starting point at Leeds, and on arrival the Provincial Grand Master, John 
Arthur, was ready and waiting to wave off the team from the Provincial Office 
of the Province of Yorkshire West Riding. The team then climbed steadily 
away from Leeds towards Tadcaster and then on, largely without incident, to 
their first welcome lunch stop at Duncombe Place Masonic Hall in York.

After a lunch and a presentation to a representative from the building of one 
of our ride shields, the team set off along small country roads towards their 
first evenings accommodation in Beverley. Whilst the route was relatively flat. 
there were a couple of hairy moments, where members of our team were 
nearly taken out by mad tractor drivers and a low loader. Thankfully, however, 
they made it to Beverley relatively unscathed.

After rehydrating and a lovely meal, our team members had a relatively early 
night in preparation for the next days ride.

8.30am saw the team setting off on route to Hunmanby. The morning’s ride 
was largely flat, although there were a couple of testing climbs near the end.

After a lunch provided by our very own Paul Quinn, ably assisted by his sous 
chef, Harry Prince, the weather began to close in, and after donning their 
waterproofs the team were off towards Scarborough.

A quick diversion to Scarborough Masonic Hall saw our team meeting up with 
the Provincial Grand Master for the Province of Yorkshire North and East 
Ridings, RWBro Jeff Gillyon, after they interrupted his festive board.

After a quick presentation, the team were back on their bikes and began what 
proved to be a tough 10 mile climb onto the moors via a strength sapping 
cinder track. The climb was followed by perhaps an even more terrifying 10 
mile downhill over rough ground, which was really appreciated by those on 
the road bikes – not!

At the end of a warm and humid day, the team congregated at a very pleasant 
micro brewery adjacent to the overnight accommodation in Whitby, where 
they were met by our Deputy Provincial Grand Master, Stephen Walker, and 
his wife. The day had certainly taken its toll and a couple of our riders needed 
to be checked over by medics. Thankfully, though, there was no lasting 
damage, and food and a good nights rest were the prescribed treatments 
required.

The final morning of this year’s event was undoubtedly the toughest section 
of the 3 days, involving some steep climbing out of Whitby and up onto the 
top of the North Yorkshire Moors.  Eventually our team reached the summit 
and enjoyed a wonderful downhill ride to Guisborough Masonic Hall, where 
Zetland Lodge, their family, and their friends had put on a wonderful lunch for 
our weary group.

There had been a couple of injuries along the way, but the final afternoon saw 
the full team back on their bikes and heading for the finish line. Crossing the 
Tees via the Newport Bridge, returning to our Province, they made for The 
Headland at Hartlepool, where they were met by their family and friends.

After three days of arduous riding, the team congregated on the Pilot Pier and 
were delighted to announce to John Arthur, who was once again on hand to 
meet them, that their collective efforts had raised £25,000 for the Durham 
2021 Festival in aid of the RMTGB/MCF.

Well done team, and many, many thanks, to all who supported them.
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A Message from the Festival Director
Another busy quarter which has seen our cyclists taking on a 180 mile cycle ride, our canoeists being 
challenged by The Great Glen, our walkers strolling from Crimdon Dene to Seaham, our skydivers jumping 
from 15,000 ft and our skiers skiing the height of Everest and beyond. 

But the big announcement came at the Annual General Meeting from our Festival President John Arthur 
when he revealed that our Festival total now stands at £2,500,000. A truly tremendous feat from Durham 
Masons supported by their family and friends. But its important we keep pushing on until our conclusion in 
2021. We have some exciting events planned for 2020 our last full year of fundraising and I’m sure everyone 
will get behind those individuals taking part. Full details of our 2020 program will be out towards the end 
of the year.

In the meantime we still have places left if you fancy taking part in one of our last major events of 2019. 
The Dragon Boat Festival is on 1st September, Entry is £30, all you need to do is to turn up and paddle a boat 
with 19 others in your team. If you haven’t got a team don’t worry, we will find you one. It will be a family 
day out with lots of fun.  Please get in touch to register or if you want more information. Please contact Paul 
Quinn our Festival Secretary at paul.quinn@durham2021.org .

Our Auction is now up and running and already bids are in excess of £2,000. Don’t forget to get your bid in.

Barnard Lodge 150 Not Out
The PGM and his team took the trip south to Barnard Castle to celebrate their 150th Anniversay. In the 
second rising the Worshipful Master presented John with a cheque for £1,230 pounds towards the 2021 
Festival, the figure matching the lodge number. This contribution meant that the lodge had achieved their 
gold award for meeting the target and John was very pleased to be able to present the lodge Charity 
Steward, Ian Groves, with a gold lapel bin to recognise their efforts. John thanked the members for their 
support and said that he looked forward to being able to present them with their Platinum award!

