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Agricola, our first platinum lodge
The Platinum Award, also happens to be the 
PGM’s Special Award for lodges who achieve 130% 
of the lodges 2021 festival target.  The target 
amount is based on the membership of each lodge 
as stated in the 2016 year book.  It’s also worth 
mentioning that the festival was only launched at 
the Sage in Gateshead on Sunday 24th January 
2016.
To celebrate this, and present to the first Lodge in 
the Province of Durham to reach this milestone, 
the Provincial Grand Master, Norman Eric 
Heaviside, made his way to Agricola Lodge in 
Durham on Tuesday 22nd November.  The evening 
was a double celebration for the Agricola brethren, 
as Timothy Allan Mace was installed as the Master 

of the Lodge on a special celebratory evening.
Agricola is very much a family Lodge with a bond of fellowship and a ‘can do’ 
attitude that is the envy of many Lodges in the Province.
The new Master’s first task after being installed into the chair was to present Eric 
with a large cheque both in size and total.  It was for the magnificent sum of 
£7,741, a sum which relates to the Lodges Number 7741.  
As the Lodge is made up primarily of farmers, great store is placed on the quality 
of food at Agricola.  Installations offer a fantastic showcase with a selection of 
gastronomic delights.
Eric thanked the Agricola Brethren and congratulated them on being the first 
Lodge in the Province to attain the Platinum award, adding that they are the 
Lodge that could be benchmarked by the innovating ways in which they raise 
money, from offering teas and coffees at the Durham Miners Gala, to the Hog 
Roast that they are famous for.
To mark this special occasion, Eric presented Allan with a framed certificate and, 
joining him in the presentation, was the 2021 Festival Director John Thompson 
who presented Brian Hodgson, the Lodge’s Charity Steward, with a Platinum Pin 
Badge.
John marked this special occasion with a crystal engraved memento of the 
Platinum Award that he hoped would be displayed on the table at the Lodge’s 
Festive board.

A message from the Festival Director 
Brethren with year 1 behind us we can set our sights on an exciting year ahead, already we have 
events being organised across the province, from an entertainment evening in the north, a golf 
day in the east and an organ recital in the west, so we have plenty going on with lodges adding 
events all the time. Your generosity in 12 months has increased our total from £750,000 to 
£1,264,000, this has been an average of £10,000 per week. This is very encouraging and I’m 
overwhelmed with the support of over 30 brethren willing to join us on our Coast 2 Coast cycle 
ride in June and supporting me as I tackle the Great North Run with 30 other runners in 
September. 2017 is a special time for our organisation celebrating our tercentenary and being 
part of an exciting festival campaign should make us all proud to be Freemasons.
You will find our newsletter will be issued every quarter but we constantly update our website and 
social media every week. So please visit us for all the latest information.

Calling all charity 
stewards
We have booked the following halls 
and dates for the 2017 charity stewards 
seminars / update. These events are to 
update the lodges and any new or 
existing charity stewards. 
A presentation will be given on the new 
MCF and how support can be accessed.

Monday 6th February 
Ferryhill Masonic Hall @ 7pm

Wednesday 8th February
Gateshead Masonic Hall @ 7pm

Please contact
paul.quinn@durham2021.org 
to book your place, dress code is casual.

Total raised so far £1,264,000 

The dripping tap 

Durham are very pleased that the past 
grand organist Paul Bowden will 
present an organ recital in the iconic 
Durham cathedral. The music will be 
varied from Bach, Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and David Bowie to name a 
few. This is a private event with no 
advance sales of tickets, payment is 
required on admission to the 
Cathedral. See poster at the back of the 
newsletter!

Durham 2021 
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A 'grand' presentation
Our provincial junior warden Peter Thomas had the very pleasing duty of 
representing the PGM at Tristram lodge No2415. The lodge is the home of our 
provincial senior warden Charles Walton. 

Charlie is not only a member but the 
current lodge charity steward and Peter 
was pleased to present him with their 
bronze pin to acknowledge the lodge 
projecting to raise 33% of their target. 
The newly installed master, Sid Dent not 
to be left out, presented Peter with a 
cheque on behalf of the lodge for £1,000 
for the 2021 festival. Peter duly thanked 
the WM and the brethren for their 
extreme generosity and assured them it 
will be with the festival team without 
delay. Just another example of the 
generosity shown each week from the 
brethren here in Durham. Well done 
Tristram lodge and to our provincial 
wardens Charlie and Peter who have been 
fantastic supporters of our festival in 
their year of office.

