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A message from the Festival Director 
Brethren we are now 18months into our 5 year campaign and progressing well towards our target. We have 
had another good quarter with funds continuing to come in, a massive boost in the last 12 weeks has come 
from our coast to coast cyclists who contributed £25,000 to our total, an outstanding amount from our 
riders and support staff. It now the turn of our 39 runners who will be taking on the challenge of the Great 
North Run on September 10th, I’m sure many of you have already pledged your support, but if you haven’t 
you still have plenty of time to make that donation.

Many Thanks
These are just some of the very 
generous donations we’ve had since 
the last newsletter. We appreciate all 
donations, so apologise if yours is not 
mentioned.
£1,511 Elvet Lodge
£1,400  Strathmore Lodge
£1,395  Lumley Lodge
£1,000  St Lawrence Lodge
£1,000  Ryton St Mary’s Lodge
£1,000  Willington Lodge
£551  Stanhope Lodge
£500  Longscar Lodge
£500  Lodge of Freedom
£500  Benfeldsyde Lodge
£500  Lodge of Industry
£500  Faithful Lodge of Durham
£500  Durham Lodge of IM
£500  Provincial Priory of Durham
£300  Widows Sons - Durham

Please sign up now. 
Festival jewels will also be 
presented to those who have 
raised the same qualifying 
figure by a sponsorship 
event.
We also have about 200 brethren who have 
given generously and may have just fallen 
short of the qualifying figure. If you would 
like to know exactly how much you have 
given please contact our festival secretary 
paul.quinn@durham2021.org.

CYCLE 300 – Coast to Coast Cycle Event
(A 3-day tale of hills, detours, breakdowns, camaraderie, 
fundraising - and even more hills!)
Our 28 riders and 4 support crew met at 6.30 am on 2nd June 2017, at Durham Services. 
Bikes were loaded and the team set off for the start line in Whitehaven. At around 10am, on 
a drizzly Cumbrian morning, the team dipped their rear wheels into the Irish Sea and as the 
PGM of Cumberland & Westmorland waved his Provincial Flag, accompanied by our own 
Deputy PGM, the team were off and on their way. This was the start of a 150 mile ride full 
of ups and downs literally as the cyclists faced Hartside pass, Garrigill, Nenthead  and 
Crawleyside Bank in the blazing sun. Along the way the reception at Keswick Masonic Hall 
and from our own Durham brethren at Consett  was tremendous. Early Sunday afternoon 
found our team riding downhill along the traffic free route from Consett to Roker. The team 
rode around the headland at Roker together. They were cheered over the finish line by 
friends, family and many Brethren, again including our PGM and, after dipping their wheels 
into the North Sea, were delighted to be able to present Eric with a cheque for £25,000, 
representing the sponsorship raised.

Having made friendships that will last a lifetime and having got over the worst of the hills 
talk turned to a follow up Coast & Castles Ride in 2018. Many thanks for all of your support. 
The full ride blog including a list of the participants, the support drivers and a list of 
thankyous is available at http://c2c2017.weebly.com/

total raised so far £1,562,263“The dripping tap will �ll the bath”

Target ammount £2,712,768
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MCF Community 
Awards Tercentenary 
Fund
Thank you to everyone who took the time to 
vote for one of the 8 local charities 
nominated by Durham to share in the 
£79,000. The voting has now closed and 
results will be announced in due course. 
Across the country 300 charities will 
ultimately share in a staggering 
£3,000,000 from the Masonic Charitable 
Foundation marking our 300 anniversary.

Lands End to John O’Groats madness or 
is it ?
Can you help Malcolm with his challenge? Since taking the 
chair of Cestria Lodge No. 4493 at Chester Le Street on 22 Feb 
2017 he immediately turned his mind towards what to do to 
make his year in office beneficial to the Craft in a different 
way. Combining his 2 loves of Masonry and motorcycling was 
the way forward. The Concept of a sponsored ride from Lands 
End to John O'Groats was born. But to do it in less than 24 
hours is madness - or is it?

