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Message from Festival Director & The Provincial Charity Steward
Our February newsletter was filled with so much optimism and hope for our Big Push as we
entered the last year of the Festival, but in three short months we all now have more important
things on our minds. We worry for our family and our friends, our incomes and our safety. The
hard work and dedication exhibited in our Province and in many others, have helped prepare
our Masonic Charity for the work and support it will be called upon to give over the coming
days, weeks and months, as we endure this national emergency. United Grand Lodge of
England with the assistance of The Masonic Charitable Foundation has already set up a
national COVID-19 Community Fund to help those affected by the pandemic. With over
£2,750,000 pledged to support those affected.

John Thompson – Festival Director

You will read more about the MCF fund in this newsletter. If you decided to raise money for
the COVID-19 fund anything you raise will be credited to your lodge total for our 2021 festival.
We have some exciting new ideas to keep you active and to help you raise money now the
government has relaxed the restrictions on exercise. With the exception of our Great North
Run all of our planed 2020 fundraising events have been either cancelled or postponed but we
have some alternatives you can challenge yourselves with in support of the COVID-19 Fund
Well done to all of those who have volunteered in any way to help the NHS and also to the
many Key Workers within our membership. I am sure that if anyone can make a difference we
can.
Remember in these difficult times the MCF is here to help. If you think they may be able to
help you or someone you know please make the call or contact your Almoner or Benevolent
Representative. This can be done very confidentially by contacting the MCF enquiry line: 0800
035 60 90.
John Thompson – Festival Director
Andrew Thompson – Provincial Charity Steward

Andrew Thompson – ProvChStwd

Lodge Awards
If you want a Festival team member to
visit for advice or to acknowledge your
next milestone please let us know.

169 Bronze Awards

118 Silver Awards
Masonic Charitable Foundation appoints new Chief Executive
Les Hutchinson will be taking over as Chief Executive of the Masonic Charitable Foundation
(MCF), following the announcement of the retirement of the current Chief Executive, David
Innes.
David will be retiring in the late summer after over four very successful years at the helm of
the MCF and eight years as Chief Executive of the Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution
(RMBI), now a subsidiary of MCF. The Durham 2021 Team have worked with Les over the last
six years and we wish him all the best in his new appointment.

STAY ALERT

Durham 2021 Festival

CONTROL THE VIRUS

@2021durham

Durham 2021

70 Gold Award

35 Platinum Award

SAVE LIVES

MCF confidential enquiry line: 0800 035 60 90

www.durham2021.org | June 2020 | Issue 25 | Page 2 of 8

Durham 2021
FESTIVAL NEWS
A man never stands as tall as when he kneels to help a child. MCF confidential enquiry line: 0800 035 60 90

Lodge Awards & St Aidan
Due to our isolation we are getting behind on the distribution of our awards which recognize
the hard work done by the lodges over the last 4 years for the Festival, so this month our
Festival Director was invited along to St Aidan’s Lodge Zoom meeting hosted by John Watts
who was scheduled to be installed as Master in the month of May. John surprised the Lodge
by announcing they had reached their target (Gold) award for raising in excess of £16,000.
John of course will follow this up with an actual visit when the restrictions are lifted.

PLATINUM AWARDS ~ A Night of Celebration at Marquess of Granby
Following an Initiation Ceremony, on Tuesday 3rd March 2020, the Provincial Grand Master
presented the lodge with their platinum award for raising over 130% of their festival target.
Funds have been raised in a variety of ways during the festival period including from a
sponsored dinner, Brethren taking part in Festival Events, a Hadrian's Wall Walk and other
fund raising activities such as regular lodge raffles etc.
At the beginning of the evening the dispensation was read out in open lodge to allow the
initiation of a Lewis, the candidate being below the age of 21 years. The lodge master then
lead his team to perform an excellent 1st degree ceremony in front of their 37 guests from
20 lodges.
Afterwards at the Festive board, John Paul Thompson presented 2 medals to lodge members
for taking part in the Hadrian’s Wall
walk.
He then went on to present the Master
Jason Heels with a Festival Stewards
Jewel which he was instructed had to
be forwarded to his wife. John pointed
out to the 55 masons present that she
personally had raised enough funds to
entitle her to receive a Festival Jewel.
John also thanked Jason for his

