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£80,000 of Support
to Durham Charities 

Message from The Festival Director
September normally brings a renewed interest as we return from our Summer recess, but this year 
for some our recess has been much longer than expected and for others it continues until 
circumstances hopefully return to the normal. I wish you and your families all the very best as we 
continue to get through a very difficult 2020. 

I do hope 2021 brings us good fortune as we look to conclude our 5 year Festival campaign with 
our Festival in the Park event scheduled for 24th July 2021 in the fabulous Grand Marquee at 
Wynyard. Full details of what we hope will be a fitting finale to a very successful Festival Campaign 
for the MCF in the name of the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys will be coming soon.

Unfortunately, our January event at the Hippodrome has been cancelled due to the Government 
restrictions which will prevent us from having the variety show we would have liked to mark our 
5th year of fundraising.John Thompson – Festival Director

New draw date 12th March 2021 
at Nevill Lodge of Installed Masters, Darlington
Now that lodges are slowly returning we have set a new draw date for the Grand 
Raffle which will be at Nevill L of IM on 12th March 2020 at the festive board. Our 
Draw Director Andrew Foster has emailed all the lodges with the relevant updates.  
For this to be a success we need all of our Lodges to take part to ensure we raise 
and surpass the £7,700 prize money. Remember you can sell the tickets to 
members / friends or why not even purchase them as a lodge.  Every pound 
purchased on tickets will be allocated against your lodge target. All cheques to be 
made payable to “The Durham 2021 Festival”.

If your lodge has mislaid tickets or they are locked in a building Andrew can 
provide additional tickets. Lodges can also purchase tickets remotely from Andrew 
for the Lodge and Andrew will allocate numbers and enter them into the draw. 
Remember our first prize is £5,000 and you have to be in it to win it!

With the Festival Finale  now only 11 months away we have to think about calculating our final total. To this end we have discussed this 
with the Masonic Charitable Foundation and have formed a strategy to conclude our fundraising activities which is covered in this 
newsletter. We understand and realise many Lodges are still facing disruption and some will be finding it difficult to meet and to make 
vital decisions. If your Lodge is looking to release funds to support the Festival, I encourage you to do so and to forward those donations 
to Provincial Office as soon as possible. This will ensure we can credit it to your Lodge total without delay.

Remember, in these difficult times the MCF is here to help. If you think they may be able to help you or someone you know please 
make the call or contact your Almoner or Benevolent Representative. This can be done very confidentially by contacting the MCF 
enquiry line: 0800 035 60 90.

John Thompson – Festival Director

During April to August £80,000 of support has been issued via 
Durham Benevolence and The national COVID-19 fund from UGLE 
/ MCF to projects here in our Province. The support has been 
widespread, covering all areas of our Province, supporting vital 
food banks, providing iPads to local hospices and hospital wards. 
Helping charities that support those with disabilities or mental 
health issues, giving vital support to male and female refuges, 

elderly care. Ensuring the speedy manufacture of vital PPE to key 
workers as well as supporting local wildlife charities. All this has 
been made possible by the generosity of freemasons and their 
families who continue to support our masonic charity.

This support will probably only be the beginning as the social and 
economic  effects of this pandemic become apparent. 
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Our Friends Remembered
In the last couple of months we have said our farewells to our friends Mike Cockerton and 
Nigel Foster who have been great contributors to our Festival campaign over many years. 
Mike as you know was the Festival Treasurer for several years and steered our finances and 
was a vital link between Durham and the Charity. Mike had been diagnosed with Cancer over 
two years ago but bravely carried on until the very end only relinquishing his duties as he 
entered a hospice.

Nigel Foster was the treasurer of the very successful 2009 & 2016 Raby Galas', the latter 
forming part of our current Festival. The great success of the Gala gave us the positive start 
we were looking for and set our fundraising on the right track. Nigel with his brother Andrew 
had been pupils at The Masonic School at Bushey and had first-hand experience of masonic 
support. Nigel also battled a short illness with Cancer and was taken from his family too 
soon. 

