
Total raised so far £808,567

Many Thanks

Just some of the donations we’ve had 
since the last newsletter. We appreciate 
all donations, so apologies if yours is not 
mentioned.

£5,000 Agricola Lodge No. 7741

£2,021 Eardulph Lodge No. 6645

£2,000 Restoration Lodge No. 111

£1,000 St Hilda Lodge No. 240

£1,000 Lambton Lodge No. 375

£1,000  Rowland Burdon Lodge  
 No 3960

£900  Conside Lodge No. 7179

£500  Marquis of Granby No124

£250  Tristram Chapter

£2,000  Clarence Lodge No 2462
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FESTIVAL NEWS

A man never stands as tall as when he kneels to help a child.

A message from the Festival Director 
Brethren, we are finally in Festival; our launch at the Sage Gateshead was a musical 
spectacular witnessed by over 1000 masons and their family and friends. I should like to 
take this opportunity to thank everyone who has put in such an enormous amount of effort to 
stage this event, it exceeded even my and Project Manager Andrew Thompson’s ambitions. The 
PGM announced our target as £2,712,768 which, with the donations already made, leaves us 
just less than £2,000,000 to raise over the next 5 years. I am sure that, with your support, we 
will reach that target — and maybe even exceed it! Our next large project is the Raby Gala so, 
once again, please involve your family and friends and let’s have a wonderful day out in July.
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Sage Launch Event

Twelve months of preparation and planning had finally come to an end on the 
morning of Sunday 24th January 2016. Andrew and John Thompson’s vision of a 
Festival launch was here. The venue was the iconic Sage Gateshead, the impressive 
world class music venue on the banks of the River Tyne; a stunning location to launch 
the Durham 2021 Festival. Over 1000 tickets were sold to brethren and their families 
to witness the musical launch of the RMTGB festival.

Although the event didn’t start until 7pm, the day started at 12pm for John and his 
team led by Andrew Thompson the Project Manager for the launch. It was going to be 
a long day for musical Director Peter Johnson to pull the show together in 5 hours.

Fortunately Peter was working with performers who were very professional, and the 
hours of planning that preceded the event made the day run smoothly. 

As promised, the audience was treated to a night of entertainment, but with a strong 
message throughout the night with short 3 minute videos to highlight the work 
currently being done by the trust.

The Festival President and Provincial Grand Master RWBro Eric Heaviside welcomed 
the 1000 strong crowd and invited them to enjoy the evening ahead. Cont—>



Where can I  
wear my Jewel

Brethren, there 
seems to be some 
confusion where 
a Festival Steward 
can wear the 
Festival jewel.  
If you have qualified 
as a Steward of 
the Festival and 
you have elected 
to wear the jewel, 
you are entitled to 
wear the jewel in all 

craft lodges within the Province of Durham 
and all Holy Royal Arch Chapter meetings. 
These are not to be worn in any other side 
degrees. These are not to be worn outside 
of our Province without agreement from 
that local Provincial Executive. If the jewel 
is worn with a chapter jewel, the Festival 
Jewel is to be worn on the outside of the 
chapter jewel.

Christmas Cards
As popular as the cards were we still 
have 25 lodges who haven’t paid for 
their allocation. All proceeds from the 
cards will be credited against your lodge 
target, so please send your cheque to 
Provincial Office without delay. Cheques 
should be made payable to “Durham 
Benevolence Trading Limited” and have 
your name, Lodge number and “From the 
sale of Christmas Cards” written on the 
reverse.

Durham 2021 
FESTIVAL NEWS

A man never stands as tall as when he kneels to help a child.

—>The performers included 
Jasmine Elcock, Emily 
Douglas and Stephen Raine 
 — all recipients of RMTGB 
support — as well as the 
musical delight of local 
community group Enter 
CIC, local entertainer Chris 
Tame supported by Chasing 
Mumford and the sound 
of pipes and drums from 
Houghton le Spring Pipe 
Band. 

The night also included videos highlighting the support given by the RMTGB, through 
maintenance grants, Talent Aid and local non masonic grants through the Stepping 
Stones programme.

In November 2014, the PGM had presented the representatives of the RMTGB with 
a cheque for £500,000 and on this occasion a further cheque of £250,000 was 
presented on behalf of the brethren of Durham. Mike Woodcock, President of the 
Trust and Les Hutchinson, Chief Executive of the RMTGB took to a lectern each and 
suitably replied and thanked the PGM, The Festival Director and the brethren of 
Durham for their generosity in starting a Festival with £750,000 already banked. Mike 
and Les then described the important work done by the charity recounting the early 
beginnings.