SILVER AWARDS
The PGM is on hand at Doric
The PGM and the full team visited Doric in
February to Present John Billington with a
50 year certificate for services to
freemasonry. At the same time John
acknowledged the fantastic support from
the lodge for the 2021 festival and
presented Peter Bambrough with a silver
badge to mark their latest achievement in
raising over £10,000. Well done everyone

Faithfull Lodge of Durham
Congratulations to Faithful Lodge of
Durham for attaining the Silver Lodge
Award, presented to the WM Peter Halligan
by East Area Director David Hanson.

GOLD AWARDS ~ Double Joy for St Hilda Lodge
St Hilda Lodge No 240 welcomed the Provincial Grand Master John Arthur and a Deputation
of his Officers to join in the celebrations of 240 years of existence. The Lodge room was full
to capacity and after opening the Lodge the Master Kenneth Webster introduced W Bro
Bernard Hope who delivered an entertaining oration and then W Bro Canon Ronald Black who
blessed the expertly restored terrestrial and celestial globes which were proudly on display
in magnificent cabinets specially made for that purpose.
Kenneth then presented John with a cheque for £2,400.00 towards the 2021 Festival which
took the Lodge past their target, thereby qualifying for the Gold Pin which John presented to
the Charity Representative, Chris Raven, along with the accompanying certificate to mark
this very special milestone which Kenneth accepted on behalf of the Brethren of the Lodge.
The festive board saw the celebrations continue with the serving of an excellent meal in a
great atmosphere and in response to his toast John paid tribute to all of the Brethren of St
Hilda Lodge in their efforts in raising funds towards the Festival and maintaining this fine
Lodge in the strongest traditions of its long history.
Well done St Hilda.
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COVID-19: Supporting you and your community
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The 40th Great North Run
At the time of publication the GNR is still on
but for how much longer we do not know.
We appreciate the uncertainty for our 15
runners, but we can see from the many
posts that they are keeping up with the
training. Good luck to you all and fingers
crossed you make it to the start and finish
line in September.

Freemasonry’s response to COVID-19 pandemic
‘Freemasons’ COVID-19 Community Fund’ raises money for charities and
projects that are helping people through the current coronavirus pandemic.
With the coronavirus pandemic continuing to challenge all of us in our everyday lives, the
Masonic Charitable Foundation (MCF) is working in partnership with the United Grand Lodge
of England (UGLE) to help Freemasonry respond to this national crisis.
The MCF has allocated £2.75m to support Freemasonry’s charitable response to COVID-19.
This money is already being used to fund local projects across the country identified by
UGLE’s ten Regional Communication Groups.
Projects supported include the provision of Personal Protective Equipment to NHS and care
workers, funding meals prepared at masonic halls for isolated and vulnerable people and
supporting the recruitment of volunteers for local Age UK branches and other services.
To raise additional funds in support of the longer-term relief effort, the MCF has also
established the Freemasons’ COVID-19 Community Fund – a special appeal dedicated to
raising money for charities and projects that are helping people through the current
coronavirus pandemic.
The Freemasons’ COVID-19 Community Fund is administered through our well-established
Relief Chest Scheme and the MCF will match donations received up to £1 million.
All funds raised will be distributed either to a registered charity or to any other COVID-19
related activity, as agreed by the COVID-19 Regional Communication Groups (RCG).
Freemasons and their families can help by donating online, via SMS (by texting ‘COVID19’ to
70500 to donate £5) or by starting a fundraising campaign.
To make a donation or access the donation guide, please visit mcf.org.uk/covid19fund
This may all seem complicated but its not. The Festival Team are here to help with any
questions you may have. Please contact paul.quinn@durham2021.org with your question
and one of the team will respond. As mentioned in this newsletter we have had many
requests from Durham members who would like to support the COVID-19 FUND so we
encourage you to start fundraising.