Coastal Walk
On Sunday 12th May 2019 the Brethren and families of the Durham Province set off for a 12 mile coastal walk from Crimdon Dene to Seaham Masonic Centre.  
The Festival Director started off the walk announcing that even before the 22 walkers and 6 marshals set off, they had raised £3,000 towards the Durham 2021 
Festival. He thanked each one of them for taking on this challenge and thanked Ivan Lowther for suggesting and organising the event. The sun was shining when 
the walkers set off and the heat continued to rise throughout the day.  Along the way there was plenty of water and chocolate bars for the walkers, to boost 
their energy levels. Also on hand to greet them was the Provincial Grand Master John Arthur, his wife Joan and their trusty dog, who attends most of the outside 
Festival Events each year.

The walkers enjoyed some fabulous views along the North East coastline and the company of some local wildlife, including a Grass Snake. Support was on hand 
from the Coastguard in case anyone got into difficulty but thankfully, apart from a few blisters, the event went off without a hitch.

The going was tougher than anticipated, with some challenging uphill sections and whilst this was perhaps not the anticipated "stroll", the camaraderie and 
the "craic" were great and with Seaham Masonic Centre opening its doors for refreshments, all of our walkers got a second wind and crossed the finish line with 
smiles on their faces.  

Congratulations to all 22 walkers for making it to the end and for raising over £5000 for the Festival.

Thank you to Seaham Masonic Centre and the support team, without whom, these events would not be possible.

Also don’t forget our 2019 GNR runners who will be taking on the iconic race once again on 8th September 2019. 

Thanks to everyone who has taken part in our events, to our sponsors and volunteers for making our events such a success.

Remember the MCF is here to help.  If you think they may be able to help you or someone you know please make the call or contact your Almoner or 
Benevolent Representative. This can be done very confidentially by contacting the MCF enquiry line: 0800 035 60 90.
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Commercial Travellers Lodge 
achieves gold award
Commercial Travellers Lodge No 5089 welcomed the 
Assistant Provincial Grand Master, Gordon Brewis to 
help them celebrate their 90th Anniversary and to 
present him with a cheque to the value of £1800.00, 
towards the 2021 Festival thereby achieving their 
Gold Award target.

Jarrow Grange Lodge achieve gold 
The Assistant Provincial Grand Master, Michael 
Graham made a formal visit to Jarrow Grange Lodge, 
who meet at the Masonic Hall, Grange Road, Jarrow, 
on Monday the 13th May. The purpose of his visit was 
to present the Provincial Grand Masters Award to the 
lodge for achieving their gold status for the 2021 
Festival and to present a certificate for 60 years of 
continued service to John Pike.

Lodge of Freedom achieves gold award
Wednesday 1 May saw the Lodge of Freedom open its doors to welcome members and guests to its meeting 
in this the 99th year since its foundation with all looking forward to the Centenary celebrations in 2020. On 
this occasion they welcomed Deputy Provincial Grand Master Stephen William Walker who was delighted to 
be in attendance to present the award to recognise the Lodge’s achievement of reaching its Gold target of 
£17,000. This had been achieved by a good number of the members contributing under the Continuous 
Giving scheme with other members taking part in the fundraising events eg. The Three Peaks Challenge, the 
Coast to Coast Cycle ride etc. and various donations.

Old Dunelmian Gold Award 
On a very warm Friday 12th July, Past Assistant Provincial Grand Master, David Sanders Hay was honoured 
to be the representative of the Provincial Grand Master at the Installation meeting of the Old Dunelmian 
Lodge No. 8100, held in the Luce Theatre of Durham School. This was to be a double celebration with the 
Installation as Master of a stalwart of both School and Lodge, Godfrey William Hedley and a 100% Gold 
Target Award for contributions to the Durham 2021 Festival for the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys 
(RMTGB).

Johnstonian Lodge strikes gold
Johnstonian Lodge’s June meeting saw The Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master, Stephen William Walker 
lead an Area Team Visit to mark the membership’s 
outstanding achievement of reaching their 2021 
Festival Gold Award.

Golden Lodges

Durham Lodge of Installed Masters
In May, Festival Director John Thompson was admitted as a joining member of the lodge and took the opportunity to 
thank the lodge for its continuing support of the Festival and presented the Worshipful Master with the Gold Award 
Certificate and the Charity Steward with the gold award pin badge with the grateful thanks of the festival team. 

