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A message from the Festival Director 
Brethren with only 15 months into our 5 year campaign I’m pleased to announce that we have 
reached the halfway mark towards our target. The support from Durham brethren is, as usual, 
outstanding. I have travelled to all parts of our province over the past couple of years and the 
enthusiasm is clear to see. But please don’t think the job is done; as I said “We are only half 
way there”. Please continue to support your Charity Steward, please push for your lodge to 
reach the next achievement award. We have 31 cyclists and 35 runners who have committed 
time and effort to raise money for our festival; if they can do it so can you. Our festival team 
is here to help you with your fundraising efforts so please get in touch.

Many Thanks
These are just some of the very 
generous donations we’ve had since 
the last newsletter. We appreciate all 
donations, so apologise if yours is not 
mentioned.
£4,000 Eslington 4623
£3,000  Achates Lodge  9465
£2,600  Palatine Lodge  97
£2415  Tristram Lodge  2415
£2,000  Clarence Lodge 2462
£1,200  St Hilda Lodge 240
£1,000  Jarrow Grange Lodge 8851
£1,000  Lodge of Progress 8259
£1,000  Com. Trav. Lodge 5089
£1,000  Restoration Lodge  111
£1,000  Whitworth Chapter 1932

Time is running out! 
Many of you are giving continuously 
and have pledged £480 and become a 
steward of the festival. This currently 
stands at £10 per month over 48 
months. From July of this year, to 
enable the funds to be received before 
our festival ends, the monthly amount 
for new direct debits would need to be 
£13.40 over 36 months. So please sign 
up now. Festival jewels will also be 
presented to those who have raised the 
same qualifying figure by a sponsorship 
event.
We also have about 300 brethren who 
have given generously and may have 
just fallen short of the qualifying 
figure. If you would like to know exactly 
how much you have given please 
contact our festival secretary 
paul.quinn@durham2021.org .

A ‘Golden’ Night for Joe Laidler and Palatine
Palatine Lodge, which meets at Burdon Road Masonic hall in Sunderland, kindly 
invited a Deputation from the Province to attend the celebration of Joe Laidler's 
50 years of service to Freemasonry. 
Prompted by the Provincial Grand Master, Norman Eric Heaviside, Joe recounted 

his masonic career in a 'fireside chat' environment.  Eric expressed his admiration 
for what Joe had achieved in both business, Freemasonry and in the community, 
then invited the Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies, Andrew Dixon, to read 
the 50year certificate prior to presenting it. This was met with rapturous 
applause.
At the festive board, Wayne Rumley presented Eric with a cheque for the festival 
in the sum of £2600, to mark their 260th anniversary, which was well received. 
After a toast to the Provincial Grand Master, Eric replied thanking the lodge for 
the warm welcome he and the Deputation had received.  He then proceeded to 
explain that leading up to tonight’s visit, Palatine were at the bronze level for 
their festival target, however after having had a meeting with the lodge Charity 
Steward - no other than Joe Laidler - and with the cheque received in the lodge 
room, he now had great pleasure in presenting Wayne with Palatine’s Gold 
certificate for surpassing their festival target along with the gold pin for Joe to 
wear with pride.
Following Wayne’s toast to Joe Laidler, we were witness to a humble and 
emotional response from the man himself which capped off an extraordinary 
night. Well done Joe and we look forward to your 60th.
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Our Summer Tercentenary Challenges 
June 2-4th Coast to Coast cycle ride from Whitehaven to 
Roker
Our cyclists are only a month away from their 130mile challenge of riding 
from Whitehaven to Roker; please give them every support over the next few 
weeks as they prepare for this 3 day event. They will be coming around with 
sponsorship forms. 
To donate copy and paste the link below into your web browser.
https://e0124.everydayhero.com/uk/durham-2021-coast-to-coast/members

September 10th the Great North Run
Our runners are now into some serious training for this world class half 
marathon. To date we have 32 of our brethren and family members entered 
and willing to raise money for our festival. We wish all our entrants - 
including our Festival Director - all the very best of luck on the start line in 
September.
To donate copy and paste the link below into your web browser.
https://e0124.everydayhero.com/uk/durham-festival-gnr-2017 

Eggs for Everyone
Many thanks to our Gateshead Hall 
Ambassador and Charity Steward Paul 
Sutton and the brethren of St Mary's 
Lodge for organising the Easter 
Eggstravaganza Raffle. Many of the 
prizes were donated by the brethren, 
fellow Gateshead freemasons and 
visitors. 
The evening raised the magnificent 
sum of £400. Well done and thank you 
to everyone who took part!

