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Message from Festival Director
2020 marks the start of our last year of fundraising and I want this year to be “The Last Big
Push”. Our events for this year will again be challenging but also very enjoyable. Our London
to Paris cycle ride has proved very popular and sold out in 55 minutes. But there is no need to
worry we have plenty of other opportunities which I hope you will enjoy. Our Grand Raffle is
also back again with a first prize of £5,000. Tickets are being distributed in February with a
prize draw in November.
Remember the MCF is here to help. If you think they may be able to help you or someone you
know please make the call or contact your Almoner or Benevolent Representative. This can be
done very confidentially by contacting the MCF enquiry line: 0800 035 60 90.

John Thompson – Festival Director

ARE YOU READY? ...FOR OUR 2020 CHALLENGES!

If you fancy getting involved in the 2020 events contact paul.quinn@durham2021.org to register your interest

MCF is supporting Place2Be with a grant of £60,000.00
The Provincial Grand Master, John Arthur, accompanied by Andrew Thompson (Charity) and
Paul O’Doherty (Comms) made a visit to Castletown Primary School to see the work of
“Place2Be” and its impact on the staff and pupils. The Masonic Charitable Foundation (MCF)
is supporting Place2Be with a grant of £60,000.00 over 3 years in its partnership with
schools across the North East.
Place2Be is a children’s mental health charity established in 1994 providing in-school
support for children, their families and their teachers, with special focus on supporting the
social, emotional and mental wellbeing of children and young people during the crucial
formative years of their lives.
Head Teacher, Joan Lumsdon, gave a brief history of the school, which has 394 pupils
ranging in age from 3 to 11 years old, and of the involvement of Place2Be in its day to day
operations. The highlight of the visit was undoubtedly meeting the children in the school
library where the benefits of having a dedicated room for use by Place2Be were apparent.
Karen Roe, a trained School Project Manager, occupies the room 2 days a week to give
counselling to any child that may feel the need for whatever reason. The feedback from the
children was 100% positive, with many having used the facility and none feeling any stigma
attached to openly using it when needed.

Get Involved
Do you and your family and friends want to
support the Masonic Charitable Foundation.
If so your opportunity is here. This year we
have walking, running, climbing, drinking,
plant buying, sky diving, dragon boat racing
and archery events. Follow the link and
secure your place today.

www.durham2021.org/2020-events

Natalie Johnson, the Service Manager for the North East of England for Place2Be expressed
her gratitude to the Freemasons of Durham for their massive contribution to the charity
thereby enabling them to continue with this very rewarding project.
A most rewarding visit seeing the MCF donation being put to great use, assisting young
children in improving their lives.
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The Yorkshire 3 Peaks - This is for experienced hikers
This event has been organised for the more experienced hiker and is very a difficult
challenge that will require some training to take part. You will require some kit and will need
to be fit and healthy enough to take part.
The cost of taking part in this event is £30. This fee is to cover costs for an MCF branded
Technical T-shirt, administration, first-aid and refreshments.
The Yorkshire Three Peaks Challenge takes on the peaks of Pen-y-ghent, Whernside and
Ingleborough, usually in this order, and in under 12 hours. These peaks form part of the
Pennine range, and encircle the head of the valley of the River Ribble, in the Yorkshire Dales
National Park.
Our marshals will indicate direction and provide refreshments at several points along the
way. They will also be there to provide basic first aid and help at ground level, where access
permits.

Proposed Itinerary

Lodge Awards

Sunday 14th June 2020

Due to member generosity and
involvement in fundraising events,
many Lodges are looking towards
their next target award. We are very
keen to respond to a new award
without delay and to ensure that a
presentation can given within the
lodge. Gold awards will usually be
presented by a senior member of the
executive team and Platinum awards
by the PGM or his Deputy.

6:30am Meet at Horton-in-Ribblesdale car park BD24 0HE
6:45am Briefing from the Festival team
7:00am Start Walking the designated Yorkshire 3 Peaks Route - clockwise
7:00pm Hopefully everyone will have completed the challenge

168 Bronze Awards

114 Silver Awards

63 Gold Award
The MCF’s work would not be possible without the generosity, dedication and expertise of
the volunteers, charities, Freemasons and their families who help us to achieve our goals.

