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The Countdown is on!!!
A man never stands as tall as when he kneels to help a child. MCF confidential enquiry line: 0800 035 60 90

The Grand Raffle

Message from Festival Director

John Thompson – Festival Director

Well our final fundraising year didn’t plan out the
way we wanted it to, but we take heart from the
continued generosity of Durham Freemasons and
their families who have continued to support our
Festival over the past 12 months in various ways
including cycling, walking & running, in person and
virtually and to the hundreds of masons who support
us with monthly direct debits, not to mention those
who have purchased tickets for the Grand Raffle.

As the PGM announced in November 2020 our donations have now passed
£3,000,000 which is truly amazing and the team thanks everyone who has
taken part over the last 5 years and who have helped to make this festival a
huge success. The money donated will make a tremendous difference to the
lives of many children supported by the Masonic Charitable Foundation.
As you know our Festival ends on July 24th 2021. Please look out for our
virtual video announcement on that day with the highly anticipated
confirmation of the final figure. A dinner has now been scheduled for a later
date in 2022 when we can all celebrate with our family and friends.
I appreciate many lodge have been in limbo over the past few months and
have been unable to make planned donations. If this applies to you please get
in touch and we’ll do all we can to ensure your support can be realised before
we conclude in early 2021. Over the coming weeks we will be contacting
lodges to let you know where you currently stand with your donations and
asking if you wish to donate further before we close.
Remember in these difficult times the MCF is here to help. If you think they
may be able to help you or someone you know please make the call or contact
your Almoner or Benevolent Representative. This can be done very
confidentially by contacting the MCF enquiry line: 0800 035 60 90.

John Thompson – Festival Director
Durham 2021 Festival
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1st prize . . . . . . . . . . £5000
2nd prize . . . . . . . . . . £1000
2 prizes of . . . . . . . . . £500
5 prizes of . . . . . . . . . . £100
10 prizes of . . . . . . . . . £20

The Draw will be live on
our facebook page at 7pm
on Friday 12th March 2021
Our Draw Director Andrew Foster has
emailed all the lodges with the
relevant updates and we are pleased to
announce over 80% of our Lodges have
now participated in our Grand Raffle

Individuals can buy tickets
direct from Andrew Foster
Encourage you friends and family to
purchase them. Every pound purchased
on tickets will be allocated against
your lodge target.

Contact Andrew Foster
E: andrew.foster5@icloud.com
M: 07768661266 or 01325466501

MCF confidential enquiry line: 0800 035 60 90
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Rose Croix

Supports 2021 Festival with...

£7,500

Supporting Craft masonry in all that they do, members of Rose Croix wanted to
demonstrate their support of the 2021 RMTGB Festival as an Order. Accordingly, through
the Andrew Riley Trust (the charitable arm of the Order in the District of Durham) they
asked that a donation of £7500 be made. The Inspector General of the District of Durham
(the equivalent of the Provincial Grand Master in this Order) V∴III∴ Bro Rev’d Paul
Paterson was delighted to make the presentation.

A little bit about the Order …
The Rose Croix of Heredom is the 18th Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Rite held under
the authority of the Supreme Council 33º. The Rite comprises 33 Degrees of which the
Rose Croix or 18th Degree is the only one worked by the Chapters. The three Degrees of
Craft Masonry are accepted as the first three Degrees of the Rite and the intervening 4th
to 17th Degrees are conferred by name. The remaining Higher Degrees are conferred by
the nine members of Supreme Council 33º at the Grand East, or headquarters, of the order
at Duke Street, St James’s, London. The requirements for membership are to be a Master
Mason for at least twelve months and to be able to profess a belief in the Trinitarian
Christian faith.
The Order is very select and its membership comprises around 10% of Craft membership (we like to think it is the top
10%!) and the highest office-holders in most Provinces and at UGLE are members. If you think this might be for you and
would like to know more, please get in touch.

