
Durham 2021 
FESTIVAL NEWS

A man never stands as tall as when he kneels to help a child.

A message from the Festival Director 
Brethren, Christmas is fast approach and also nearing the end of year one of our 
festival campaign. Thank you all who have given such tremendous support to our 
campaign over the last ten months which has enabled us to reach our first £1,000,000in 
record time. Please continue to support your Charity Steward; if you haven’t already 
committed to a regular monthly giving amount why you don’t ask for a form and make 
a pledge to support your lodge toward their target and thereby supporting the children 

who so desperately need our support? Or why not do a sponsored event? There are many ways you can help. 
In 2017 we will be hosting a coast to coast cycle ride and taking part in the Great North Run. Full details 
contained in this newsletter. Remember you don’t have to do much, but please do something.

Charity Steward Festival Seminars  
Get the date in the diary!
It’s been 12months since our original seminars which were very well attended,  
we have been asked to host others, so we have decided to have two additional seminars 
early next year. The first will be at Ferryhill Masonic Hall Monday 6th February and the 
second in Gateshead on Wednesday 8th February. These are for lodge Charity stewards, 
Worshipful Masters, Hall Ambassadors or other lodge representatives who are involved 
with the festival. Please book your place with paul.quinn@durham2021.org. Come 
along, get involved and find out how we can help you.

£20,000 Already!!
Early evening on Wednesday 26th of 
October brethren started to gather for 
the annual installation of the Master 
Elect Nigel O’Brien-Bird at Trinity 
Lodge, who meet in Darlington. The 
representative of the Provincial Grand 
Master for the evening was the Assistant 
Provincial Grand Master, Simon Craig 
Steele. The installation  was soon under 
way after he was presented by his father, 

Tony Bird.  At the end of the meeting during the second rising the newly installed 
master presented a “heavy cheque” to the APGM, on behalf of the brethren of Trinity 
for £2,500 towards the 2021 festival.  Craig sincerely thanked the brethren for their 
generosity and advised that this now takes the lodge to achieve the silver award towards 
the lodge festival target.  Craig gave particular thanks to Simon Atkinson, the lodge 
Charity Steward, for his hard work and effort. The lodge has now raised over £20,000.

City Hooked  
on Silver 

At the last 
regular 
meeting of 
City Lodge, 
Bill Hobson 
attended in 
his capacity 

as Festival Area Director for the North 
to inform the Worshipful Master, and 
brethren that City Lodge that they were 
making great strides towards reaching 
its target towards the 2021 Festival. He 
announced that the lodge contributions 
to date had earned them the eligibility of 
Silver lodge award.

He congratulated the Lodge and presented 
their Charity Steward, Geoff Smith with a 
Silver lapel pin to mark such an impressive 
achievement.

However, the tables were turned on him 
when he was presented with a cheque for 
another £200 to be contributed to the 
lodge total by Mark Hoynes. Mark had 
organised a fishing competition during 
the summer break. The event had been 
a great success and this donation was a 
result of the proceeds of that event, which 
Mark hopes to repeat next year.“heavy 
cheque” to the APGM, on behalf of the 
brethren of Trinity for £2,500 towards the 
2021 festival. Craig sincerely thanked the 
brethren for their generosity and advised 
that this now takes the lodge to achieve 
the silver award towards the lodge festival 
target. Craig gave particular thanks to 
Simon Atkinson, the lodge Charity Steward, 
for his hard work and effort. The lodge has 
now raised over £20,000. Durham 2021 Festival @2021durham Durham 2021

Total raised so far £1,109,000 

The dripping tap 
will fill the bath!
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Many Thanks

These are just some of the very 
generous donations we’ve had since 
the last newsletter. We appreciate all 
donations, so apologise if yours is not 
mentioned.

£2500  Trinity Lodge No 4751

£944  Sportsmans Lodge No 9444

£500  Ellsion Hall Lodge No 7165

£500  Restoration Lodge No 111

£500  Palmer Lodge No 9255

£500  Lodge of Benevolence No 6457

£500  Northumberland Masonic 
 Demonstration Team

£500  Hudson RA Chapter No 2791

£500  Byerley Lodge No 7853

£400  Whitworth Lodge No 1932

£250  Bedic Lodge No 5915

£250  Norman Chapter No 1334

£200  City Lodge No 3568

St Oswald are setting the Standard
A very pleasing duty for the Festival Director 
John Thompson to visit Darlington In October, 
the home of St Oswald lodge to acknowledge 
the lodge achieving their silver festival award. 
The lodge has already collected more than 
£9000 — over 67% of their target amount. 
Charity Steward and Benevolence representative 
Duncan Maw received and now wears the silver 
pin to signify the lodge’s amazing progress. John 
thanked Duncan personally for his hard work, 
and the brethren for the support they have 
given the festival. to date 81% of the brethren 
are giving on a regular basis with an average of 
£750 each projected.  

The newest Entered Apprentice received his jewel together with an explanation 
from John on the Masonic Charitable Foundation and the amazing work they do  
for our organisation and the community as a whole. Well done St Oswald.

Well done Sincerity
Michael Shaw, whilst representing the 
Provincial Grand Master at the recent 
Installation meeting of Sincerity Lodge,  
took the opportunity to present Gordon Brewis, 
the Charity Steward, with the Silver Pin to 
acknowledge the lodge’s progress in fundraising 
for the Durham 2021 Festival. 