The important announcement of the Festival target followed with an introduction 
by the PGM and the totalizer appeared on the video screen, the numbers appearing 
in reverse order with the figure finishing at £2,712,768. Eric asked the Brethren 
to support the Director and his team to reach our target. The Festival Director John 
Thompson finished by thanking all who 
had made the event possible, but he 
singled out the Project Manager Andrew 
Thompson whose initial idea of the Sage 
had been a daring one - but, as John said, 
“We did it!”  He went on to thank the 
Stewards for ... before mentioning the 
“jewel in the Crown” Peter Johnson the 
musical director for the launch event who 
had liaised with the acts and had pulled 
the show together with many weeks of 
planning. 

John finished the evening by asking the brethren to get behind the festival and to 
work together to raise the final £2,000,000 before 2021.

The retiring collection for the 2021 Festival raised in excess of £1,800.

For a full detailed account of the launch night visit the Festival website www.
durham2021.org. All videos mentioned can be viewed on our Festival YouTube 

account search Durham 2021.
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WBro Andrew Thompson  
Launch Project Manager
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Set Your Stall Out               
With more than 40 
Lodge stalls at Raby Gala, 
hosting one is a great 
way to enjoy the day, as 
well as raise funds for 
your Lodge target. Be it 
books, biscuits, bottles or 

buckaroo, all ideas are welcome. Ideally, we would like each 
Lodge represented, so if you’ve not signed up yet, please do 
so by contacting Bill Crutchley, Gala Deputy Director on  
07736 825 558, or bill6457@gmail.com

Caravan & Camping
Places are going quickly — 
Don’t miss out! Why not make 
a full weekend of the Gala? 
Contact George Slater on  
07890 561290, or  
george@gcslater.co.uk 

Gala Brochure
These will be issued for sale to Lodges 
in March. Purchase yours before the 
day at £10 or on the day for £15. 
One brochure admits one car. Why 
not purchase extra to give to Lodge 
widows or your friends? All proceeds 

from the brochures will be allocated against your Lodge target.

Grand Prize Draw
Each Lodge should now have been issued with a quantity of 

prize draw tickets to sell. 
These tickets can be sold to 
family and friends, not just 
the lodge members. If you 
need more please contact 

your hall ambassador. All proceeds from the sale of tickets 
will be allocated against your lodge target The draw will take 
place at the Gala and the prizes total £7,700! (1 x £5,000, 1 x 
£1,000, 2 x £500, 5 x £100 and 10 x £20). 

Gala Evening Entertainment
FRIDAY NIGHT

Tickets — £10.00 (includes Hog Roast)  
Contact Billy Duck on 01325 721 097 / 07764 223193  
or wduck100@aol.com  
Organised by the Mark Master Masons

SATURDAY NIGHT

Tickets — £20.00 (Includes Beach Party Food). 
Contact Barrie Tudberry on barrietudberry@hotmail.com 
Organised by the North East Corner

HAWAIIAN NIGHT
with music  by 
The Stonecutters

Raby Gala 2016
A Great Family Day Out
Grand Prize Draw

Saturday 2nd July 2016

Raby Gala 2016
A Great Family Day Out
Grand Prize Draw

1st prize £5000
2nd prize of £1000, 2 prizes of £500. 5 prizes of £100

and 10 prizes of £20

To be drawn at the Raby Gala on Saturday ,2nd July, 2016

Promoter : - Andrew PF Foster, Cadogan, 45 Hartford Rd , Darlington, DL3 8HF.   Registered with Sunderland City 
Council under Part 5 of Schedule 11 to the Gambling Act 2005.

A list of  prize winners may be obtained from the address above by enclosing a stamped; addressed envelope.                                                     

Name

Tel. No

Address

Postcode

£1 each
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Time to get 
fundraising
We now have some keen masons who have taken up the 
challenge to raise money for the festival and to support 
their lodge in reaching their target along the way.

Whatever the the individual or lodge can raise in donations, 
including Gift Aid, will be credited to the lodge or lodges he 
nominates; just let us know when you start fundraising. For 
further details of these activities and others please visit the 
news section of the festival website. Good luck and best wishes 
to the following in their endeavours:

Fundraisers
Richard Armstong 
Rowland Burdon No. 3960 — Guess how many mints in his jar.

Steve Hanaby 
Lodge of Harmony No. 4224 — Riding from Sunderland to  
Raby Castle.

Steven Whatt & James Mowatt 
Mowbray Lodge No. 5373 — Running in the Colour Obstacle 
Rush Run at Newcastle.

