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FESTIVAL NEWS

A man never stands as tall as when he kneels to help a child.

A Message from the Festival Director 
Welcome to our first newsletter of the New Year and to the start of our Festival campaign. 
This month we kick off Durham2021 in style at the Sage. I hope to see many of you there in 
Gateshead on the 24th Jan. The musical line up is full of talent and we are grateful that they have 
given their time to entertain us. The PGM revealed our Festival Jewel recently and already we have 
623 of our brethren qualified as a Festival Steward, which is outstanding considering we haven’t 
really got going. I should like to take this opportunity to thank my Festival team and everyone 
who has helped in the organisation of the Festival Launch; this really is a team effort.

Important Sage Launch 
Event Information 
Its not too late!
Tickets are still available from the ticket coordinator Richard Tucker. Tickets  
are priced at £15 per adult, and children age 16 or under are FREE.

Ticket distribution information
All those who requested tickets by post should have now received them. All 
those who requested to collect their tickets at the Sage will have received 
an email confirming this. These can be collected from the Sage Foyer from 
3pm onwards, on the day of the event. Provincial Stewards will be on hand 
to assist. If you have received neither then contact Richard Tucker ASAP 
07884 492523 or rht727@yahoo.co.uk.

The Brasserie 
The Brasserie will open to support our event at Sage Gateshead and offers an 
outstanding menu with something for everyone. Sunday lunches start from 
12pm, with pre show evening service starting at 5pm and providing diners 
with a delicious two and three course menu. Your table will be yours for the 
evening, so you can order dessert and coffee to be waiting for you at the 
interval. They are also open for traditional roast lunch every Sunday 12noon – 
3pm. Reservations can be made by calling The Brasserie on 0191 443 4654.

Car Parking & Address
SAGE GATESHEAD, St Mary’s Square, Gateshead Quays, Gateshead, NE8 2JR 
Sage Gateshead has its own car park with lift access situated directly behind 
the building. Please note Mill Road car park, situated at the bottom of the 
steps near the Millennium Bridge is not operated by Sage Gateshead, and is a 
pay car-park, so to have change ready.

Start Time
The Sage will be open to the public from 12pm; our ticket collection will start 
around 3pm. Doors to the auditorium will open around 6.30pm. The show will 
start at 7pm with one 20min interval. The event will finish approx. 9.45pm.

Many Thanks

Just some of the donations we’ve 
had since the last newsletter. 
We appreciate all donations, 
so apologies if yours is not 
mentioned.

£1,000  Heugh Lodge 7773

£604.20  St Lawrence Lodge 6042

£300  Ryton Holy Cross 
 Chapter 4231

£300  Gyrwy Lodge 6462

£250  Durham Royal and 
 Select Masters
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Do you want a 
Lodge/Chapter 
Presentation? 

If you have a quiet meeting and 
want to know more about the festival 
and the RMTGB then contact the 
Festival Secretary on  
paul.quinn@durham2021.org.
Members of the team are happy to 
come along and give you a personal 
update or presentation. This is a 
great way of meeting the Festival 
team and finding out how we can 
support you and how you can help 
us. The website has a full list of 
presentations already booked.

Fundraisers? 

On Your Bike? 

Steve Hanaby of Lodge of Harmony 
No4224, has decided to ride his bike 
from Sunderland to Raby Castle on 
the day of our Gala to raise funds 
for the Festival. Steve is looking for 
others to join him and has already 
started his online giving page. If 
you want to support him go to 
his giving page https://e0124.
everydayhero.com/uk/cycle-
team-to-staindrop-raby-castle/

The Festival Jewel is here
The Province wishes to acknowledge the generosity of its 
Brethren by issuing a free Festival Jewel to all qualifying 
Brethren. The Province fully understands that it may not be 
within every Brother’s means to qualify for a Jewel but does 
appreciate all donations made. All Brethren are encouraged to 
become Festival Stewards by donating a minimum of £480 
(Excluding Gift Aid) towards the 2021 Festival appeal. This equates 
to a regular contribution of 26 pence a day, £1.85 per week or 
£8 per month over 60 months (5 years).  This is less than the 
price of a daily paper, or a cup of coffee per week. Once donated 
- and this includes all continuous giving donations to date, or 
promising to donate by regular Direct Debit - the sum of £480, 
those qualifying will receive an email notification from the Festival 
Secretary and can apply to receive a Festival Jewel free of charge. 
Jewels will be distributed from February 2016.