Westoe Lodge No 4750 achieves gold award
Gold medal awarded for the 2021 festival on a Gold medal ceremony evening. The hard work and dedication of the 

Westoe Brethren was on show on an evening when Bro Ken Smith took his 16th regular step into freemasonry as the 
stand in candidate for the 1st degree ceremony.

The Christmas cards are here
The Christmas cards have arrived at 
Provincial Office and will be dispatched to 
participating lodges before the end of 
August. This will give lodges sufficient time 
to sell them prior to the festive period. 
Unfortunately due to a packing error, we only 
have Christmas cards for 140 lodges.

As a result cards 25 lodges with the fewest 
members have been omitted from the initial 
distribution. We will contact these lodges to 
discuss options.
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Canoe The Great Glen
Between 24th and 28th May 2019, Brethren from the Lodge of Progress No. 8259 navigated the Great 
Glen, within the Province of Inverness-shire, in support of the 2021 Festival, taking in the majesty of the 
Caledonian Canal, Loch Lochy, Loch Oich, and the mighty Loch Ness, a total distance of 96km.

Just to be different, and always up for a challenge, this was achieved using Canadian open canoes, over 
four wet and windy days.

The team consisted of Don Mackenzie, David Frew, Malcom Lynn, Stephen McLaughlin and Ronnie Fraser. 
Ground support was supplied by David Mason, ably assisted by his wife Heather, and Steven Taylor, 
without whose combined efforts the team could not have achieved their aim.

Ronnie stated “It must be the first event where I’ve returned heavier than I started; the conditions were 
challenging, but comfort and brotherly love were extended to us at every twist and turn by our Scottish 
Brethren. Special thanks go to Ian Campbell Elliott and all the brethren at Lodge Lochiel 1200 in particular, 
who provided shelter on our first night in the Highlands”.

“It was a lovely touch to be welcomed onto the Caledonian Canal by the Provincial Grand Master of 
Inverness-shire David Crilley; at one point I thought he was going to get into one of the boats.

I suspect he wanted to, having been a keen canoeist in his youth and he was able to give us some sound 
advice (Turn around now)”.

Next year’s challenge has already been discussed over a few drams and the seeds have been sown for 
another canoeing adventure in support of this fantastic Festival.

Finally, we wish to thank our medical support team, consisting of Dr William Horsley and his son Caden, 
along with Dr Neil Gammack.

Rat Race Versus Man 
https://e0124.everydayhero.com/uk/mason-versu
s-coast-lakes-mountain

Paul Johnson has decided to challenge himself and 
at the same time raise money for this excellent 
cause and complete the 3 most challenging 
adventure runs out there; the Rat Race Man Versus 
series :-

6th July 2019 Rat Race Man v Coast 
This breathtaking 23 mile route takes in high 
cliffs, brooding moorland, picture-perfect 
beaches, crashing waves, big swells, rough-hewn 
rocks, water jumps and short swims. Start-line at 
St Michael’s Mount, the route will weave its way 
coast to coast from one side of the Cornish 
peninsula to the other, taking in a course that is 
exciting beyond belief. 

20th July 2019 Rat Race Man v Lakes 
Striking out with an audacious and surreal crossing 
of the quicksands of Morecambe Bay, before 
heading north through mountainous country on a 
rollercoaster running route that brings you to the 
foot of England’s most famous Lake. You then 
proceed higher into the hills and forests of the 
area and immerse yourself into the Lake itself, 
tackling short wades, swims, slides, jumps and an 
amazingly bold floating assault course. A 
trademark Man Vs “Vertical Kilometre” will push 
those quads to breaking point and help to rack up 
a whopping 4200ft of ascent before you psych 
yourself up for a “Swallows and Amazons” rope 
swing suspended from a crane. A final push takes 
you further in to the heart of Lakeland for a serene 
kayak loop on Lake Coniston just before you finish 
at around 28 miles. 

7th September 2019 Rat Race Man v 
Mountains 
This legendary mountain 22 mile adventure run 
starts at sea level in the stunning Caernarfon 
Castle and weaves its way to the summit of 
Snowdon and down the other side into Dinorwic 
Quarry where we’ve thrown in an array of 
punishing obstacles, including the infamous 
Vertical Kilometre, for you to tackle before you can 
cross the finish line victorious.

That’s over 73 miles of punishment and surely 
such an effort is worth your support!

Perseverance Lodge achieves silver 
award
Assistant Provinical Grand Master Michael 
Graham presents the Silver Award to 
Perseverance Lodge WM Bob Hamilton to 
acknowledge the progress the lodge has made in 
supporting our Festival.