Sincerity Lodge brethren have raised over 
£5,500 (66% of their target) since the launch 
and I’m sure the Charity Steward has his sights 
firmly set on reaching the target.

The total raised from 
the Raby Gala was 

£72,387.81  
(The best Gala total EVER!)

“ I am delighted and completely amazed at the continued generosity of the 
	 Freemasons	throughout	the	Province.	In	the	last	month	we	have	sent	a	final 
 account statement to all the Lodges and Chapters and as a result of us 
 ‘shaking the box’, look what has dropped out! Congratulations to everyone.”

 Andrew P. F. Foster, Gala Director
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Sweetie Challenge –  
Thornhill Lodge leading the Way
Over 2300 of our brethren are taking part in the Smarties Challenge, please 
ensure you fill your tube and return it to your Charity Steward without delay. 
Thornhill Lodge in Sunderland are currently leading the way with £161.20 + Gift 
Aid. Come on brethren ensure your lodge is represented.

Attention Charity Stewards!
Please complete the Smarties donation form to ensure we record your lodge 
support and allow us to access the additional Gift Aid. The form is available from 
the download section on the website www.durham2021.org  or click on the 
sweetie tube on the festival website home page

2017 
Events
Brethren we have two major Festival 
fundraising events planned next 
year for our 2021 Festival but also to 
acknowledge the 300th anniversary of 
UGLE. Full details will be revealed in 
the next issue of the gazette. We have 
limited numbers and we expect high 
demand, so please ensure you register 
your interest early.
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Have you had one yet?
Our presentations have become very 
popular, If you have a quiet meeting or a 
free night and want to know more about 
the festival and how the MCF can help you 
and your families then contact the Festival 
Secretary paul.quinn@durham2021.org

Donation to make? – Tell us 
If your lodge intends to make a sizable donation or a 
donation that will take you to your next award, please 
let us know to ensure we can help you support  
this achievement with a member of the executive or  
the senior festival team.

Its only 33p a day 
1200 Qualified as Festival 
Stewards — that’s 18% 
of our members. The 
qualification amount is  
£480 or £10 per month  
over 4 years or you can 
qualify by raising the  
amount of £480 via 
sponsorship.

Smarties

We have distributed over 2500 sweetie 
tubes to the brethren but to date only 
2 lodges have returned a completed 
donation sheet. Please support your 
charity steward and return your tubes 
full of 20p’s please.

Do you fancy a  
GALLON OF WHISKY?

Then you need 
to visit lodge of 
loyalty at Queen 
St, Sunderland. 
Keith Bibby and 
Bill Newhall will 

sell you a ticket — £1 a go. Go on ... 
you know you want to! They are selling 
600 tickets, with 400 already sold. 
Good luck guys a simple idea with a 
fantastic return for our festival. If you 
fancy doing something like this in your 
lodge building then let us know.
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MCF News
£58K grant will fund research into eye 
tests for children with cerebral palsy

The Masonic Charitable Foundation 
has donated £58,321 to Sparks, a 
charity which raises funds to  
support pioneering children’s 
medical research. 

This grant will fund research into the 
development of visual impairment 
screening methods for children with 

cerebral palsy as currently there is no routine assessment to test visual function in 
the most severely disabled children.

Visual problems in children with cerebral palsy
Cerebral palsy affects more than 25,000 children and young people across the UK. 
It is caused by brain damage during pregnancy or early infancy and can lead to 
developmental problems.

Children with severe cerebral palsy often have limited mobility and verbal skills 
and therefore rely heavily on their vision for communication and learning. Some 
have limited speech or produce no sound at all. For these children, their vision is 
essential to the way they interact with and learn from the world around them.

Unfortunately, children with cerebral palsy also have a greater risk of experiencing 
visual problems, yet these problems are often missed or misdiagnosed. 

Potential impact of research
This research could be life-changing for children who rely on their vision to 
interact with others. It will enable these children to access the best possible  
care, dramatically improving their development, learning and quality of life.

 To learn more about Sparks and the research they fund, please visit  
www.sparks.org.uk

Cystic Fibrosis Trust
The MCF have awarded £500,000 to 
the Cystic Fibrosis Trust to help fund 
the development of their programme 
which aims to help people living with 
Cystic Fibrosis avoid almost daily trips 
to hospital.

Cystic Fibrosis Trust innovative 
programme, called SmartCareFC, has 
been largely funded by a grant from the 
Foundation. SmartCareFC will explore 
the benefits of monitoring the condition 
at home and liaising with specialist 
health teams remotely. This should 
avoid people living with the condition 
having to repeatedly travel into hospital.

Avoiding regular hospital visits could 
reduce the risk of hospital-based 
infections and lessen the daily burden  
of living with the condition.

Ed Owen, Chief Executive at the Cystic 
Fibrosis Trust thanked Freemasons for 
their extremely generous donations:

“We are very grateful to the Masonic 
Charitable Foundation for the 
opportunity to expand our work in 
healthcare technology”.

Supporting young people with cancer in England
The Masonic Charitable Foundation has awarded a £75,738 grant to CLIC Sargent, the UK’s 
leading cancer charity for children and young people.

The grant will fund the salary of a Young People’s Community Worker based at Royal Marsden 
Hospital in Surrey to ensure that young people with cancer receive age-appropriate support 
throughout their cancer treatment and beyond.

CLIC Sargent is the UK’s leading cancer support charity for children and young people and their 
families. Its specialist teams provide practical, emotional, clinical, and financial support from 
diagnosis onwards for children and young people with cancer, and their families across the UK.
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