For more information or to enquire about joining the order please look at our website
www.durhamrosecroix.org.uk or contact us on districtrecorder@durhamrosecroix.org.uk

Middlesex Masons Hand on the Baton
The Middlesex Freemason’s concluded their 2020 Festival last year and
have figuratively handed the baton to Durham as the Last Province ever
to raise money in the name of The Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and
Boys.
In doing so we can confirm receipt of a very kind donation of £3,000
into our Relief Chest from the Trustees of the Province of Middlesex
Benevolent Fund for the 2021 Festival for RMTGB.
Our Festival President RW Bro John Arthur thanked HRH Prince Michael
of Kent GCVO and the Benevolent Fund for their generosity.

This Newsletter is now available via podcast
Following on from the success of the audio version of the monthly gazette you can now
subscribe to the newsletter in an audio format.

Listen to the audio version at: durhamfreemasons.org/podcast/

Durham 2021 Festival
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6 months to Go
Important Dates you need to Know!
With our Festival now being in the final months we need to wind
down and ensure all our donations are allocated correctly. To this
end we have worked with the MCF to plan the following
timetable. Some of the items may be subject to change
depending on the developing situation with regard to COVID-19.

28th Feb

Closing date for Lodge purchase of Grand Raffle tickets

10th Mar

Last chance for our members to buy Grand Raffle tickets directly for themselves, their
family or friends from andrew.foster5@icloud.com directly

12th Mar

Grand Raffle Draw on Facebook Live. Results will be issued to all Lodges after the draw.

30th Mar

Last chance for individuals and lodges to submit cheques and/or sponsorship forms
from past fundraising events.

30th Apr

Last Chance for Festival Pledges / lodge donations to be made by Lodges and sent to the
Festival Secretary.

24th Jul

Virtual Finale. Final Total announcement. Further details to follow.

I hope you find this update helpful. The generosity of the Brethren in Durham during the last 5 years has
been outstanding and we would love to finish in July 2021 on a massive high with a fantastic total to give
the Masonic Charitable Foundation in the name of the Royal Masonic Trust for Boys & Girls (RMTGB) as
we will be the last Province to do so.

Tell your family
If 2020 has taught us anything – besides how to bake the
perfect banana bread loaf or where the mute button is on Zoom
– it is that no one can ever predict what life has in store for us.

Useful information to pass on to
your family members

A year of lockdowns, tiers, tears and uncertainty threw the
importance of family, friends and the power of communication
into the spotlight, and inspired the latest MCF campaign: Tell
your family.

The mcf.org.uk website is a great place to start,
with everything they need to know about the MCF,
including eligibility guidelines and how to apply for
support.

Did you know that as well as supporting Freemasons, the MCF is
also a support system for the married, life, divorced or widowed
partners of Freemasons, and their children or grandchildren
under the age of 25 and in full-time education?

If in doubt, give the MCF a shout!

Durham 2021 Festival

@2021durham
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Freephone: 0800 035 60 90
Email: help@mcf.org.uk
MCF confidential enquiry line: 0800 035 60 90
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Talent Aid
Do your children or grandchildren have a talent that
they want to take to the next level?

The MCF TalentAid programme supports children and
young people who are exceptionally talented in music,
sport or the performing arts, and want to turn their talent
into a career.
All applications are subject to the following criteria:
• The applicant must be the child, step-child or grandchild of a Freemason.
• A financial assessment of the family’s household income.
• Candidates must apply for all other sources of available funding such as
grants, scholarships and sponsorship.
• Candidates must intend to pursue their talent as a career and must be able
to demonstrate exceptional talent by passing recognised examinations,
gaining entry to highly competitive schemes or by performing at regional
and national levels.
• Grants are not available to fund a hobby or so that an academically gifted
child can attend a better school.
• Assistance with school fees for performing arts students can only be
considered if they attend a Dance and Drama Award (DaDA) accredited or
Music and Dance Scheme (MDS) accredited establishment.
• We are only able to consider assistance with school fees for other disciplines
if the applicant attends a choir school, a specialist music school or a sports
college based on their exceptional talent.

Have you got
your Jewel?
During the course of the Festival
we have acknowledged our
members who have pledged or
donated £480 or more as
Festival Stewards.
We have also issued a Festival
Jewel to signify this donation.