Christmas Cards
We have listened to your comments and this 
year lodges will receive just 20 packs of 
Christmas cards to sell to members, family or 
to give to lodge widows etc. These will be 
distributed to lodges in September. We would 
appreciate support from lodges by returning 
the invoice with prompt payment; all 
purchases will be credited to the lodge.

Welcome to the team 
The festival team welcomes Mike Cockerton  as  the Festival 
Treasurer. We thank Edwin Jeffery for his tremendous service 
to our festival appeal and wish him well. Please say hello 
when you see Mike  out and about. We wish him every success 
in his new role.

The Widow Sons ride into Beamish
Saturday 24th of June saw the 300th anniversary of the first ever Grand Lodge and the 
beginning of Freemasonry as we know it today celebrated, and here in the Province of 
Durham we like to celebrate in style.

Masonic Halls the length and breadth of our Province threw open their doors and welcomed 
the local community in to see what we are all about and the effort displayed Province wide 
was there for everyone to see.

The day started in fine style as dozens of motorbikes carrying members of the Durham 
Chapter of the Masonic Widows Sons entered the high street of Beamish Museum. The 
bikers arriving in full regalia  parked up at the Masonic  Hall, Durham Chapter President 
Trevor Harbottle presented John Arthur with a cheque for £300 for the festival in 
recognition of the 300 year celebrations.

DLIM goes silver
A very pleasing evening for the Festival Director, a trip to 
Durham Lodge of Installed Masters to present the silver 
award to lodge charity steward Richard Viapond and to 
acknowledge the lodge reaching 66% of their festival target. 
Well done and thank you to all concerned.
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Winter Challenge to all Lodges
Everyone likes a challenge and our Durham lodges have been very kind to support us in our 
previous sweetie challenge which raised over £9,000. In the run up to Christmas we have 2 
simple challenges of our lodges firstly to host just one collection using the gift aid envelopes 
and to try and get one member of the lodge signed up to continuous giving. Are you up for 
the Challenge ?

A double celebration
At the last regular meeting of Ernest Dixon Lodge before the summer recess, they once again 
had the pleasure to receive David Hanson, on behalf of the Province of Durham's 2021 
Festival. David had the pleasing duty to present another Certificate of Appreciation to 
Anthony Benson. 

Anthony, who is a stalwart of Masonic charity, had already received recognition from raising 
a significant amount from a sponsored cycle ride from the Queen Street Masonic Temple in 
Sunderland to the Raby Gala. On this occasion, his second certificate was in thanks for 
running the Sunderland Half-Marathon in a very respectable time of 1 hour 41 minutes, being 
again sponsored by Masons and non-Masons alike.

David also explained that in doing so, Anthony had helped Ernest Dixon Lodge No.7856 
achieve its Silver Award for funds raised in support of the Durham 2021 Festival, achieving 
66% of the lodge target. For a small lodge, this is a great attainment in such a short space 
of time!

Pictured from right to left are Anthony Benson, , W Bro Tony Conlon, Richard Davison 
Worshipful Master and David Hanson.

178 new festival stewards
  In a run up to Christmas we would like to 
commit the amazing sum of   £85,000 to 
the festival from members signing up t0 
continuous giving.

 If in each of our 178 lodges we can get one 
person to sign up to be a festival steward 
and commit £480 ( £13.40 over 36 months) 
anytime between September – December 
2017 using the continuous giving form or 
completing it online, we have the 
opportunity to raise a further £85,000.

Please help us achieve this, contact your 
local festival team if you need a form or it 
can be done online at:

https://mcf.org.uk/donate/?festivalId=768

Gift Aid Envelopes
In a run up to Christmas we would like to raise 
£7000 from the gift aid envelopes

If each of our 178 lodges can raise an average 
£40 from just one collection between 
September – December using the gift aid 
envelopes, we have the opportunity to raise a 
further £1,780 from gift aid, This would give 
us an incredible sum of £8,780 from just one 
collection.

Please help us achieve this, contact your local festival team if 
you need envelopes and advice and support on how to process 
the envelopes, we are only asking for one collection. 

facebook.com/Durham2021Festival

Thank you!
We’ve reached

680
facebook likes
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Events
Over 80 golfers have now signed up for the 
Ravensworth Trophy on 15th September at 
Ramside Golf Course, but there is still time to 
enter what is the Province's main Golf 
Competition. 