Dunelm Lodge achieves silver 
award
“On 23rd May 2019 the South Area Director, Mike 
Smithies of the Durham 2021 Festival had the 
greatest of pleasure to present the Silver Pin 
Badge to the Lodge Charity Steward Mick 
Redpath. Dunelm Lodge recently smashed 
through the 66% target and are now well on the 
way to achieving the Gold Award.”

Silver awards
We would like to congratulate Crook Lodge on attaining the Silver Award and we encourage them in their 
efforts towards the gold award. Unfortunately we don’t have photos from this presentation.
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Child Protection
Last year, over 201,000 child protection referrals 
were made as a result of domestic abuse, with 
more than 15,000 children supported by refuges 
or community-based services.

With our support, charities like Centre 56 can 
continue to support women and children suffering 
from or at risk of domestic abuse. Centre 56 will 
use our £15,000 grant to support hundreds of 
women and children in North Liverpool with 
childcare, information and support.

Many Thanks

These are just some of the very generous 
donations received since the last newsletter. 

Durham Benevolence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£25000

Saint Peter’s Lodge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£3000

Durham Lodge of Mark Master Masons  . . .£2500

Barnard Lodge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1230

Ryton St. Mary’s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1000

Vulcan Lodge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£600

Willington Lodge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£500

Longscar Lodge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£500

Lodge of Industry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£500

Doric Lodge £500

Lodge of Fraternity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£500

Lodge of Benevolence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£500

Norman Chapter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£500

Darlington Lodge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£500

Albion Lodge £500

Great Priory of Durham  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£500

Crowley Lodge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£400

Harbour of Refuge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£300

Roger de Ferry Lodge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£300

Can you
Ride the Dragon
September 1st 2019

Entry
• Open to individuals, lodges or masonic centres.
• Entrants must be 16 or older.
• Family &  friends welcome
• Cost £30 per person or £500 per boat.

Sponsorship 
You will have a dedicated everyday hero sponsorship page to help 
maximize your sponsorship.

Qualifying Races
• Course length 200m.
• Teams of up to 20 rowers including reserves.
• Each team will have a minimum three timed races.
• The fastest times will be entered into the Grand Final.

2019 Dragon Boat Champions of Tees 
This is an organised event with many teams and the Grand Final 
will be a race to the finish where all the dragon boats that can 
be safely raced together will race one last time.

Awards Ceremony 
Specially engraved trophies are awarded to the captain’s of 
the top three teams and winners’ medals to each member of 
the winning crew.

To enter as an individual or team 
please contact Dave Green 
davegreen599@hotmail.com 

Grant to Teams and 
Bensham Community Care
Isolated and vulnerable older men in 
Gateshead will be able to have fun and make 
new friends, thanks to a £10,000 grant from 
Durham Freemasons to Teams and Bensham 
Community Care. Around 20 local men are 
already collected by minibus and taken to a 
lunch club once a week, where they can 
socialise, take part in quizzes and games 
including Wii competitions, and get a home 
cooked lunch. Demand is high and the grant 
will fund a second weekly lunch club.

Lodge of Industry
Our Northern Area Director Ian Turnbull recently 
made the trip to Gateshead to present Lodge of 
Industry with their silver award.

Ian congratulated the Charity Steward Tony 
Richardson and the brethren for their efforts and 
continuing support to the festival.
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Chloe’s story
“During a dance competition, I ran across the 
stage and suddenly heard a loud ‘bang’. I 
wondered what the sound was, but as they say 
‘the show must go on’ so I continued to perform, 
despite being in agony. After the competition, I 
had to rest my foot for six weeks – once the 
swelling had gone down, I discovered I no longer 
had an arch in my foot. Doctors then realised that 
the pain I had been experiencing was because my 
arch had been slowly collapsing.

“I was then granted a full scholarship to Urdang, 
the best school for dance in the country. The 
previous year, I had been offered a place without 
funding which wasn’t an option as I couldn’t afford 
the fees. After I was offered the scholarship, I 
went to see the Urdang physiotherapists, but they 
didn’t know what was wrong and sent me home 
because I couldn’t dance.

“Then, the Almoner from my dad’s Lodge put me 
in touch with the Masonic Charitable Foundation. 
I had my operation earlier this year. The prognosis 
is that I will be able to dance again and I hope to 
rejoin Urdang next year.”

Sky Dive
A Personal note from our organizer Michael Graham Snr.