The deadline for completed applications (comprising Application form,
Supporting Statement and supporting documents) is 9am Monday 29 March
2021. Any application received after this date will not be considered.

If for any reason you have
not received your Jewel,
please contact Paul Quinn
without delay.

Find out if they could apply: mcf.org.uk/talentaid

paul.quinn@durham2021.org

Durham 2021 Festival
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169 Bronze Awards

129 Silver Awards

83 Gold Award

46 Platinum Award

Lodge Awards
Although donations have been significantly reduced over the last 12 months, with lodges unable to meet, we have
a been supported greatly by those who have a regular recurring payment with us (direct debit) which has ensured
vital support continues to the MCF and has ensured that lodges have achieved their next award. It is our intention
to acknowledge our lodges when the circumstances allow.
If you have a direct debit running to support the Festival please consider letting it run until the end of the Festival.
Your donation could help your lodge reach its goal.
All lodges who have achieved Gold and Platinum should receive their certificates by email and post before the end
of February
If you think your Lodge is getting close to an award or you need more information on your lodge donations please
contact paul.quinn@durham2021.org for further information.

Have you made a Pledge?

PLEDGE NOW & GIVE LATER

With the circumstances we find ourselves in this is a very easy way to support the festival and
to, ensure that your lodge reaches its desired level of giving. It will allow you then to process
the donation when the Lodge meets again.
If a Lodge wishes to make donations above and beyond the rules of the Lodge bylaws and that of the discretion of the Master
of the Lodge, it is advised that agreement is sort from the membership. If the Lodge consensus is to make a donation, then
a Festival Pledge form must be completed by the Lodge and submitted to the Festival Secretary Paul Quinn
(paul.quinn@durham2021.org). This pledge will then be allocated along with existing Lodge donations. Once the Lodge has
the ability to meet under the rules of the BOC then Lodges will be able to process the payment to the MCF (payment details
will be given at a later date). We understand this date maybe after the Festival has completed but be assured that all Pledges
received by 30th April 2021 will be counted towards your Lodge target and achievements.

Well Done and Thank you
Many thanks to the following lodges who have reached their respective achievements since we have been unable to meet.

Platinum
Vedra
Johnstonian
Eslington
Thornhill
Hammurabi
Yoden
Heugh
Longscar

Lumley
Lodge of Loyalty
Quest
Strathmore
Mowbray
Aclet
Westoe
Commercial Travellers
Norman Lodge
Barnard Lodge

Durham 2021 Festival
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Fenwick Lodge
Old Dunelmian

Gold
Aycliffe Lodge
St Cuthbert
Crowley
St Aidan
Spirt of Rugby
Restoration

Durham 2021

Sanctuary Lodge
Lodge of Harmony
Coronation Lodge
Benevolence
Tees Lodge
Cestria
St Mary's
Vale of Tees
Philanthropy
Willington

Silver
Stranton
Constance
Pele Tower
Doric
Beacon
Whitworth
Phoenix

MCF confidential enquiry line: 0800 035 60 90
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Lets Go Digital ~ We are excited to announce the

launch of Digital Donations, a new, cashless way of
supporting the Durham 2021 Festival!
Digital donations, what are they?

Digital Donations are a new, cashless way of donating that allow
members to support the MCF and the causes they care about,
anytime,anywhere, by simply scanning a QR code or using a unique URL.
QR codes have become more widely used over the past few months
making them more accessible, and less of a challenge, to use.

Scan me and follow the
instructions on screen

Point you phone camera
at the QR code to
make a donation now

With the current restrictions on masonic gatherings and meetings, the
use of Gift Aid envelopes for collecting donations is almost impossible.
This new innovation in digital donations helps to overcome the current
challenges and allows your members to continue to support our Festival
appeal.

Make a donation now
If anyone wishes to make a Digital Donation please point your phone
camera toward the link adjacent and follow the simple instructions.
Thank you for your continued support.