A true night of 
Entertainment
The brethren of Hadrian Lodge and 
Lodge of Fellowship did the festival 
proud with an amazing night of 
entertainment organised by Gordon 
Finch. The guests were entertained by 
the talented Peter Edmundson-Kelly, 
Tony Washington as The Little Waster, 
with the night being rounded off with 
the amazing voice of Chris Ritchie. The 
brethren and their generosity also 
recognised the Butterwick hospice. 
Well done to all concerned for 
providing such a wonderful evening 
and raising a £1,000 for the festival.
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A Platinum evening for Flambard
On the evening of 27th March, Stephen 
Botone, Master of Flambard lodge, along 
with his brethren and guests gathered to 
receive a Full Provincial Deputation, led 
by the Provincial Grand Master.  In total 
40 members and visitors were in 
attendance to receive the Provincial 
Deputation.
On completion of all formal proceedings 
the lodge was closed and the brethren 
adjourned to enjoy a very hearty festive 
board.

He then formally presented the lodge with platinum award in recognition of the 
fact that they had now achieved 130% of their festival target, and acknowledged 
this as being an outstanding achievement. This was followed by the presentation 
of a commemorative plaque which was to be displayed at lodge meetings. He was 
delighted to acknowledge the progress made towards achieving the festival target 
and stated that this was currently running at receipts of £10,000 per week. The 
Provincial Grand Master then proceeded to thank the charity steward and the 
lodge for their ongoing support, not only for the festival but also for Durham 
Freemasonry.

Tercentenary Open Days
Weekend of 23rd – 24th June
Many lodges will be throwing open the doors 
of masonic halls across our province to the 
general public. If you need any literature on 
the Masonic Charitable Foundation or access 
to the latest videos  highlighting  the charity 
please get in touch and we’ll do our best to 
ensure you have the information for the open 
day. All requests must be made by May 19th.

Welcome to the team
The festival team welcomes Ian Wardle as 
the new hall ambassador to Queen Street. 
Ian has shown over the last year he is a very 
proactive Charity Steward and ideal for the 
role. Due to ongoing health issues Geoff 
Lewis has stood down as hall ambassador. 
We thank Geoff for his tremendous service 
to our festival appeal and wish him well. 
Please say hello when you see Ian out and 
about. We wish him every success in his 
new role

The H Factor

The H Factor is coming to Burdon Road 
Masonic Hall, 8th May at 7pm. They 
will have harmony performances from 
lodge members, their families and 
friends. The judges for the evening are 
Eric Heaviside and Tom Gittins and 
their wives.
Ken Payne from St Johns Lodge No.80 
is looking for lots of support from the 
brethren of Durham. There will be a full 
festive board and all proceeds will 
benefit the 2021 festival. 
To book you dining places please 
contact Ken Payne. 
deeveepee@aol.com 

Derwent Reservoir 
Charity fishing 
competition 
Open to all 6th May 9am till 
4pm
There will be prizes for heaviest bag and 
heaviest fish. This will be a two fold 
competition. Fly fishermen and bait 
fishermen are welcome.

£30 per person
Book your place contact Mark Hoynes 
email mark030287@hotmail.co.uk 

tel 07464 931329
Derwent Reservoir is located just off the 
A68 and four miles west of Castleside, 
turn south at the Manor House pub and 
follow the road into the valley DH8 9TT.
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It’s Silver for our daytime lodge
Lodge anniversaries are always special events, regardless of the number of years 
that are being celebrated. The members of Achates Lodge marked the lodge's 
Silver Anniversary at its April meeting with a Founders' 25th Year celebration 
banquet.
Achates Lodge was consecrated on 25th April 1992, with 36 founding members.  
It was the first daylight lodge to be consecrated in the Province.  The driving force 
behind the formation of the Lodge was Alan Lillington and Jim Harker, who 
identified the need for a daytime lodge in the area, with people retiring early and 
with lifestyle changes amongst a number of local Masons.  Sadly, only 7 founder 
members of the lodge are currently still members namely, Thomas Chisholm, Jim  
Harker, Ted Hold, Joe Laidler, Alan Lillington, Malcolm Crone and Ian  MacDonald.