Mike and Nigel when called upon always said “Yes” and were always happy to help. We think 
of them both with fond memories and send our best wishes to the families and friends they 
left behind. The COVID fund has just passed 

£1,000,000, with a further 
£1,000,000 being committed by the 
MCF to ensure the support continues.

Over the past five months, 
Freemasons across England and 
Wales have been generously donating 
to support members of their 
communities most affected by 
COVID-19. 

The MCF and United Grand Lodge of 
England are incredibly proud of the 
response shown by Freemasons to 
support others throughout this 
global crisis – this Fund is a true 
testament of the kindness and 
charitable nature of Freemasonry. 

THANK YOU to everyone who has 
donated. This Fund will remain open 
for any further donations and will be 
used to actively support projects that 
are helping people back on their feet. 

See the impact this fund is already 
having on our local community: 
mcf.org.uk/covid19impact

Keeping the lines Open
‘Family Help’ Darlington Women’s 
Refuge has been awarded an £840 
Support Grant to enable regular 
communication with clients to be 
maintained.

When staff were unable to work on-site 
due to lock-down, Family Help was 
faced with the challenge of maintaining 
regular communication with its clients 
and managing its domestic abuse 
helpline, which receives approximately 
30 calls per month, whilst working 
remotely.

Family Help had to source 4 mobile handsets, one for each of its support staff, to maintain 
regular contact with clients despite staff not being on-site.

The charity also needed to divert its helpline calls to a dedicated mobile to ensure those 
affected by domestic abuse could still access their specialist support service by telephone. 
The Grant will now make it possible to maintain telecommunications for an entire year.

Carole Clarkson – Chief Executive Officer
 “Thank you so much to all at Durham Freemasons for your recent financial donation to Family Help. 
We were absolutely overwhelmed by your generosity and would like to thank you for donating at such 
a critical time”.

TARGET ACHIEVED

£1,000,000

£750,000

£500,000

£250,000

£50,000

Nigel FosterMike Cockerton
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With our Festival now being in the final months we need to think about how we wind down to our conclusion at Wynyard on 24th July 2021 
and ensure all our donations are allocated correctly. To this end we have worked with the MCF to plan the following timetable. Some of the 
items may be subject to change depending on the developing situation with regard to COVID-19.

24th January 2021 . . . . Festival in the Park tickets go on sale

28th February 2021 . . . Grand Raffle - Ticket stubs and payment to be submitted to Andrew Foster

12th March 2021  . . . . . Grand Raffle draw at Nevill Lodge of Installed Masters

30th March 2021  . . . . Final date for Lodge donations to be submitted

30th March 2021  . . . . Final date for Lodges who wish to pledge a donation. A donation pledge form must be completed and 
submitted by this date with the donation due for payment on 30th June 2021.

30th March 2021  . . . . . Final date for manual sponsorship forms from any sponsorship events excluding London – Paris ride.

13th June 2021 . . . . . . . Final date for submission of manual sponsorship forms from the London to Paris Ride Only

13th June 2021 . . . . . . . Everyday Hero relief chests to close to donations

30th June 2021  . . . . . . Final date for individual personal direct debits to be allocated to the Festival. Any active direct debits after 
this date will be held in the Durham Province relief chest for future charitable giving. Anyone with an 
active direct debit after this date will be contacted by the Festival team with regards to their options.

30th June 201  . . . . . . . Lodge Pledge donations payment due.

24th July 2021 . . . . . . . Festival in the Park – The Festival Finale at Wynyard.

 The Festival Surgery is Open ~ Ask us a question
Zoom meetings have been a very effective method of keeping in touch with our members. The festival team have done exactly the same 
and we would like to extend the invitation to our Lodge Charity Stewards to join our Festival Surgery.  John Thompson will host a zoom 
meeting from 7pm for 45 minutes on the last Sunday of September.  It will be an open session to drop in and ask a question.