Four Balls £160 or individuals 
£40 
are invited to enter and the price includes a 
round of golf and refreshments . Only Masons 
can win the Ravensworth Trophy but there are 
still plenty of prizes for guests and other 
masons. For further information contact:

golf@durham2021.org or David Atkinson on  
07772 071709

Eslington Lodge take the Gold
John Watts attended Eslington Lodge, on Wednesday 10th May, to present a certificate 
commemorating 50 year of membership in the Craft to W Bro John ‘Jack’ Spoor.  
Unfortunately Jack was unable to travel up from his home in Stafford so the lodge will make 
arrangements to deliver the framed certificate to him in due course. Johns other duty of the 
evening was to receive a cheque form the lodge for £1,130 given to the grand charity.  This 
qualified Eslington Lodge for their Gold Award, signifying that they have reached 100% of 
their target.  John had the pleasure of presenting Frank Rankin, the charity steward, with his 
gold pin which Frank was proud and happy to accept and to wear to commemorate the 
generosity of the members of his lodge.

GNR  Team meet up for a Park Run
With the Great North Run only a few weeks away the training has intensified for our 39 
runners, recently some of our runners met up at Hardwick park to take part in the weekly  
5K park run.  The sponsorship is going very well for our runners but its not too late for lodges 
and individuals to give our runners a help towards their personnel targets.

Our runners can be sponsored at
https://e0124.everydayhero.com/uk/durham-festival-gnr-2017 

W Bro Trevor A Cartner, WM Lodge of 
Fellowship No 9694 cordially extends an 

invitation to a

CABARET EVENING
At Freemasons Hall, Ingham Street, 

South Shields on Saturday 16th 
September 2017 at 7.30pm till late.

Entertainment by W Bro 
Peter Kelly, PPGStwd & 

Katherine Stone
4 course meal, Raffles, Dress formal

Proceeds to Provincial GL Durham 
2021 Festival and Butterwick 

Children’s Hospice.

Ticket price £17.50
Available from W Bro Trevor 

Cartner, 0191 2627434 (WM) or W 
Bro John Hope 0191 4252031 (Sec)

For Sale
Our runners will be wearing in the MCF colours for the GNR, 
we have additional technical T shirts for sale in all sizes if 
required priced at £20 each with £3.00 postage if required.  
Please forward your enquires to our festival secretary for 
further details. For all those taking part in a sponsored event 
for our festival will be given a shirt free of charge. Shirts will 
be available from August
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Easy Fundraising article 
Did you know that whenever you buy anything online – from your weekly shop to your 
annual holiday – you could be raising a free donation for Durham 2021 RMTGB Masonic 
Festival? There are nearly 3,000 retailers including  Ebay, Argos, Amazon, John Lewis, 
Aviva, the trainline  and Sainsbury’s, who will donate a percentage of the amount you 
spend to our festival to say thank you for shopping with them.

Also If you buy online for work (e.g. office supplies, IT equipment, flights or train tickets 
and accommodation) you can raise £100s for the festival by using easyfundraising.org.uk, 
without any additional cost to your business. Easyfundraising works with lots of business 
retailers like Amazon, Staples, Viking, Apple,  the trainline and more who will donate a 
small percentage of what you spend to say thank you for shopping with them.

All you have to do is:
1. Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/durham2021/

2. Sign up for free

3. Get shopping – your donations will be collected by easyfundraising and automatically 
sent to us, It couldn’t be easier!

Using the easyfundraising website will not cost you a penny extra. There are no catches or 
hidden charges and the  Durham 2021 festival will be really grateful for your donations. If 
you need further details contact Mark Smith on Tel. No **************

Thank you for your support.

Mark & Jordan Our 
Dynamic Duo
This year Jordan and Mark Hoynes (City 
Lodge)I have decided that they want to not 
only challenge themselves physically but 
thought they could raise as much money as 
possible for a much deserved charity whilst 
doing it.