At the Festive Board, Jim Redden, the Lodge’s Charity Steward, presented the 
Provincial Grand Master, Norman Eric Heaviside, with a cheque for the 
magnificent total of £3000. Eric was taken aback by the size of the cheque and 
thanked the brethren for their generosity, not only on this occasion but also on 
the many times they have contributed over the previous 25 years that the Lodge 
has been in existence. Eric also had a presentation for Jim; a silver pin badge 
showing that the lodge had reached 66% of its 2021 festival target.

A very successful curry 
night

The Festival Director was pleasantly 
surprised when presented with a 
cheque from the Provincial Senior 
Grand Warden, Charlie Walton and 
Wear Valley Lodge Charity Steward 
Malcolm Parkinson for £225 from a 
recent Quiz and Curry night, with 
similar donation from Tristram lodge. 
The generosity didn't stop there; the 
brethren and visitors to Wear Valley 
gave John £72.50 in sponsorship 
money for his part in the forthcoming 
Great North Run.

Wrist Bands
We have a consignment of wrist bands 
complete with the wording DURHAM 
2021 FESTIVAL RMTGB.  This is a great 
way to promote the festival and also to 
support your lodge.

100 Wrist Bands with the Durham 2021 
Festival Logo will cost only £25. We 
recommend lodges could sell them on 
to their Brethren at £1 each, making 
profit to their lodges festival total of 
£75. If you’re interested in obtaining 
some wrist bands please contact 
robertwilliamemerson@yahoo.co.uk to 
place your order.

 155 30 10 3

Sponsorship forms & online giving
If you decide to take on the challenge of raising money for your lodge then you 
need to ensure you have the correct form.  To ensure the monies collected are 
allocated correctly to your lodge please ensure you complete the details at the top 
of the form recording your name, lodge and the event you’re undertaking. It’s 
important that we use the HMRC approved form which also enables the charity to 
collect the all-important Gift Aid. Please ensure that each donation is filled in by 
the donor in their own handwriting. Forms filled in by the same person or 
completed on a computer will not be eligible for Gift Aid. The approved form can 
be downloaded from the festival website. 

http://www.durham2021.org/RMTGB
festival/downloads/
The easiest method is to collect your donations 
online by creating an online giving page. Please 
use the approved Everyday Hero website. They 
will ensure the Gift Aid is collected and all 
monies allocated to your lodge. This takes only 
5mins to set up and can be found at 
https://e0124.everydayhero.com/uk/sign-up
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Freemasons first to respond to East Africa food 
crisis with £100,000 grant

The Masonic Charitable Foundation has 
awarded a grant of £100,000 to support the 
East Africa food crisis appeal.  The MCF, which 
is funded by donations from Freemasons 
across England and Wales, was one of the first 
organisations to support the urgent appeal for 
famine relief. Over 20 million people across 
Ethiopia, Kenya, South Sudan and Somalia are 
on the brink of starvation.
The MCF responded to the appeal within 
hours by giving £100,000 to Plan 
International.  Since the launch of the appeal, 
the public and many other organisations have 
contributed to this crisis, but a great deal 
more is needed.

David Innes, Chief Executive of the Masonic Charitable Foundation said: “The 
crisis in East Africa is one of the worst we have seen in many years and funds are 
needed now to provide lifesaving support to those affected.   The Masonic 
Charitable Foundation is proud to be one of the first organisations to support this 
urgent appeal by providing a £100,000 grant to Plan International UK on behalf 
of Freemasons across England and Wales.”
Tanya Barron, Chief Executive of Plan International UK, said:  “We’re enormously 
grateful to the Freemasons for their very generous grant. More than 800,000 
children under five are severely malnourished. This grant will help us reach 
affected children and their families with urgent support.”
http://www.durhamfreemasons.org/news-archive/freemasons-first-to-respond
-to-east-africa-food-crisis-with-100000-grant 