27 Platinum Award

To see the difference you made this year, read Better Times for the real headlines about
Freemasonry: impact.mcf.org.uk/2019/our-year-in-numbers
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LONDON TO PARIS - SOLD OUT!!
SPONSORED CYCLE RIDE

LONDON TO PARIS

UGLE to The Eiffel Tower
This event has been anticipated for some months now since Gavin Rowell announced he
wanted to conclude 4 years of cycling fundraising with the most ambitious challenge yet.
Interest from Durham Freemasons, their families and friends ensured that this event sold
out in 55 minutes, their families and friends have ensured this event was sold out in 55
minutes. The 30 riders and 6 support crew will now begin their preparation for their
European ride with Gavin’s ambition being to ensure the 4 events he has organized since
2017 raise the magic number of £100,000.

Lets help Gavin and the team. You can sponsor them at:
https://e0124.everydayhero.com/uk/london-to-paris-bike-ride-2020-team-admin

John Takes on “The Cowman”
John Rippon will take part in the "Cowman
Triathlon" in aid of the Durham 2021
Festival on 2nd August 2020. This sees the
return of the Cowman, Calfman and
Stampede triathlon events at the stunning
venue of Emberton Sailing Club in Emberton
Country Park.
The Cowman is a middle distance triathlon
(1.9km swim, 90km bike, 21.1km run), and
the Calfman is just over a standard distance
(900m swim, 46km bike, 10km run). The
Stampede (introduced in 2018) is a sprint
distance (750m swim, 22k bike, 5.25k run).

DID YOU KNOW?
The Masonic Charitable Foundation now offer a FREE Will writing service
to all Freemasons and their families.
Having a Will is so important and this professional service is provided
through the Goodwill Partnership.
For more details visit the MCF website.
https://mcf.org.uk/legacy/

The swim takes place in the lake adjacent to
the sailing club, with the bike course
heading out around the local area (2 laps for
Cowman, 1 lap for Calfman, short lap for the
Stampede), and the run course circulating
the lake featuring both on and off road
sections (4 laps for Cowman, 2 laps for
Calfman, 1 lap for the Stampede).

To sponsor John Rippon for both
Events use his "Everyday Hero"
page via the link below
https://e0124.everydayhero.com/uk/john-ri
ppon

Durham 2021 Festival
Grand Prize Draw 2020
Drawn Friday 27th November 2020
Name .....................................................................................
Tel. No. ..................................................................................

£1
per ticket

Durham 2021 Festival

Grand Prize Draw 2020
1st prize . . . . . . . . . . . . . £5000
2nd prize . . . . . . . . . . . . £1000
2 prizes of . . . . . . . . . . . . £500
5 prizes of . . . . . . . . . . . . £100
10 prizes of . . . . . . . . . . . . £20

Address ................................................................................

To be drawn at the Provincial Promotions Meeting
Friday 27th November 2020

....................................................................................................

Promoter: Andrew PF Foster, Cadogan, 45 Hartford Rd. Darlington, DL3 8HF.
On behalf of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Durham

.................................................................................................... Registered with Sunderland City Council under Part 5 of Schedule 11 to the Gambling Act 2005.
A list of prize winners may be obtained from the address above by enclosing a stamped, addressed envelope.

Postcode ..............................................................................

(Printed by Vasey Printers.Tel. 0191 4697600)

Grand Raffle
Andrew Foster and his team have over
£8,000 to give away. Tickets will be going
on sale soon within your lodges. These
tickets can be sold to everyone including
friends, family and work colleagues. The
credit from your sales will be credited to
your lodge against the lodge target. The
draw will be held at the Promotions meeting
by the PGM in November. So good luck
everyone.
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Easter Ball

Hosted by Eanred 7478
18th April 2020
Black Tie Evening
The Swan Hotel
Welcome Drinks 6:30 - 7:00pm
Four Course Meal
Entertainment & Dancing
Carriages at 11:30

The Swan Hotel
101 Wolvinston Rd.
Billingham
TS23 2SF

Ladies that Leap
but anyone can jump !