To date the COVID-19 Community Fund has raised £508,424.13 at 13/05/20.

Do you need help?
Contact us on 0800 035 60 90
or email help@mcf.org.uk
Durham 2021 Festival
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He just keeps on Stepping !
John Thompson was so inspired by Captain
Tom Moore and his steps around his garden
to raise money for the NHS, that he set up a
Facebook page to raise money for the
Masonic Charitable Foundation, specifically
their Masonic COVID19 Appeal and their
promise to match fund anything donated.
Being no stranger to a Fitbit step challenge
the most he had ever done in a day was
40,000 when he completed the Great North
Run in 2017. This time his aim was 60,000
steps in a day.
The run/walk step challenge commenced
before 6am on Sunday 26th April and
continued throughout the day until the
magic 60,000 total was reached at 4.30pm.
In a live Facebook video John announced
that he had raised the magnificent total of
over £2500.00 and with match funding and
gift aid bringing that total to over
£5,500.00. John went on to thank
everybody for their support in this challenge
and urged others to do the same before
taking a well earned rest and an early night.
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Counselling
HKJCOE@AKQNJ=J?E=HCN=JPOSAKBBAN=??AOOPK=
professional Counselling Careline. The Careline is a
?KJ@AJPE=HBNAAOANRE?ABKN"NAAI=OKJO=J@PDAEN
family members that is independent of the charity.

#TimetoText

The Counselling Careline can offer support for:
Anxiety, depression or stress
Feelings of uncertainty, growing worry
or panic

We're proud to announce that
the Freemasons' COVID-19
Community Fund has reached
over £500k!
UGLE and the MCF have launched
#TimetoText as the push to £1
million begins. You can donate £5
by texting COVID19 to 70500

Adjusting to retirement
Workplace pressures
A=HEJCSEPD@A>P=J@J=J?E=HOPNAOO
Bereavement, divorce and loneliness
Illness, addiction or family ill-health
The Careline is operated by trained counsellors who will
listen to you, offer professional guidance and arrange up
to six telephone or face-to-face sessions.

Freemasons, their wives, partners or widows,
as well as children between the ages of 17-25
and in full-time education, can access the
Counselling Careline.

We will miss our Friend
It is with deep sadness and affection that we
mourn our friend and Brother WBro Phil
Grieveson PAGDC who sadly passed away in
early April. Phil was a Past Master of Lumley
Lodge No 5807 and a respected Officer of
the United Grand Lodge of England and The
PGL Durham and a founding and valued
member of our 2021 Festival Committee.
Phil was a true Gentleman and always happy
to help in any capacity. We will miss his
infectious smile at our meetings. Our
Thoughts and Prayers are with his wife
Lesley and the rest of the Family.

0800 035 60 90
www.mcf.org.uk/counselling
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Festival Plant Sale
It was with regret that the Shildon
Corinthian Gardeners had to cancel this
years public sale, but undeterred they sold
the plants locally within the guidelines and
again made a massive contribution to the
2021 Festival.
Many thanks to Brain, Alan and David who
have raised the outstanding amount of
£1,053. These guys really know how to
grow and sell plants.

#TimetoToast
Time to toast once again. Our festival team send their thanks and best wishes during
this time of uncertainty.

If you need support please get in touch.