How much have I given? Have I qualified  
as a Festival Steward?
Due to confidentiality your Charity Steward does not have this information and is 
therefore unable to help with these queries. But the Festival Treasurer Edwin Jeffery and 
Festival Secretary Paul Quinn can inform you of how much you have donated to date. All 
personal requests are to be done via phone or email to: 07789 096334 /  
ejeffrey@pgldurham.org or 07946 419224 / paul.quinn@durham2021.org

Christmas 
Cards & Diaries
Due to the popularity of the 

Christmas cards, these have now 

sold out, but we do still have 

some RMTGB diaries for a small 

donation. To order one, contact 

the Festival Secretary. I would 

remind all lodges who have yet to 

send their £60 payment for their 

Christmas card allocation please 

to do so ASAP to Edwin Jeffrey at 

Provincial Office. Those Charity 

Stewards and Hall Ambassadors 

who were selling RMTGB diaries 

please ensure you forward all 

monies and gift aid slips to the 

Festival Secretary, Paul Quinn, 

before the end of January.
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Lodge Achievements
It is our intention to recognize the commitment made by lodges during the Festival appeal by acknowledging 
the amount of money raised by the lodges. Each lodge will be set a target by the Provincial Executive at the start of 
the Festival. Lodges will be informed of their targets after the 24th January. The lodge target will be based on the lodge 
membership in January 2016. The process of determining the target will be identified on the website. The process of 
acknowledging a lodge’s performance is by measuring the amount raised against the set target.

Festival Team
There have been some changes to the Hall 
Ambassadors team. I wish to welcome Glenn Stone 
who will be taking over from Colin Overton looking 
after the Stockton Lodges. Graham Stephinson will be 
working with Allan Gurney at Sunderland Burdon Road 
and Ted Hooper is taking over from Jamie Stanley in 
South Shields. We wish them every success in their new 
appointments, and offer our thanks and best wishes to 
Colin and Jamie for their help and support getting us up 
and going in their respective halls. Glenn Stone

Stockton
Graham Stephinson 
Sunderland Burdon Road
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Lodges will be acknowledged as follows:

Bronze for projecting to reach 
33% of the lodge target

Silver for reaching 66% of 
the lodge target

Platinum for exceeding the 
lodge target by 33%

Gold for reaching 100%  
of the lodge target

To recognise the hard work done by the Charity Steward of each lodge, he will receive a pin badge to wear acknowledging the 
lodge achievement. The achievement logo can be used on lodge summons, website and social media sites throughout the 
festival campaign.

Ted Hooper 
South Shields
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Set YOUR Stall Out               
Having a Lodge stall at the Raby Gala is a great way to enjoy 
the day, as well as raise funds for your Lodge target. Be it 
books, biscuits, bottles or buckaroo, all ideas are welcome. 
Ideally, we would like each Lodge represented, so if you’ve  
not signed up yet, please do so by contacting Bill Crutchley,  
Gala Deputy Director. Phone: 07736 825 558, or email: 
bill6457@gmail.com

Grand Prize Draw
Each Lodge will be issued with a quantity of prize draw tickets 
to sell. The draw will take place at the Gala and the prizes total 
£7,700! (1 x £5,000, 1 x £1,000, 2 x £500, 5 x £100 and 10 x 
£20). Tickets will be issued in February.

Gala Brochure
These will be issued for sale to Lodges in March. Purchase yours 
before the day at £10 or on the day for £15. One brochure admits 1 
car. Why not purchase extra and give to one of the Lodge widows?

Caravan & Camping
Places are going quickly — Don’t miss out! Why not make  
a full weekend of the Gala? Contact George Slater. Phone:  
07890 561290, or email: george@gcslater.co.uk.

Start-up Fund
Already two-thirds of lodges and chapters have made 
donations.  Well done to those who have! If your lodge 
is among the one-third yet to make a donation, please 
send cheques to N.I.F.Foster (Treasurer), Raby Gala 

Committee, 1 Ashcroft Road, Darlington, DL3 8PD.

Advertising & Sponsorship
It’s your last chance to support with advertising and 
sponsorship. If you are a business and would like to be 
part of this exciting event then please contact Gordon 

Gilbraith. Phone: 07530 726508, Email:  
gilbraith1@googlemail.com 

Gala Evenings
Entertainment will be provided on both the Friday and 
Saturday night of the Gala weekend. Friday will be 
hosted by the Mark Master Masons, with the Saturday 
night under the guidance of the North East Corner; 
the latter being a Tropical Hawaiian Party. Full details 
of both events are available on the Festival website 
(durham2021.org).

Gala Evening Entertainment
FRIDAY NIGHT

Tickets — £10.00 (includes Hog Roast)  
Contact Billy Duck on 01325 721 097 / 07764 223193  
or wduck100@aol.com  
Organised by the Mark Master Masons

SATURDAY NIGHT

Tickets — £20.00 (Includes Beach Party Food). 
Contact Barrie Tudberry on barrietudberry@hotmail.com 
Organised by the North East Corner

HAWAIIAN NIGHT
with music  by 
The Stonecutters