Tables seat a maximum of 12
Tickets £30 booked by emailing bmhcltd@gmail.com

We have the first two ladies who will take
the 10,000ft leap over Peterlee in this years
Tandem skydive. Anyone can take part so
come on, book your places today. We jump
in June

To sign up follow the link
www.durham2021.org/2020-events/

Ernest Dixon Run away with the Platinum Lodge
S
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John Arthur, accompanied by John Thompson, attended the Ernest Dixon Installation
meeting at Burdon Road in Sunderland in January
After being warmly welcomed into the lodge by the master, Bob Littlechild, they witnessed
an excellent Installation ceremony of the new Master, Anthony Benson. On the second rising
John Arthur rose to present the lodge’s Charity Steward, Tony Conlon, with his platinum pin
badge. After this, the newly Installed masters first pleasing duty was to present John Arthur
with three cheques, £100 for the 2021 Festival, £100 for Durham Benevolence and £50 for
TLC.
At the festive board the PGM firstly thanked the members of Ernest Dixon for their
hospitality before asking John Thompson, in his capacity of Festival Director to present the
new Master Anthony Benson with the lodge’s Platinum certificate. John Arthur then resumed
the proceedings by then handing over the Provincial Grand Master’s award to the Lodge.
John Thompson thanked the lodge with special reference to Anthony for his tireless support
of the Festival from his early bike rides in 2016 to his latest challenge taking on the
Manchester marathon in May.

Anthony’s fundraising page
https://e0124.everydayhero.com/uk/anthony-s-marathon-challenge

Grand Auction
Our first and very successful Grand Auction ended on the 29th
November 2019 with over 120 prizes and over £9,000 raised.
The prizes have now been distributed and the prize money is
being allocated to the lodges they represented. The organizer
and our Provincial Grand Charity Steward Andrew Thompson was
delighted with the response and the support shown by the
members.
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Calling all Archers
This year we add archery to our calendar of
events. It sounds easier than it is!
• Score 100 points in 1 hour.
• Targets are 1 metre in diameter
• Targets will be 30 feet away.
Date & time: 15th April 2020, 6pm - 8pm.
We would suggest that competitors seek
sponsorship for achieving the 100 points in
1 hour.
Entry fee: £20
Venue: Dene Academy Sports Hall, Peterlee,
Co. Durham, SR8 5RL.
Tickets:
www.tickettailor.com/events/durham2021f
estival/337734
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Save the Dates

The 40th Great North Run
This year the iconic run reaches its 40th birthday and there has never been a better time to
run this race. John Thompson has once again signed up for the 13.1 mile run and he would
like 39 runners to join him. 40 runners in the 40th running of the GNR.
The public ballot closed on the 9th February. If you were successful please let us know at
paul.quinn@durham2021.org. We may also be able to assist those who were unsuccessful.

Do you remember the Sage? If you were
lucky enough to be present at the Sage
Gateshead on 24th January 2016 you
witnessed
a
wonderful
night
of
entertainment that launched our 2021
Festival. We plan to mark the 5th
anniversary of our Festival exactly 5 years to
the day at the 1000 seater Darlington
Hippodrome theatre with another night of
celebration and entertainment to mark the
end of our fundraising campaign. We
anticipate this to be a sellout. Tickets will go
on sale later in the year. We also intend to
host a Festival in the Park at the Grand
Marquee Wynyard to formally end the 2021
Festival where we will announce our Festival
total. Two events you do not want to miss.

Light Blue marathon Runners do it Again
Stuart Major states that this will be his third half marathon, only his second in the north east
and the first one which starts and finishes with in the bounds of the province. Stuart started
running in 2018 with a 5k and has progressed to completing both the Great Manchester Run
Half Marathon and the Great North Run in 2019, both for the Durham 2021 Festival. This
year he will be running both the Sunderland Half Marathon as well as the Great North Run
for the Durham 2021 Festival. Outside of Freemasonry, Stuart is a Rugby Union referee for
the Durham County Rugby Referees Society.