Grand Raffle Update
As previously mentioned we have had to
defer the draw of the Grand Raffle to a
suitable date in 2021 which is still to be
determined. If you have sold your tickets
then please return your stubs with a cheque
made payable to “The Durham 2021
Festival” to Andrew Foster who will ensure
any funds are allocated to your lodge. We
have had enquiries regarding selling the
tickets, this is fine as long as you follow the
government guidelines regarding social
interaction. This will become easier as rules
relax over time. Please use the opportunity
to sell to family and friends and give them
the chance to win £5,000
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It’s time to ZOOM
You may be aware that many lodges have
held zoom meetings to keep in touch with
their members. The festival team have
done exactly the same and we would like
to extend the invitation to our Festival Hall
Ambassadors and to Lodge Charity
Stewards or anyone wishing to take part in
an event. It will give us the opportunity to
give more detail on our plans going
forward and also to answer any questions
you may have.
If you wish to take part please get in touch with paul.quinn@durham2021.org

Some Lodges in our Province have set up a
COVID-19 fundraising page and members
have donated what they would have spent
on a meal or on raffle tickets at their normal
lodge meeting, If you wish to do something
like this for your lodge please get in touch
with paul.quinn@durham2021.org and we
will set up a page for you and get you
started.

We will probably limit these to 20-30 members per meeting.

The Zoom meeting dates will be:

The cost of a meal

Saturday 6th June at 12pm
Sunday 7th June at 4pm
Tuesday 9th June at 7pm

?

Question - Can a Lodge make a
donation to a charity, when it is
unable to meet and vote on the
matter in open Lodge?

Happy Birthday MCF
April 1st marked four years since the MCF was established. Together, we have made a huge
difference to the lives of thousands of people across the country and overseas.
Thanks to your continuing support, we have responded to over 50,000 enquiries from
Freemasons and their families, awarding almost 30,000 grants; and nearly £20m has been
awarded to over 2,000 charities providing support to people in local communities.

Donate Online
Fill out a simple online donation form.

Donate by Text
To donate £5 text COVID19 to 70500.

Donate by Post
Use a credit card or cheque.

Community Fund

Full details

Answer - It is probably better that it does
not do so, but if the matter is a case of
emergency and the Lodge has a by-law in
the form of that in the standard model, the
Master has power to authorise a payment
and report it to the Lodge at its next regular
meeting. (Even so a Master would be wise
to consult fairly widely with the members
before exercising his power).
It is clear from this that the Lodge should
follow the rules stated in its by-laws. In
many cases this will allow the Worshipful
Master to authorise a payment in the case
of an emergency. It is imperative that this
payment is reported at its next regular
meeting. (It is also useful to note that there
is no need for this to be proposed, seconded
and voted on at that meeting).

mcf.org.uk/covid19fund.
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Durham COVID-19 Supporters
This is your chance to support the COVID-19 Community Fund and
our 2021 Festival
As you are all aware, our fundraising plans for 2020 have been somewhat overtaken
by the small matter of a worldwide pandemic. We are all facing some significant
economic uncertainties and social distancing requirements look set to remain in
place for some time.

Community Fund

In the circumstances we have taken the difficult (but we hope understandable)
decision to postpone all of the events that we were organising ourselves for this year.
The majority of these events will still take place but we have moved the dates in to
2021 and we will keep you all advised of developments in that regard.

With regards to the events that are being organised by others (e.g. The Great North
Run), we are obviously in the hands of the organisers and at the time of writing there
remains a possibility (although perhaps only a slim one) that those events will take place. Again, we will update further as
the position is clarified. We wish all of our runners well in their training in the meantime.
With the coronavirus pandemic continuing to challenge all of us in our everyday lives, the Masonic Charitable Foundation
(MCF) is working in partnership with the United Grand Lodge of England (UGLE) to help Freemasonry respond to this
national crisis.
To raise additional funds in support of the longer-term relief effort, the MCF has also established the Freemasons’
COVID-19 Community Fund – a special appeal dedicated to raising money for charities and projects that are helping people
through the current coronavirus pandemic. This fund currently stands at over £500,000 from donations from Freemasons
and their families.
We have received a number of queries from members who remain keen to raise charitable funds towards their Lodges
Festival Target and, in particular, to support fundraising to assist those most effected by COVID-19. With the COVID-19
community Fund you have the option to support both. All of the money raised through events will be allocated to the lodge
of the fundraiser. Or you can support your own lodge by texting donations. Freemasons and their families can help by
donating online, via SMS (by texting ‘COVID19’ to 70500 to donate £5)
We have set up a series of challenges that Brethren can take part in, either virtually or in person (maintaining the current
Social Distancing guidelines at all times). We have focused these challenges on the types of event that we have had to
postpone - Cycling, Running, Walking and Climbing.
We have also had interest from lodges whose members wish to donate the cost of a meal they might have spent at a
meeting or the couple of pounds spent on a raffle ticket. This can also be done in support of the fund via a simple donation
page which we are happy to set up for each lodge or Chapter.
If you would like to take part in one or more of the challenges detailed below or to set up a donations fund for your Lodge
members, to raise funds not only for your Lodge and The Festival but also in aid of COVID-19 relief measures, please
register by contacting paul.quinn@durham2021.org. Paul will be happy to set up your Everyday Hero page and add you to
the Durham 2021 COVID supporters team.