Zoom meeting information
Topic:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2021 Festival Surgery

Time:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27th September, 2020 7 PM Greenwich Mean Time

Join Meeting:  . . . . . . . https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7935113261?pwd=NXJEM1RlMGMwUTBIcVNWc0poZzlXQT09 

Meeting ID:  . . . . . . . . 793 511 3261 

Pass-code:  . . . . . . . . . durham2021 

If you can’t make the zoom meeting please feel free to contact us in the normal manner with your questions if you need advice or support.

The Countdown is on to the 24th July 2021 

COVID Grant Supports ‘Wild@Home’
Durham Wildlife Trust have been awarded £3,600 in support of ‘Wild@Home’ 
which is a free weekly program to discover, explore and take part in wildlife 
activities, supporting home learning, encouraging everyone to enjoy and benefit 
from nature and raising awareness about wildlife and the outdoors during the 
coronavirus crisis.

Wild@Home is free to all at the point of delivery, aimed at children and families 
across Durham, Darlington, Gateshead, Sunderland, and South Tyneside.

Despite lock-down restrictions beginning to ease, many children are still unable 
to go to school and participate in their usual learning activities.

The activities aim to reinvigorate everyone’s relationship with nature and 
support families with home learning whilst schools are closed.

Each week different learning materials, videos, ID sheets, survey forms, 
practical activities and craft ideas are uploaded onto Durham Wildlife Trust’s 
website. Since the lock-down started there have been over 23,846 new users 
visiting the website. https://durhamwt.com/wildathome/
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168 Bronze Awards 123 Silver Awards 76 Gold Award 38 Platinum Award

Lodge Awards

Although donations have been significantly reduced over the last 6 months with lodges unable to meet we have a been supported 
greatly by those who have a regular recurring payment with us (direct debit) which has ensured vital support continues to the MCF 
and has ensured lodges have achieved their next award. It is our intention to continue to acknowledge our lodges when the 
circumstances allow.

If you have a direct debit running to support the Festival please consider letting it run until the end of the Festival. Your donation 
could help your lodge reach its goal.

It is our intention at the moment for our Area Directors to distribute the Gold awards that have been achieved over this long recess 
with the option for lodges to have an official visit when circumstances permit. If this applies to your lodge someone will be getting 
in touch soon.

It is still the Provincial Grand Masters strong desire that either He or the Festival Director will visit and present personally the 
Platinum Awards.

If you think you are getting close to an award or you need more information on your lodge donations 
please contact paul.quinn@durham2021.org for further information.

Michael James Page BEM
We have set up a fundraising page in the memory of Michael James Page BEM who was a prominent 
Freemason in Nottinghamshire with many friends here in Durham. Michael’s family would like the donations 
to support the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys. Our Festival has the great honour of being the last to 
raise money in the name of the RMTGB, and we were very happy to support Michael’s family with this 
request.

Inside and outside of Freemasonry Michaels greatest love was to help people less fortunate than himself. A 
task he vigorously undertook leading many, many charitable causes. It was so important to him to make life 
a little more precious for the many people who needed it most.

In Michaels memory. All donations received will be thankfully received and faithfully applied to this charity

https://e0124.everydayhero.com/uk/in-memory-of-the-late-michael-james-page-b-e-m

Mark Masons Just Keep Giving
The PGL of Mark Master Masons continue their generosity with another £2,500 donation to 
our Durham 2021 Festival. 

Although the annual meeting could not go ahead due to the pandemic The Provincial Grand 
Master Denovan K Wilson ensured the donation was made and forwarded to our Festival 
President John Arthur. 

The Mark Master Masons of Durham have now given in excess of £20,000 towards our 
Festival.