Technology Connecting Families
Following the recent success of providing fifty Samsung tablets to hospitals, Durham Freemasons have
gone further, by providing a first batch of ten iPads to care homes within the Province, to enable residents
to stay in touch with their family and friends during lockdown. Tom Gittins, Provincial Secretary said after
making delivery of the iPads across the Province, ‘Some of the residents haven’t seen family or friends for
up to ten weeks, so it is particularly pleasing to be able to help them and support local communities.’
Funding for IPads is provided by donations made by Local Freemasons.

Durham 2021 Festival

@2021durham
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Mark Masons
just Keep Giving

£22,500

The PGL of Mark Master Masons have now completed their final
donation of £2,500 to our Durham 2021 Festival, taking the total
donated to £22,500.
This years donation has come a little early in order for us to process our donations before
the completion in July. On hearing of the news our Festival Director John Thompson said
“the generosity of our Mark Master Masons knows no bounds. Thank you all for the
support not only in this donation but also to those who have taken part in the many
events we have held over the last 5 years”.
Provincial Grand Master of Durham Mark Master Mason
Professor Denovan K Wilson said:

"I am delighted that the Mark is able to support the Festival, the result of
which will allow the Craft, as always, to help so many people in so many
ways"

Heel and Toe kept on their feet
Heel and Toe were delighted to receive a Grant of £10,000 from
Durham Freemasons Covid Support Grants initiative, and even more
so as that award was subsequently match funded by the MCF
(Masonic Charitable Foundation) giving a total of £20,000 to allow
them deliver desperately needed support to those most in need.
The charity supports children and young people from birth to 25
years with profound physical and neurological disabilities in the
North East with the provision of free conductive education and other
therapies and have formed a close bond with Durham Freemasons
who have assisted the charity over many years.
Some 200 children are supported each week by the charity
improving their quality of life and future independence, however, the onset of the Covid -19 had meant a £360,000 shortfall
since fundraising events and activities immediately came to a grinding halt, leaving them facing the prospect of possible
closure.

“We are so incredibly grateful to Durham Freemasons for awarding us a grant of £10k from
their COVID-19 support grant and were delighted when we heard the Masonic Charitable
Foundation were also going to match-fund this amount. This huge sum of money will enable
us to fully open our therapy centres and allow all children to return to their weekly therapy
sessions. Many of these children have had no therapy for 6 months and have shown a
regression in their abilities. So, it was vital we opened back up and were able to continue their
therapy once more. With your help these children will continue to improve their mobility and
movement, increase their confidence and independence, and give them a better quality of life.
So, we are extremely grateful to the Durham Freemasons and MCF for their generosity and
continued support.”
Durham 2021 Festival
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Strong Link forged in Daisy Chain Project

Hundreds of young people with autism from across the Tees Valley will be able to
get help with the impact of COVID-19 on their mental wellbeing, following a
grant of £57,000 from Durham Freemasons to the Daisy Chain Project.
The charity is launching a desperately-needed complex needs service to provide
support for local young people aged 15-25 to help with the impact that COVID-19
is having on their mental health.
People with autism depend significantly on established routines and structures
but, unfortunately, the pandemic has seen those routines and structures radically
altered, which can lead to great distress. Social distancing and COVID-19 safety
measures can pose a real challenge for many autistic people. This coupled with
limitations in being able to see friends, family or visit favourite places has been
linked to increased feelings of loneliness and isolation as well as low mood,
anxiety and, in some cases, self-harm and suicidal thoughts.
The programme will be run by a complex needs autism care worker who will
provide structured and targeted support and critical interventions enabling the
young people with complex needs to rebuild their self-worth, re-ignite, and raise
aspirations and regain autonomy.
Daisy Chain provides services and support to over 2,400 families annually from
their purpose-built centre in Stockton-on-Tees. They care mainly for those who
have or are undergoing a diagnosis of autism, or care for someone who is autistic.
Daisy Chain is the only regional charity able to provide this type of support.
The grant from Durham Freemasons comes through the Masonic Charitable
Foundation, which is funded by Freemasons, their families, and friends, from
across England and Wales.