To sponsor Stuart use the link for his "Everyday Hero" page below:
https://e0124.everydayhero.com/uk/stuart-major-sunderland-marathon-team-admin
The Master of Ernest Dixon Anthony Benson takes on another running challenge this year
when he takes on the Manchester Marathon on the 5th April 2020. Anthony has been
supporting the festival since our launch back in 2016.
https://e0124.everydayhero.com/uk/anthony-s-marathon-challenge
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Please don’t stop
If you have a direct debit running to support
the Festival please consider letting it run
until the end of the Festival. We still have a
year of fundraising to go. Please continue to
support your lodge and the Festival, to
ensure the much needed support from the
Masonic Charitable Foundation continues.
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100th Anniversary 1919 – 2019 and Platinum Celebration – Rowland
Burdon 3960
On the evening of Wednesday 20th November 2019, the brethren of Rowland Burdon lodge
met at Castle Eden Masonic Hall. This was a special meeting with extra special importance
– not only to celebrate 100 years in Freemasonry for Rowland Burdon but also a celebration
of the lodge gaining its Platinum Award with 90+ brethren in attendance.
The evening started with a visit by the Provincial Deputation, led by the PGM, John Arthur,
accompanied by the Acting Officers. There was also a good turnout of acting officers joining
him, were warmly welcomed into the Lodge Room.
Vic Bell gave a short history of Rowland.
Talking about how the lodge was consecrated in 1919, by 49 founder members and giving a
brief insight into the early days of the meetings of the lodge and its members.
Ron Black (Provincial Chaplain) then stood and gave a prayer of dedication.
This was followed by The Provincial Grand Secretary reading the Lodge Centenary Warrant
before handing it to John Arthur to present to Brian Freear. Ron Black then again stood and
gave an oration – stating it was an honour to be able to say a few words.
At the 2nd Rising, John Arthur was presented with a cheque of £10,000 for the 2021 festival,
which has taken the lodge to Platinum status. John then presented Dennis Bartholomew
with the Platinum Pin.
The evening was finished off at the festive board, where John responded to his toast, stating
his admiration of the Lodges forethought in planning for the night 25 years ago at their 75th
anniversary, by starting to put money aside. John then presented an award to Dennis and a
glass plaque to Brian Freear.

City Lodge - Platinum
John
Arthur
accompanied
by
John
Thompson, The Festival Director were
delighted to attend the Regular Meeting of
City Lodge, who meet in the Masonic Hall,
Old Elvet, Durham. This was another night
of celebration.
On the second rising John Arthur rose to
present and congratulate the lodge with
their Platinum certificate for the 2021
Festival. The Deputy Provincial Director of
Ceremonies, Nigel Fallow then escorted the
lodges’ Charity Steward, Geoff Smith, up to
the dais to receive his Platinum pin badge
from John Thompson. The Master, Tony
Gallimore, was to have the last word
though, presenting John Arthur with a £100
cheque for the TLC teddies and then to
David Grey, the Chairman of the Durham
Branch of the Masonic Fishing Charity.
After the meeting John Thompson
presented the lodge with the Provincial
Grand Masters special award and John
communicated how well the lodges of the
Province have performed thus far with
particular thanks to the members of City
Lodge for their constant support of our
events.

Corinthian Spirit at Corinthian Lodge! – Platinum
The November meeting of Corinthian Lodge No 5808, saw their
magnificent charitable achievements recognised by the Provincial Grand
Master John Arthur. John, accompanied by a team of Provincial Officers,
was delighted to award Corinthian Lodge with their Platinum Certificate
and Award on the evening. The Platinum Award itself, came after the
Lodge members and their supporters raised over £21,000 towards the
Durham 2021 Festival. Corinthian Lodge’s Charity Steward, Jamie Rielly,
was also awarded the Platinum Badge by John in recognition of the Lodge,
and their supporters, outstanding commitment in their charitable
endeavours since the start of the Durham 2021 Festival.
John Thompson, was then invited to give an illuminating video and
PowerPoint presentation regarding the work of the Masonic...
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Corinthian Spirit at Corinthian Lodge! – Platinum (continued)
Charitable Foundation (MCF), as well as reviewing the wide range of charitable events that had taken place, in support of the Durham 2021
Festival, across the 2019 calendar year. John thanked all those who had given their time, energy and commitment in supporting the 2021
Festival to raise over £2.5 million to date, towards the Festival target, at the rate of over £10,000 per week!
John also reminded those assembled of the great friendships and Masonic bonds that can develop from such activities and further
encouraged individuals to continue to support the 2021 Festival in whatever way that they can.
Then, to make the evening even more special, fourteen Freemasons, from a variety of Lodges across the Province, who had actively
participated in a range of events such as walking, canoeing, cycling, skydiving, skiing, ‘Dragon Boat’ racing & the Great North Run were asked
to gather on the floor of the Lodge. John Arthur and John Thompson then took great delight in awarding each participant with their well
deserved 2019 Festival Supporters Medal. Consequently, those assembled, in the packed Lodge room, duly showed their appreciation of their
charitable efforts and Corinthian Spirit!
At the well-attended Festive Board, John Arthur stood to respond to the Toast and began by formally recognising Corinthian Lodge’s huge
achievement in raising over £21,000, 130% of their Festival target. He then formally presenting the Platinum Award to Corinthian Lodge’s
Worshipful Master Paul Westgarth who had already presented John with a further £2150 on the evening for charitable causes.