FESTIVAL NEWS

www.durham2021.org   |  September 2020   |   Issue 26   |  Page 5 of 9

Durham 2021 
FESTIVAL NEWS

A man never stands as tall as when he kneels to help a child. MCF confidential enquiry line: 0800 035 60 90

 Durham 2021 Festival @2021durham Durham 2021 MCF confidential enquiry line: 0800 035 60 90

£6,000 COVID-19 Support Grant from Durham Freemasons.
Billingham & Stockton Borough Food bank Awarded Substantial Grant
Local people in crisis due to the COVID-19 lock down in and around Billingham and Stockton 
are to benefit for the next 3 months as a result of a COVID-19 Support Grant from Durham 
Freemasons.

Provincial Grand Secretary Tom Gittins went along to Billingham to hand over the Grant, 
where he was met by Manager, Jill Coyle who stated:-

“Your donation will enable us to restock and will fund approximately 133, 3 day nutritionally 
balanced, family food boxes. Hopefully one day there will be no need for food-banks as 
everyone will have enough to meet their needs, but until then we will support those in crisis. 
Thank you Durham Freemasons”.

Clients will receive a package of groceries designed to last approx. 3 days for each household 
unit. Many of these people will not yet be receiving government support or Universal Credit 
so their need is immediate and severe.

Laura boosted with £1000 
COVID-19 Grant from 
Durham Freemasons
Technology teacher Laura Watson began 3D 
Printing production of protective visors at 
the onset of the current pandemic to be 
given free of charge to care homes and 
other NHS facilities.

Initially using the facilities at both 
Sunderland University and the Word South 
Shields, Laura who had produced 1000 
visors was desperately in need of additional 
funding to increase the capacity of the not 
for profit project, which would also see local 
community organisations benefiting from 
its legacy.

The Grant will assist with the purchase of 
additional 3D Printers to help with 
production, which will be donated to local 
community art facilities when they are no 
longer required for the production of the 
masks to help stop the spread of COVID-19 
(the Coronavirus).

Together we are making a difference.

50 became 150
Alan Britton took us up on his COVID-19 
challenge to walk 50 miles in a month. Alan 
enjoyed his walking so much he ended up 
covering 150 miles. Well done Allan.

Cash for Kids North
Cash for Kids North East is a children’s charity 
based in the North East of England. Their remit is 
to support disabled and disadvantaged children 
within our local communities. Most of the 
children we support are the 1 in 3 that are living in 
poverty.

In response to the impact of Coronavirus, Cash for 
Kids launched an appeal to help the families that 
need it most. 

Right now, those on low incomes who are living in 
or on the brink of poverty are really  feeling the 
pressure, and this will have an impact on their 
children, and to that wanted to support them 
during this difficult time.

Bobbie Chapman, North East Fundraising 
Executive appealed to Durham Freemasons for a 
grant from their Masonic Charitable Foundation.

We are delighted that the application has been 
successful, and Cash for Kids NE has now received 
a grant of £3500 to aid their efforts to support 
those in desperate need.

Together we can help make a difference to the 
lives of local children in the North East, who 
through no fault of their own, have found 
themselves – along with their families – in this 
unprecedented situation.
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Wrist Bands
Kindly donated by Robert Emmerson 
100 Wrist Bands with the Durham 2021 
Festival Logo will cost only £25. 
Lodges could sell them on to their 
Brethren at £1 each, making profit to 
their lodges festival total of £75.

Please contact Paul Quinn for 
further details and ordering

Merchandise for Sale
We have the latest Masonic Charitable 
Foundation running and cycling shirts 
in stock at Durham, unisex sizes range 
from M to 3XL.

The purple Technical / running shirt is 
£15 collection or £20 inc. postage & 
packing.

The Orange Cycling shirt is £25 
collection or £30 inc postage & packing.

All proceeds from this 
merchandise will be allocated to 
your Lodge.

Please contact Paul Quinn
Shirts are supplied FREE for those 
taking part in sponsorship events for 
the 2021 Festival.