Hayley Matthews, Head
of Adult Services from
Daisy Chain, said:
“We’re grateful to Durham
Freemasons for their generous
grant, which will allow us to
help young autistic people
whose wellbeing has been
negatively impacted by the
pandemic. Loneliness, isolation
and disrupted routines have
taken a big toll, but with our
support, they can overcome
their difficulties and thrive.”

Unisex technical running / cycling tops available in sizes from M to 3XL
Purple technical / running shirt is £10 collection or £15 posted
Orange cycling shirt is £20 collection or £25 posted
To place an order please contact Paul Quinn paul.quinn@durham2021.org
All proceeds from this merchandise will be allocated to your Lodge.

Durham 2021 Festival
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Durham Freemasons
Supporting our community
with donations of over . . .

£181,915

Through the generosity of Durham freemasons and their charitable endeavours the following donations have
been granted to support local charities and those in need of support since the pandemic began. These
donations are a combination of national support from the MCF and more locally from Durham Benevolence. If
you know of a charity in our Province that could benefit from support, encourage them to make an application
to the MCF or Durham Benevolence.

Durham Covid-19 Fund Grants

Total £34,738.04

Weardale Visors for NHS Staff
The Moses Project
Walking with the Wounded
Moving on Durham
Various Care Homes - 10 iPads and cases
Willow Burn Hospice - Potting Shed
St Mary’s Food Bank Darlington
Singing Hinnies Keeping Connected – Province wide
Moses Project Tees Valley Food Bank
Alice House Hospice – 5 iPads
Willow Burn Hospice - iPads and cases
Lindisfarne Care Home - iPads and cases

Community Support Grant Fund

£1,050.00
£3,000.00
£5,000.00
£10,000.00
£3,163.90
£2,000.00
£1,000.00
£3,170.00
£3,000.00
£2,083.68
£635.23
£635.23

Total £23,125.00

Jigsaw Autism Support
FACT (fighting all Cancers Together)
Ribbon Academy
Russ Devereux Headlight Project
St Benedicts Hospice
RT Projects - Mental Health Support Durham
Tanfield Lea Partnership - Social and Community Activities
Whinnies Community Gardens – Province Wide support for the disabled
Leo’s – Premature baby support
Heel to Toe Therapy, Chester le Street – Cerebal Palsy DB
St James Church Burnopfield – Disabled Facilities DB
STAGS Hartlepool Male Mental Health

Masonic Charitable Foundation Grants

£600.00
£1000.00
£500.00
£2,000.00
£1,500.00
£1,000.00
£1,000.00
£425.00
£400.00
£10,000.00
£3,000.00
£1,700.00

Total £124,052.00

Daisy Chain Project
National Samsung Tablet Scheme – 50 units to 5 hospitals
Laura Jones 3D Printing Visors South Shields and Tyneside
Billingham and Stockton Foodbanks
Pickle Palace Gateshead
Hartlepool First Aid Foodbank
Prince Bishops Hospital Radio equipment
Cash For Kids North East
Darlington CIO Women’s Refuge
Wharton Trust Hartlepool
Durham Wildlife Trust online resource’s for children during Lockdown
Teesdale Care
Methodist Homes Provincial MCF Allocated Grant
Heel to Toe Therapy Chester Le Street (MCF Matched Funding)

£57,000.00
£8,928.00
£1,000.00
£6,000.00
£8,714.00
£6,070.00
£1,400.00
£3,500.00
£840.00
£4,500.00
£3,600.00
£2,500.00
£10,000.00
£10,000.00

Discover what else we achieved: impact.mcf.org.uk/2020

Overview of our work in
Durham

133

Freemasons and their families members
helped with grants, totalling

£391,196
£16,615

£294,236 £80,345
to help cover daily
living costs

15

people accessed
our counselling
service

to support the
education of children
and young people

to support health,
care and wellbeing

£128,236

in grants given
to charities with

9

grants
awarded

Across England and Wales

£19M

of charitable support, funded entirely by the
donations of Freemasons, their families and
friends, was awarded by the MCF through

6,882 grants

20
£312,401
supported totalling

415

local and national
charities funded

4,036
Freemasons and their
families supported