“Today, Friday 6th June it has been an honour and pleasure to be  the organiser of this Tandem Skydive 
event with each Skydiver raising money for the Durham 2021 Festival. After an informal presentation held 
in Hartlepool Masonic Hall 10 names were put forward to take part,  and so began the steady process of 
getting sponsors to donate towards the Festival target and a magnificent total of over £5,000 was in 
place as we all met nice and early at Peterlee 
Parachute Centre.

Our thoughts are with Angela who sustained a 
shoulder injury in the cycle ride just a few days 
previous and was unable to attend. The remaining 9 
were then put through the checking in process and 
training, being ready to kit up at about 11am. Their 
jump would be from the maximum altitude, 15,000 
feet giving them over a minute in free fall and then 
5 minutes under the parachute before landing.  Lee 
Harrison was selected to go early to fill a lift of 
Tandem Students from a previous course and I 
jumped with him complete with camera to record it. 
The jump went well and on landing Lee was keen to 
tell the others how brilliant it was.

In the next 2 lifts of the aircraft the remaining 
Durham brethren made their jumps and all were on 
a high after their return to terra firma , exchanging 
the thrills which can only be experienced by 
jumping yourself. John Arthur our PGM and his good 
lady and the Festival Director John Thompson were 
both in attendance to give their support to this 
superb effort by all involved.

 On a personal and sad note I made my second jump 
of the day and very last skydive with 4 of our 
Tandem jumpers before retiring from a sport that I 
have been involved with since 1980. This event will 
be repeated next year and should you wish to take 
part please send your details to Michael Graham 
Senior. There will be a free skydive to one of the 
names put forward kindly donated by Peterlee 
Parachute Centre.”

Titanic Event 
at Wear Valley Lodge
A big thank you to all those who 
attended our Titanic "A Night to 
Remember" on the 13th April and 
made a great effort to dress up for 
the occasion. A great night was had 
by all in Shildon Masonic Hall with 
the magnificent sum of £500 being 
raised for the 2021 festival.
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The Great North Run

September 8th
Our team of runners are gearing up for The Great 
North Run. There is still time left to donate and 
any support is much appreciated.

https://e0124.everydayhero.com/uk/gnr-2019-1

Beer and Cider Festival
The beer festival kicked off with a sponsors and VIP event on Thursday 4th and was open to the public 
from Friday evening until Sunday when a barbecue and live music brought the event to a close. The profits 
made over this weekend are all going towards Chester le Street Lodges  2021 festival targets and the event 
has been arranged by the charity stewards of Chester le Street. To celebrate the weekend a special whisky 
infused cider had been commissioned named Whisky 2021 and it was only fitting that this was the first 
of the 18 beers and 20 ciders on offer to be completely sold out. Another amazing event from the brethren 
in Chester Le Street

2021 Festival Masonic Skiing 
Challenge
As the festival appeal has gone on, the ways 
to raise money have become harder and 
harder to come by. It occurred to me that it 
might be possible to use a sport I am 
passionate about to raise funds for the 
festival. The idea was discussed with the 
Festival Director and a plan was formed to try 
and encourage as many people as possible to 
get involved. It was hoped that by setting 
several smaller targets building to the main 
target of skiing the height of Mount Everest 
that people who perhaps had only done a 
small amount of skiing might want to 
participate and after a meeting between 
W.Bro John Thompson, myself and the Head 
of the Ski School at Sunderland we also 
decided to provide lessons for anyone that 
might want to learn how to ski in order to 
take up the challenge. The event was then 
put to the membership. Unfortunately, we 
had no takers for the lessons, but on Sunday 
7th July 9 skiers descended on Silksworth 
Sports Complex. There was a wide range of 
ages with our oldest participant, Malcolm, 
being 85. Many were supported by family and 
friends. We were joined by W.Bro John 
Thompson and the obligatory Photo shoot 
took place and shortly after 12:00pm we 
were off and the descents started to mount 
as the afternoon wore on. At around 2pm we 
where joined by the PGM RWBro John Arthur 
and his support spurred us all on with Steve, 
one of our younger skiers, completing his 56 
descents shortly thereafter. Steve then took a 
short break before returning to the slope to 
complete a total of over 100 descents, more 
than the height of all 3 mountains combined. 
All told we hope to have raised more than 
£2500 and are already looking at options for 
next year.

David Lonsdale - Ski Event Organiser

Stuart Major runs Manchester 
Half Marathon
Stuart competed in his first ever half marathon on 
the 19th May 2019, in Manchester. He used this 
experience to raise money for a good cause and 
also his training to take part in his second half 
marathon in September when he joins 15 others in 
the Durham 2021 GNR Team. We wish them all the 
best of luck.