Durham Freemasons Help Charity Out Of A Pickle
The Pickle Palace Social Enterprise Group delighted by Durham Freemasons COVID-19 Relief 
Support Grant of £8,714;

Based in Greenside, Gateshead the Group takes food that supermarkets ‘waste’ because of 
the best before date and re-distributes it with the aim of reducing the food poverty gap in 
our area, to provide healthy and accessible food (and advice) and to reduce the level of food 
going to landfill.

With the onset of the COVID-19 crisis, they stopped all normal activities and re-directed the 
food to those in need in our area, whilst also making chutneys, pickles and jams. Delivering 
some 150 parcels per week and over 24 tonnes of food since the 23rd of March when the 
COVID-19 lock-down began. 

Pickle Palace volunteers also make a weekly visit to the Chopwell Community Centre with 
their produce where food can be collected at the a "Pay As You Please" market.

Hannah Reay of Pickle Palace commented: “I would just like to say a huge thank you to 
Durham Freemasons for this incredible donation. This means we can continue the work we 
are doing for at least 3 months”

To Seaham and Back
The results are in. David and Cal Lister have raised the amazing sum of £1,616.25 from their 
35 mile walk back in June. Thank you to David and Cal and to all the supporters for this great 
achievement in supporting the Masonic Charitable Foundation

Special thanks go to all of those who supported their endeavours and particularly to the 
friends and family who were there at the start, provided refreshments throughout and 
cheered them to the finish. for being there at the start, refreshment points throughout and 
the finish.

You can still sponsor them by following the link. 

https://covid-19.everydayhero.com/uk/david-cal-lister-charity-walk-1 
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https://covid-19.everydayhero.com/uk/durham-covid-19-supporters

100 Miles In A Day
When the London to Paris cycling event had to be postponed this year due to the Pandemic, 
our intrepid cyclists did not use this as an excuse to sit back and relax. Instead, when the 
MCF set up their Covid 19 Support Fund, their thoughts turned to how the cycle team could 
try to raise monies, under the current restrictions, which continue to limit numbers 
congregating together. So - the 100 mile challenge was born.  

The Event saw a team of 14 cyclists boarding a train in Darlington or Durham whilst their 
bikes were being taken by van to Berwick.  Unfortunately, despite best laid plans, the cyclists 
train was delayed and the team were almost an hour late in arriving at the start point. 
Thankfully the ever able support team of Paul Quinn and Harry Prince had the bikes all lined 
up and ready and the team were under way very shortly after arriving.

With their usual precision the organisers, Gavin Rowell and Steve Piercy, had pre-circulated 
the planned route to all of the riders and this promptly resulted in a small detour when the 
team got lost trying to get out of Berwick. In short order however the riders were on the 
National Cycle Route 1, the Coast & Castles route, that they had followed 2 years previously. 
This time however they were trying to cover the route that had previously taken 2 days in 
only 1!

NCN1 proceeds out of Berwick through Spittal and over Goswick Golf course before turning 
to cross the A1 near to Belford. The route has sections over some rough sheep tracks which 
promptly resulted in the ever accident prone Phil Twizell having the first of his minor falls. 
Thankfully there was nothing more bruised than his pride.

After some strenuous climbing away from the coast our team then headed back towards 
Bamburgh where they were delighted to meet up with our PGM, John Arthur and his wife 
Joan who had travelled up to offer their support. After a brief respite however, conscious of 
the late start, the riders were soon back in the saddle, heading through Seahouses and down 
to a lunch stop in Amble. In view of the Covid restrictions it wasn’t possible to arrange a 
meal for such a large group and, instead, our team settled down in the sun for a picnic by 
the harbour where they were again joined by the PGM and his wife and also this time by our 
Festival Director John Thompson and his wife Andrea.