Eddie Gibson  
Crook Lodge No. 2019 — Running the Manchester Marathon.

Richard & Marie Kettlewell  
Hadrian’s Wall Walk 2016 — All monies will be split between the 
2021 Festival and the Darlington Memorial Special Care Baby Unit.

Events
TYNE RIVER CRUISE, Newcastle Quayside 
Friday 6th May, 7.30pm (18 years+) 
Tickets (£26) from WBro Allan Gurney, Fawcett Lodge  
07802 700 423 / agurney@uwclub.net

Dunelm Lodge Race Night, Darlington Masonic Hall 
Saturday 21st May, First race 7:45pm 
Tickets from Ken Tait — 07792 947186 or  
Mick Redpath — 07973 114701

Elvet Charity Event feat. Chris Tame, Durham Masonic Hall 
Friday, 29 April 2016, 6.45pm 
Tickets (£25) from Ivan Lowther — 07714288084 / 
ivanlowther@aol.com

Go to www.durham2021.org for further details on these events. 
If we have missed out your event, then maybe we haven’t been 
informed about it, let us know and we will get it on the social 
media sites, website and in the next edition.

Merchandise
If you’re selling, let us advertise it for you in the 
newsletter and on the website.

Fancy a new Cable Tow?
When was the last time 
your lodge had a new Cable 
Tow? You could buy one 
and donate it to your lodge, 
or the lodge could buy one 
directly. You would also be 

supporting  the Durham 2021 Festival for the Royal 
Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys. 

The Charity Steward of Beaconsfield Lodge 7768 
is hand splicing 10mm arctic white cotton 3 strand 
rope with an eye loop and a back loop. The strands 
each contain 156 threads which try at all times to ‘go 
straight’ and need to be twisted back into position 
after each tuck. Each cable tow is prepared with loving 
care.

Contact cabletow2021@gmail.com to place your 
order and arrange delivery. The cost is £25 each. All 
profits will be donated to the 2021 Festival.

 
BBQ Aprons

Colin Overton is selling BBQ 
aprons - MM, Provincial and 
Grand Lodge available at £12 
each (plus p&p). Contact 
Colin on 07535 385902.

Comming Soon!
Festival mugs and wrist-
bands coming soon, we’ll 
announce the details on the 
website and in the next issue. 
Watch this space. 
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The Target — How did  
we get that number?
The target for brethren of Durham has been set at £2,712,768.  
This number has been derived by the following method: 

• The target amount is based on the membership of each Lodge as stated in  
 the 2016 year book. 

• 10% reduction to the lodge membership figure has been applied to assist with 
 possible fluctuations in membership, dual memberships & non attendees. 

• All honorary lodge members are not counted within your membership numbers. 

• Your target will not alter from the start of the festival, i.e. if lodge membership 
 rises the target will not rise or reduce if membership declines. 

• Lodges that don’t initiate members have been given a target of 10% of their 
 membership as stated in the 2016 yearbook.

All lodges have been given their Lodge targets, and can all be viewed on the 
festival website. Lodge achievements will be given as shown below:

The Festival Jewel – 
Have you got yours?
925 have qualified as Festival Stewards 
- If you have qualified you should get 

yours soon. 

How much have I given?  
Have I qualified as a Festival 
Steward?

Due to confidentiality 
your Charity Steward does 
not have this information 
and is therefore unable to 
help with these queries, 
but the Festival Treasurer, 
Edwin Jefrey, and Festival 

Secretary, Paul Quinn, can inform you 
of how much you have donated to date. 
All personal requests are to be handled 
by phone or email on 07789 096334 
/ ejeffrey@pgldurham.org  or 07946 
41922 / paul.quinn@durham2021.org

The Brethren of St Oswald Lodge were 
presented with their Festival Jewels by 
APGM, WBro Stephen on a formal visit to 
the lodge in February. 10 members had 
qualified as festival stewards with a further 
7 signing up on the night. A tremendous 
start for this Darlington Lodge.

Currently qualified 
0 Lodges

Platinum for exceeding 
the lodge target by 33%

Bronze for projecting to reach 
33% of the lodge target

Currently qualified 
115 Lodges

Currently qualified 
2 Lodges

Gold for reaching 100%  
of the lodge target

Currently qualified 
6 Lodges

Silver for reaching 66% 
of the lodge target
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We now have

Festival Stewards. (Which is Great!)
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Have Your Say!
The festival committee wants to hear your ideas, we will shortly be 
sending out a survey to members of the province via email, website  
and social media to get your ideas on future festival activities.