June 2 ~4th Coast 2 Coast 
cycle ride from Whitehaven 
to Roker
Gavin Rowell & Brian Bullock now have 
their team of 30 riders, who will be 
riding from Whitehaven to Roker, 
please give them every support over the 
next few months as they train for this 3 
day event. They will be coming around 
with sponsorship forms. If you wish to 
donate on line:
https://e0124.everydayhero.com/uk/du
rham-2021-coast-to-coast . 

Please donate generously.

Sep 10th the Great North Run
The public ballot is now open until 
February 6th at www.greatrun.org 
please join us and make this a run to 
remember in our tercentenary year. 
John’s wish was to have at least 23 
runners covering the half marathon 
distance and thereby covering 
300miles. To date we have 32 of our 
brethren and family members (this 
event is open to all) entered and willing 
to raise money for our Festival. We 
wish all the entrants the best of luck 
and hopefully they will be joining our 
festival director on the start line in 
September.

Many Thanks
These are just some of the very 
generous donations we’ve had since 
the last newsletter. We appreciate all 
donations, so apologise if yours is not 
mentioned.
£18,910  Hedworth lodge 2418
£12,000  Washington lodge 4346
£7,741  Agricola lodge 7741
£5841 Civic lodge 5841
£5373 Mowbray lodge 5373
£2021  Eardulph 6645
£1,000  Hammurabi 9601
£1,000  Saint Peters lodge 8953
£1,121  Wear Valley lodge 1121
£1,000  Heugh lodge 7773
£1,000  Heabrym lodge 7201

Can you Give Allan a Hand? 
Like many of us, WBro Allan Gurney will be out and about at 
many lodges, chapters, and other masonic events over the 
next few months. However, you may see him struggling under 
the weight of a 1 litre bottle of malt whisky (Bowmore Islay).
You can relieve him of his burden by buying a number for £1 
(yes, it’s a steal - only 1 pound sterling for a litre of malt 
whisky!). This will enter you into the draw for the said bottle, 
which will be held in June.

Red Cross of Constantine >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
John Watts was very pleased to receive a £250 donation from Robin Knight, 
Intendant General on behalf of the Durham division of Red Cross of Constantine, 
one of many donations from other masonic orders of which we are most grateful.

Our Summer Tercentenary Challenges



www.durham2021.org   |   Feb 2017   |   Issue 12  |  Page 3 of 5

Durham 2021 
FESTIVAL NEWS

A man never stands as tall as when he kneels to help a child.

 Durham 2021 Festival @2021durham Durham 2021

Take my breath away
Washington Lodge in Birtley was the 
destination for the provincial grand 
master, Norman Eric Heaviside and a 
deputation of provincial officers on 
Wednesday 23rd November. The main 
business of the evening was a cheque 
presentation to Eric, presented by the 
WM for the monumental total of 
£12,000!  The size of the donation 

simply took Eric’s breath away.  Eric thanked Jason and the Washington brethren 
for this donation, which is the largest Festival donation he has received so far.
At the festive board, Eric thanked the brethren present for the magnificent 
donation and highlighted that in 3 nights that week he had been presented with 
£20,000!  He commented that some people ask if it gets tiresome on deputations,  
and he assured the brethren present that he would come out every night of the 
week for donations like these.  
The evening’s cheque pushed Washington lodge straight up to silver, with only a 
small distance to go for Gold, which Eric confidently predicted the lodge will easily 
qualify for soon. 
Eric then presented the lodge’s charity steward, John Simpson, with a festival 
silver pin badge and praised him for the wonderful work that he and his lodge 
have undertaken. 
John Thompson, the 2021 festival director and stand-in provincial warden for the 
evening, then replied to the provincial officers’ toast. He highlighted the 
magnificent presentation that had just taken place and thanked John Simpson for 
his hard work and dedication.  He then drew attention to the Festival; in nearly 11 
months the relief chest has accrued £1.2 million, a truly magnificent total, with a 
weekly average of £10,000 per week being donated.  John gave some background 
on the charity and highlighted the £2 million that has gone back into our province 
over the last 5 years.  He thanked everyone who has donated and helped with the 
Festival.

Smarties
To date we have received almost 
£7,000 from 41 lodges which is a 
fantastic result - if your lodge is taking 
part please let us know how much you 
raised. Due to the success of this we 
hope to repeat it every summer. 

No Cash Please!
We have had many occasions when 
lodge donations, sweetie tubes or Gift 
Aid envelopes are being left at 
Provincial office in cash. Could we 
please request that donations are 
presented in a cheque format only? 
This ensures your donations are 
handled more efficiently. Many 
donations can be posted directly to the 
charity with the correct form which can 
be found on the website and the 
charity stewards handbooks, please 
enquire for further details.