By late afternoon the team were on their way South again, heading for Blyth and on towards 
Tynemouth. By this time fatigue was starting to set in with a number reporting issues with 
cramp and as the wind speeds picked up, progress slowed. It soon became apparent that the 
team were not going to make it back before nightfall, particularly after 2 punctures within 
a matter of only 200 yards. This had, however, always been a risk and the riders had 
appropriate bike lights and nice bright MCF cycle shirts. They proceeded inland to the Tyne 
Pedestrian Tunnel before heading through Washington and then on, in the dark, to the 
finish at Chester-le-Street Masonic Hall.

Some of the team were visibly emotional as friends and family cheered them over the finish 
line before they downed a well-earned drink or two and some delicious food that Gavin’s 
wife Tracey had kindly laid on for them.

Including Gift Aid the Team have raised over £5000 and the sponsorship is 
still coming in. Well done to all. Roll on London to Paris next year  
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The current pandemic is something none of us could have predicted, and has 
caused unprecedented changes to our lives. 

Unfortunately, many people’s financial stability, health and wellbeing have 
been negatively impacted as a result. 
We want to reassure you that we’re still here to support anyone who is going 

current situation or not.

 
by the coronavirus, here’s how we can help: 

Support for daily living 

If you’ve found yourself  
with an unexpected loss  
of income – whether you’re 

self-employed, an employee, or are on a 
zero-hours contract – we can consider 
support to cover daily living costs, 
helping you to make ends meet. 

If you’re struggling to pay your 
rent, mortgage or utility bills 
and are facing eviction or 

arrears, we may be able to provide 
 to keep 

you safe and well in your home. 

Looking after your wellbeing 

If you feel your mood or mental 

social distancing or isolation,  

counselling service, with trained 
professionals on hand to listen and give 
skilled guidance. Please contact our 
Enquiries team who can provide you  
with details for accessing the service.

Breaks for carers

We are aware that many 
forms of respite care,  

such as day centres or residential care, 
are reassessing their services in 
response to social distancing. If you are 
providing care for a loved one and have 
found a form of respite care that suits 

we may be able to provide support 
to help cover the costs. 

Education and skills for  
children and young people 

We understand that many 
educational costs still need to 
be paid, and those looking to 

continue learning may want to make 
applications for further education later 
on in the year. If a reduced household 
income means your child or grandchild 
is struggling to stay in education, or is 
jeopardising their chance of continuing 
their learning, we can consider 
support to keep them in education 
or on a vocational course. 
If your child or grandchild doesn’t have 
the necessary equipment to continue 
learning at home or speak with friends 
and family, we may be able to 
provide laptops and other equipment 
to help them with their work and keep 
in touch with others.

How do I make an application?

If you would like to speak to us 
about making an application, 
please get in touch with the 

team – at this time it is 
preferable to do so by email 
– providing details about your
situation and the best number
on which to contact you.

In normal circumstances,  
an application involves a 
visit to your home from an 
MCF Visiting Volunteer or  
a member of our Advice  
& Support Team, to take 
you through the 
application form. 

Get in touch with our 
Enquiries team to see 
if we can help you: 

 help@mcf.org.uk

  0800 035 60 90
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To ensure your safety, as well as that of our 
 

Team are instead calling people who have 
enquired about support to take them through 
an application over the phone. 

What should I do if I don’t use email?

If you do not have access to email, please get in 
touch with your lodge Almoner who can put in  
an enquiry to the MCF on your behalf. Make sure 
they provide your telephone number to enable 
the team to get in touch with you. If you do not 
know your lodge Almoner, you can call us 
directly, however lines are busy and you 
may need to leave a voicemail.

Our support is likely to develop  
and adapt throughout this situation.  
Please visit our website mcf.org.uk/
coronavirus for the latest 
information about our response.  
If you are unsure or just have a 
question, please get in touch to 
discuss yoursituation. 

Thank you in advance for your 
patience if response times are 
a little longer than usual.
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