Ryton Holy Cross – Gold

St Bede Double - Gold

Assistant Provincial Grand Master Michael Graham visited Ryton Holy
Cross Lodge on the 11th November 2019 to help them celebrate the
50 years of membership of Past Master John Hodgkinson.

Wednesday 27th November saw St Bede Lodge No 1119 welcome
the Assistant Provincial Grand Master, Michael Graham to their
meeting at Grange Road, Jarrow.

During the second rising the Worshipful Master presented a cheque
towards the 2021 Festival, and Michael Graham congratulated the
Lodge on reaching their Gold Award announcing that they were well
on the way to the prestigious Platinum Award.

St Bede Lodge, like a lot of Lodges has seen a decline in
membership over many years but has managed to struggle on with
a hard core of regulars and visitors keeping the meetings flowing.
On this occasion the meeting was graced with a short talk by Lodge
Treasurer and Charity Steward Phil Dunn, which was well received
by all present.

Charity Steward William Dawson was presented with a Gold Award
Pin Badge and he thanked the brethren of the lodge for their
continuous support.
This being Armistice Day, Bugler Norman Moffitt movingly played
the “Last Post” while the brethren stood with the sign of sympathy in
remembrance to departed merit.
The Assistant Provincial Grand Master then thanked the members of
the lodge for several generous cheques he had received towards the
2021 Festival noting that John Hodgkinson had donated a cheque for
£1,000 in celebration of his 50 year achievement and supporting his
Province and lodge towards their festival target.
A special day in the history of Ryton Holy Cross Lodge. An Initiation,
a 50 Year Certificate plus a Gold Award, all made for a momentous
masonic occasion

Michael Graham then presented a 50 year membership certificate
for Past Master Tom Powell to the Master, Mark Livingstone. Tom
was Initiated into the Lodge on the 26th November 1969.
Unfortunately Tom could not be present to accept the certificate
himself and Michael expressed his wish that members of the Lodge
visit Tom to present him with it personally.
Michael was also pleased to announce that the Lodge had achieved
Gold status in reaching its target towards the 2021 Festival and had
pleasure in presenting the Charity Steward Phil with his gold lapel
pin and then presenting the Master, Mark with the certificate to
mark the occasion.
The Festive Board concluded the evening with a fine meal in a
relaxed atmosphere at which Michael, in his reply to the Provincial
Toast praised the Lodge in their efforts in raising the funds to
reach their Festival target.
Well done St Bede Lodge.
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Many Thanks
These are just some of the very
generous donations received since
the last newsletter.
Corinthian Lodge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2150
Vale of Tees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2000
Tristram Lodge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1000
Tees Lodge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £500
Dunelm Lodge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £350
Strathearn Lodge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £300
Ryton Holy Cross Lodge . . . . . . . . . . . . . £300