Hedworth Lodge goes Platinum with largest 
donation to date

The provincial grand master was pleased 
to lead a team of provincial officers to 
South Shields on the 17th December to 
help Hedworth Lodge celebrate 125 years 
of existence.  Being master of a lodge is 
always a special year and Edward Hooper 
was in the privileged position of leading 
the night off with the presentation of a 
cheque of £18,910 towards Hedworth’s 
festival target.  The eagle eyed will spot 
the significance of the number, bearing 
the year of consecration, whilst all can 

only applaud such a contribution.  That magnificent sum has been achieved using 
part of the receipts from the sale of Hedworth Hall together with the generosity 
of the members and visitors who have given throughout the year.   The PGM 
responded with due recognition of this effort by presenting Ken Robson,  charity 
steward, with only the 2nd platinum pin badge to be achieved in the province, 
together with a plaque that the WM will place in a suitable location for all to see.

Congratulations to all the lodges who have achieved a festival 
award from bronze to Platinum

Can you fill a money 
tin?
Ian Heaviside has emptied his 2021 
festival money box after about 7 
months of depositing his spare coins 
and was astonished to find there was a 
grand total of £79.69 inside which he 
donated to the festival. A simple and 
effective way to raise funds and getting 
rid of all that shrapnel in your pocket at 
the same time. Empty 2021 tins are 
available from Paul Quinn and John 
Thompson.

 152 20 5 2
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MCF News

£40,000 grant funds powered wheelchairs for 
pre-school children

Designability is an assistive technology 
charity which creates solutions to issues 
faced by those with disabilities and 
health care problems by developing 
innovative new products and technology.
Designability  has received a Masonic 
Charitable Foundation grant of £38,250 
to help fund the production of fun, 
powered wheelchairs called Wizzybugs 
which are designed specifically for 
pre-school children.  The grant will fund 
nine new Wizzybugs to be loaned to 
families across the UK.
Wizzybugs are easy to use and children as 
young as 18 months can operate the 
simple controls, allowing them to zip 
around with their friends and explore the 
world around them. 

Designed in collaboration with medical engineers, occupational therapists and 
families, the Wizzybug not only aids mobility but also allows disabled children to 
develop spatial awareness, social skills and a sense of independence.  
There is often no funding available from the NHS for powered mobility for 
children under five but without a powered wheelchair, these children cannot move 
independently and need to be pushed about in manual wheelchairs and buggies or 
carried by their parents.
 A Wizzybug can be used by the child until they have outgrown it, at which point 
it is returned to Designability, refurbished and given to a new family. With the 
help of the Wizzybug loan scheme, hundreds of young disabled children have been 
able to develop their own freedom and mobility.
Designability, formerly known as the Bath Institute of Medical Engineering, has 
been supported by masonic charity over a number of years with grants totalling 
over £73,000.

Deputy President, James Newman, receives OBE
We are pleased to congratulate James Newman, Deputy President, who has been 
awarded an OBE for services to Business, economy and charity in Yorkshire.

James Newman’s considerable business, charitable 
and leadership experience both within his local 
community and the masonic community led to his 
appointment in 2016 to the position of deputy 
president of the masonic charitable foundation, 
following his tenure as president of the Royal Masonic 
Benevolent Institution.
James is also the current chair of finance for Yorkshire 
and has recently been appointed as chair of the south 
Yorkshire’s community foundation charity. He also 
served as the 385th master cutler of the cutlers 
company in Hallamshire and is the former chair of the 
Sheffield city region local enterprise partnership (LEP) 
board, which he founded in 2010.

Funding audiobooks 
for people with sight 
loss and reading 
difficulties
A masonic charitable foundation grant 
of £30,000 has been awarded to 
Calibre audio library, a national charity 
which provides audiobooks for adults 
and children with sight problems, 
dyslexia or other disabilities. 

Reducing isolation
Over two million people are affected by 
sight loss in the UK while 10% of the 
population is dyslexic and thousands of 
others are unable to hold a book due to 
disabling conditions such as arthritis 
and Parkinson’s. Calibre believes that 
disability should not act as a barrier to 
the enjoyment of reading.
Calibre’s audiobooks allow people to 
overcome disability and disadvantage; 
helping children with visual 
impairment or dyslexia to enjoy the 
same books as their friends and 
providing socially isolated adults with 
valuable entertainment and mental 
stimulation.

Expanding the service
Calibre currently offers a library of 
8,500 audiobooks to their 18,000 
members with hopes to expand with 
700 new titles.  Each book costs £250, 
covering staff costs and the publisher’s 
production costs.
Calibre audio library has previously 
been supported by masonic charity 
with grants totalling £63,000. These 
grants allowed Calibre to convert their 
existing audio book library to MP3 
format and to produce new digital 
audiobooks.
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...up coming events