A Night in the Cathedral
A perfect spring evening greeted the guests attending the 
Organ Recital at the magnificent world heritage site Durham 
Cathedral. The event had been organised by Derrick Allison 
from Rowlands Gill Lodge, as part of the 2021 Festival and 
Tercentenary celebrations.
Once seated, Canon James Lancelot, the Organist & Master of 
Choristers for the Cathedral, addressed the audience to 
introduce Paul Bowen who had travelled from Yorkshire to 
give this evening’s recital, explaining that Paul had developed 
a keen interest in the organ when in his teens as a regular 
attendee of recitals in York Minster. Paul has given recitals 
throughout the UK, including St Paul's Cathedral and 
Westminster Abbey in London, and Westminster Abbey and 
has performed in Canada, Germany and the USA. He had also 
served Bradford Cathedral for 14 years, latterly as Cathedral 

Organist before moving on in 2014; his main force now lies in giving solo recitals and occasionally as an accompanist.
In Freemasonry, Paul was appointed Deputy Grand Organist in his provinces in 2009 and Grand Organist for United 
Grand Lodge of England in 2014, and continues as Provincial Organist in in several Provinces.
Paul Bowen then expertly delivered a variety of music for all tastes, including compositions by Bach, Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and David Bowie, to name but a few, the magnificent 'Harrison & Harrson' pipes sounding throughout the 
Cathedral for well over two hours.
After the performance, to rapturous applause, the Provincial Grand Master, Norman Eric Heaviside, thanked Paul for 
his excellent recital before presenting him with a framed festival jewel. Eric then took the opportunity to thank the 
Dean, the Very Reverend Andrew Tremlett, and Chapter of Durham Cathedral for giving their permission for this 
concert, also to Canon James Lancelot, Organist & Master of Choristers, for his assistance in arranging rehearsals.

We’ve had a great deal of interest from 
classic cars and classic bikes to attend 
this event. If you’re interested in 
showing your vehicle please contact 
Mike Arnott (full details on the poster). 
We also have limited space for lodges 
to have a stall to raise money for the 
festival. If you would like to be 
considered for a space please contact 
Mike Arnott on 01207 571708 or 
michael.arnot.snr@gmail.com
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Durham & Guests Masonic XV

V
Leicestershire Masonic XV

Kick off is 4pm at Chester-le-Street 
Rugby Club on Saturday 6th May 2017.
Drinks from 6pm Chester-le-Street 
Masonic Hall
Further details and to register your 
interest in playing please contact 
Richard Hogg 07966183317 or Peter 
Taylor 07530929751 or email 
dmrfc15@gmail.com

NO Cash Please!
We have had many occasions when 
lodge donations, sweetie tubes or Gift 
Aid envelopes are being left at 
Provincial office in cash. Could we 
please request that donations are 
aThis ensures your donations are 
handled more efficiently. Many 
donations can be posted directly to the 
charity with the correct form which can 
be found on the website and in the 
Charity Stewards handbooks, please 
enquire for further details.

Sweetie Challenge
To date we have received over £9,500 
from 60 lodges which is a fantastic 
result; if your lodge is taking part 
please let us know how much you 
raised. 

Air Ambulance and rescue services receive £192,000
A total of 22 Air ambulance and rescue services across England and Wales have 
recently received grants totaling £192,000. Since funding for these services 
began in 2006, over £2.2 million has been donated. These life-saving services 
rely entirely on charitable grants and donations and it is a cause close to the 
hearts of many Freemasons.
Chief Executive John Christensen said: “We have been blown away by the 
generosity of the Freemasons, and wanted to do something to recognise the 
huge contribution they have made to our charity. It seemed fitting to have 
their logo placed on our helicopter, as this will be visible wherever we go across 
the six counties we cover. I was delighted to be able to meet representatives 
from the three provinces to thank them in person, and tell them more about 
how their support has made a big difference to us.”

Elvet Lodge No.5631 presents an evening of live musical 
entertainment with Jade Carney singing songs from the shows 

and much much more. 
at Bowburn Hall Hotel  - Bowburn, Durham DH6 5NH 

Saturday, 6 May 2017 
3 Course Meal - Strike it lucky - Raffle - Live Music  

Arrival from 6:45pm - Carriages 11:59pm - Black Tie - Tickets £30 each 

Contact Ian Thompson for tickets 07817740277 or 
jithompson60@btinternet.com 

Any raffle prize donations welcome - All proceeds go to 
Durham 2021 Festival 

Elvet Lodge 
Charity 

Evening 2017 
featuring live 

music from  
Jade