Universities Lodge

Chapter of Philanthropy. . . . . . . . . . . . . £200

The regular meeting of Universities Lodge No. 2352 held on the 16th of January at Durham
Masonic Hall, was a very special occasion which was marked by a visit from the Provincial
Grand Master, John Arthur, the Assistant Provincial Grand Master, John Thompson and a
host of Provincial Officers.
Jamie Godwin, the Worshipful Master welcomed John and his Officers into the Lodge and
expressed his hope that they would enjoy the proceedings. The lodge then proceeded to
conduct a double third degree for two students of Durham University. The degree was
performed to an exceptionally high standard by a team of young Officers.
In the concluding business the Provincial Grand Master had the pleasure of presenting not
one, but four Grand Lodge Certificates to new Master Masons within the lodge. He then went
on to congratulate the members of Universities Lodge for their efforts of raising in excess of
£43,000 towards the Durham 2021 Festival, which included a cheque for £20,000 which
had been presented at the October 2019 Installation meeting in memory of the late member
Norman Jackson. The Provincial Grand Master then presented the Platinum Award
Certificate to Jamie and the Badge of the Platinum Award to the Charity Steward, Les Annis.
The Lodge was then closed and the many members and visitors, some of whom were from
the Durham Light Blues Club, departed downstairs to enjoy an ample meal among friends.
After the meal the Assistant Provincial Grand Master, John Thompson, Director of the
Durham 2021 Festival, presented the lodge with the token of the Provincial Grand Master’s
Award for surpassing the Platinum target.
It was a memorable night for all who attended, which should have a lasting impact on the
newer members.

For more information about the Universities Scheme:
https://www.universitiesscheme.com/

For more information about the Durham Light Blues Club:
http://www.durhamlightblues.org/

Plant Sale
23rd May 2020 at 9.30am
Shildon masonic hall will be again hosting a
plant sale in support of the Festival. This
has proven to be a very successful event
with the spring plants selling out in record
time. Don’t be late. The sale starts at 9.30
prompt

The Lanchester Railway Walk
The Lanchester Valley railway Path is part of an
extensive network of Railway Paths which are
fantastic for cyclists, walkers and horse-riders.
The Lanchester Valley railway opened in 1862 and
was built to carry iron ore to Consett steelworks and
coal from Langley Park; it closed in 1965.
The route is about 12 miles long, we encourage
everyone to get involved, this walk is also pet
friendly so a good opportunity to take the dog for a
long
Fee: £15 includes a free MCF shirt.

Buy tickets here: www.tickettailor.com/events/durham2021festival/339157
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2020 EVENTS

Please join in or lend your support
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If you would like more information please contact Paul Quinn our Festival Secretary
or follow us on social media and our website: www.durham2021.org
The 2020 Grand Raffle

01/02/20 to 27/11/20
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£1 per ticket, 19 Prizes, £5,000 first prize.
Tickets to be sold in lodges All ticket sales are allocated to lodge targets.

Archery Shoot

15/04/20

£20
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Shoot 100 points in 1 hour, includes 30 min training. It's harder than it sounds.
Dene Academy Sports Hall, Peterlee, SR8 5RL.

Festival Easter Ball hosted by Eanred Lodge

18/04/20

£30
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Black tie evening at The Swan, Billingham. Welcome drinks, four course meal, entertainment &
dancing. Tickets can be booked by emailing Bmhcltd@gmail.com. Tables seat a maximum of 12.

Walk along the tracks

26/04/20

£15
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12 mile Lanchester Valley Railway Path Walk. Family and dogs are very welcome.

Spring Plant Sale

23/05/20
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Hosted by Corinthian Lodge, starting at 9.30am at Shildon Masonic Hall.

Cycle from London to Paris

SOLD OUT
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Starting from UGLE and finishing at the Eiffel Tower, 4 days including travel and cycling.

Ladies that Leap (men also welcome)

12/06/20

£195
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10,000ft Tandem skydive at Peterlee Parachute Centre. No training required.
A briefing will be given on the day.

3 Peaks Climb

14/06/20

£30
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Yorkshire Three Peaks route is 24 miles (38.6km), and includes 1585m (5200ft) of ascent
and includes the peaks of Pen-y-ghent, Whernside and Ingleborough in one day.

Chester Le Street Beer & Cider Festival

02/07/20 to 05/07/20
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Chester Le Street Beer & Cider Festival. All beers and ciders will be sourced as local as
possible. 15-20 beers and 8-12 ciders, one of which will be the 2021 one.

40th Great North Run
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13/09/20

£58

13/09/20

£30

The iconic half marathon, apply now www.greatrun.org/great-north-run
Ballot closes 9th February 2020.

Dragon Boat Racing
River Tees 15 entrants per boat.

Contact Paul Quinn Mob: 07946419224 | Email: paul.quinn@durham2021.org
Durham 2021 Festival
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