Please Note
Funds held in Provincial, Lodge or Chapter charity accounts (incl. Relief Chests) that have been identified and/or designated
for festival appeals, should not be diverted to the COVID-19 Fund as this would not be considered best practice.

Bonus Ball Winners ( pic of bonus ball)
This is a great idea which was shared by Tony Conlon The Charity Steward of
Ernest Dixon Lodge 7856. Tony responded to our last requests for fundraising ideas
lodge were having during the lockdown, well Tony has organised raffle on the
National Lottery Bonus Ball Draw each Saturday night, they are currently in week 7
with 59 numbers in the lot, so only 50p per number, he is doing this until 28th
Sept, which should be their Lodge meeting, so each week he has £29.50 collected,
£20 to the winner £9.50 to the Lodge, X 28 weeks total of £266 Minimum,
hoping for £300. Participants pay into a dedicated lodge bank account, Each
Sunday morning the lucky winner is informed. It is their intention to give a
donation to Covid19 community Fund. This is a wonderful and simple idea which I
know has been done by other lodges with great success. Well done to Ernest Dixon
Lodge one of our 2021 Festival Platinum Lodges.
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COVID-19 Challenges
Please join in or lend your support
Community Fund

All of these events have to be conducted in accordance with the government guidelines
regarding outdoor activities and social distancing. Currently these could be done solo in
your house or outdoors with your family unit or one non family member, provided
social distancing is maintained.

The following are just some suggestions. If you have any ideas of your own that would be great.
If you want to take part please get in touch and we can assist you with an online fundraising page. Every fundraiser will
receive the new MCF 2020 shirt and a medal

Cycling
1. 100 Miles in 1 day (virtual or in person) - Event open any day from now until 31.10.20
2. 300 Miles in 1 month (virtual or in person) - Event open for any continuous 30 day period from now until 31.10.20

Running
1. Run 5k in 1 day (virtual or in person) - Event open any day from now until 31.10.20
2. Run 10k in 1 day (virtual or in person) - Event open any day from now until 31.10.20
3. Run a half Marathon 1 day (virtual or in person) - Event open any day from now until 31.10.20
4. Run a Marathon 1 day (virtual or in person) - Event open any day from now until 31.10.20
5. Run 50 Miles in 1 month (virtual or in person) - Event open for any continuous 30 day period from now until 31.10.20

Walking
1. Walk 15 miles in one day (virtual or in person) - Event open any day from now until 31.10.20
2. Walk 50 miles in 1 month (virtual or in person) - Event open for any continuous 30 day period from now until 31.10.20
3. Walk a 1,000,000 steps in 60 days (virtual or in person) - Event open for any 60 day continuous period from now until
31.10.20

Climbing
1. Climb the height of Scafell Pike (3209ft) in 1 day (virtual or in person) – Event

open any day from now until 31.10.20

2. Climb the height of Everest (29029ft) in 1 month (virtual or in person) - Event open for any continuous 30 day period
from now until 31.10.20

Get involved & make a difference
Contact Paul Quinn Mob: 07946419224 | Email: paul.quinn@durham2021.org
STAY ALERT
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