They set themselves the challenge of 
completing 3 events over the course of 2017 
in the name of The Masonic charitable 
Foundation

In May they climbed Ben Nevis - the highest 
peak in the British Isles.

In July they completed an obstacle course 
and  In September they will be running the 
GNR - the UK's biggest half marathon. Our 
hats are off to these two incredible people 
who are always looking for new ways to 
challenge themselves and support our 
festival, I wonder what they have planned 
for 2018. 158 40 12 4

Lodge Awards
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Freemasonry & Beer
What Goes Together Better?
With the tercentenary approaching, and 
wanting to engage with the General Public, 
the Charity Stewards of Chester-le-Street 
put their heads together and decided that a 
beer festival was the perfect answer – and 
an ideal way to raise funds for the Durham 
2021 Festival.

Accordingly, after many months of 
planning, and with the assistance of 
CAMRA, Friday 23rd June came and the 
doors were opened to a rush of thirsty beer 
drinkers. The event continued until Sunday 
25th June and was an undoubted success, 
with over 2,000 drinks sold – helping to 
boost the Festival coffers by nearly £1,600. 
In addition, many non- masons attended 
the festival and, on the Saturday, W Bro Neil 
Marshall, a part time guide at the Masonic 
Temple at Beamish Museum, used his 
prolific skills to explain Freemasonry to 
them and give them a tour of the Temple.

As part of the tercentenary celebrations the 
Charity Stewards also decided to donate 
cheques to several local charities for the 
very appropriate amount of £300. As a 
result, 3 charities, Street Friends, Great 
Lumley Duke of Edinburgh scheme and Heel 
& Toe duly benefitted.

With the event being such a success there is 
plans to go this again next year

Many thanks to the Knights of 
Durham
Many congratulations to Richard Scott on his investiture as the 
Provincial Prior of The Provincial Grand Priory of Durham and to 
his Sub Prior Richard H Tucker. Also can we add our thanks for 
the very generous donation of £500 to our festival presented to 
our festival director John Thompson on the occasion of the 
annual meeting.

A very emotional night in Stanhope. 
The PGM, the festival director and secretary made the trip to Stanhope with many others to 
witness the true benefits of freemasonry. The lodge had two distinguished guests in Philip 
Carrigan-Mews and his brother Richard, Philip is the author of the book Orphan Boys which 
recounts the story of Philip and his brothers when as small boys they lost their mother and 
father. Philip gave readings from his book to a very attentive room of how local Freemasons 
supported the family and how the boys were educated at Barnard School all paid for by the 
RMTGB now the Masonic Charitable Foundation. Recently tragedy struck the family once 
again with the death of Roger the youngest of the three brothers, a collection from family 
and friends was made in memory of Roger which raised the fantastic sum of £3655.64 
which was duly donated to the RMTGB. In recognition of their kind support. The festival 
director John Thompson presented honorary festival steward jewels to both Richard (left) 
and Philip (right) as a mark of our gratitude. We often ask a lot of Durham Freemasons in 
the name of charity, but meeting and listening to Philips really does make us appreciate 
what we have and grateful for our masonic charity for when we need it. 

Philips book 'Orphan Boys' is now available to purchase in paperback or Kindle version on 
Amazon.

Tanfiled Railway Car Rally 
Rainy but a well organised day out at Tanfield 
celebrating 300 years of freemasonry and raising 
money for our 2021 festival. Big thanks to Michael 
Arnot and Andrew Thompson who organised the 
day and to the lodges who manned the stalls. Also 
a special thanks to the Stewards Lodge under the 
direction of event manager Brian Bullock for their 
ongoing support at our events, too many to 
mention but they know who they are. Full story in 
the Gazette

Better Lives
The Better Lives magazine was launched at 
the end of last year and the response has 
been fantastic. Most importantly, the 
number of enquiries for our support is at an 
all-time high and we hope that the 
magazine has helped you to understand 
what we offer and how to get in touch. The 
latest issue has been sent to your home, but 
if you require an audio copy please let us 
know or a copy can be downloaded from the 
MCF website at

mcf.org.uk/better-lives-summer-issue-no
w-available/


