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A message from the PGM and Festival President
Brethren, as I pick the reins from my predecessor we are just over halfway through our five-year Festival in aid 
of the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys which will end early in 2021.We have just announced that we have 
passed the £2 million mark and your generosity and enthusiasm show no sign of abating.

It is a monument to the incredible membership we have in the Province. The Freemasons of Durham, both in 
the Craft and the Royal Arch have clearly got the Masonic ethos of helping worthy causes embedded in their 
DNA.

Everyone who is contributing to the Festival, in whatever way, should be rightfully proud of what they have 
achieved so far. I agree with my predecessor that it is privilege to be invited to support any of our former 
Central Masonic Charities and as this is the final Festival Appeal in aid of RMTGB, I hope you will agree with me 
that it is our duty to raise as much as we can in the time we have left. By the time we get to our next Festival, 
they will all will be in aid of The Masonic Charitable Foundation (MCF).

Your generosity, the hard work of our Charity Stewards and the numerous volunteers who are organising the 
many and varied fund raising events continues to excite and enthuse the membership to get involved.

I express my sincere appreciation to all of these volunteers, our hard working Charity Stewards our Hall 
Ambassadors and especially the 2021 Festival Committee under the leadership of John Thompson for their 
continuing support in the work that they do. They continue to encourage Members to part with their money, 
their time and to take part in some very unlikely and challenging events.

Lodge Awards

Lifelites make an Impact in Stockton
Lifelites donates specialist assistive technology packages to over 10,000 children and young people with 
life-limiting, life-threatening and disabling conditions using every one of the 60 children's hospice 
services throughout the British Isles.  

The hospices do not pay a penny towards the equipment and services donated by Lifelites.  So while their 
staff time and funds are concentrated on caring for the children and their families, Lifelites looks after 
the complex technology and ensures it is kept in good working order for the children for whom every 
second counts.

The equipment, ongoing technical support and training at each hospice costs Lifelites around £50,000 
over four years and is paid for entirely through donations. In September the team installed £50,000 of 
equipment at the children’s hospice at Butterwick Hospice in Stockton.

Ravensworth Golf Trophy 
Ramside Golf Course
This year marked the 2nd annual Ravensworth 
Golf trophy which was competed for again at 
Ramside Hall golf course in Durham, fine weather 
greeted the 72 golfers in August with the 
organisers Frank Killen, Alan Jenkins and Brendan 
Morland from Eardulph Lodge 6645 and David 
Atkinson of Norman Lodge 1334 hailing it a 
success with everyone having an enjoyable day 
with over £1,000 raised for the Festival. The 
Ravensworth Cup was won this year by Kevin 
Howell from South Shields

John Arthur, Provincial 
Grand Master, October 2018.

 166 Bronze 73 Silver 31 Gold 12 Platinum
 lodges lodges lodges lodges
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A message from the Festival Director
We’ve had another very productive summer starting with our mountain climbers, cyclists, gardeners, golfers, canoeists and 
finishing with our GNR runners and our Muddy Mayhemers raising between them in excess of £70,000. This year we had 
brethren their family and friends amongst the 160 participants who took part in our sponsored events, can I take this 
opportunity to thank everyone from the Festival Committee, our Festival Ambassadors and of course our amazing Charity 
Stewards and to you Brethren for another tremendous years support for our 2021 appeal.

We have the initial details of our 2019 events, if you fancy taking part please sign up now to avoid disappointment. Some 
events are restricted to the number of entries and it would be shame to miss out, so don’t delay register your interest today, 
event details are shown on the flyer at the end of the newsletter.. If we work together we can achieve our goals together. 
Thank you all.

The MCF is here to help if you think they may be able to help you or someone you know please make the call to the MCF 
enquiry line: 0800 035 60 90 or contact your Almoner or Benevolent Representative. All enquiries are confidential.

2018 Great North Run
This year we were supported by 12 runners who took on the iconic half marathon. The orange glow was 
coming from the Masonic Charitable Foundation running shirts worn by the Durham Freemasons running 
for that very cause. All of our runners safely completed the 13.1 miles in the warmer than expected 
September day. Big shout out and thanks to Kevin Howell and his family for opening their home today to 
our runners and many others who need refreshment after the run. Well done and thank you.

George has done it!
Just an update on the story we covered in our last 
newsletter, the walk went really well. George was 
supported along the way by his son, daughter and 
grand-daughter, along with Bro. Mike Cockerton, 
who walked with them up until Souter Point . The 

walk distance was 8.5 miles, and was completed in 
3 hours 30 minutes. George Malt is a member of 
Lodge of Loyalty No. 8635 in the Province of 
Durham, and have been since March 1991. George 
has raised in excess of £1000, thank you to 
everyone who supported him.

The Grand Raffle
Time is running out to get your ticket with a 
chance to win £5,000. If you attend the 
Promotions meeting tickets will be on sale and 
the raffle will be drawn on the night. So an extra 
special reason to attend our ever popular 
Christmas Party/ Promotions evening.

Could I urge every lodge if you haven’t already to 
return your ticket stubs and cheques to Andrew 
Foster ASAP.

Thank you Sir
An absolute pleasure for our Festival Director John 
Thompson to present an extra special certificate 
of appreciation to our outgoing Festival President 
Norman Eric Heaviside for his commitment and 
support to the 2021 RMTGB Festival. well done Sir, 
thank you and enjoy your retirement.

Royal and Select
The Annual District Meeting of the Order took 
place on Saturday 1st September 2018 at the 
Masonic Hall, Gateshead commencing at 11 am. 
This was the first annual meeting of the District 
Grand Master  after his Installation last September

An impressively full lodge room, witnessed an 
excellent meeting including an appearance by the 
Provincial Grand Master, RWBro Norman Eric 
Heaviside who gave a short talk on the progress of 
the 2021 Festival to date. Many congratulations to 
all of those Companions who received or were 
promoted to District Grand rank. The festive board 
following the meeting saw 112 Companions enjoy 
an excellent lunch at which the District Grand 
Master presented a cheque to the Provincial Grand 
Master for £750.00 to go towards the 2021 
Festival.
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Time to say Thank you

Festival Supporter evenings
In October we have the first of our 4 supporter evenings. Eanred, Eardulph, 
Willington and Elvet Lodges hosted many of our 160 brethren, family and 
friends to allowed the Festival Team to say a huge thank you to all those 
individuals who took time out to train and take part in our challenging events. 
Here is a few pictures from the events with so many smiling faces.

Many Thanks
These are just some of the very generous 
donations we’ve had since the last newsletter. 

Aycliffe Lodge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4000

Old Barnardians lodge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £3000

Clarence lodge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2462

Universities Lodge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2353

Lodge of Loyalty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1,777

Royal & Select Masters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £750

Durham Lodge of Installed Master . . . . . . . £750

Aclet Lodge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £750

Old Dunelmian Lodge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £500

Roger De Fery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £375

Northumberland Masonic  

Demonstration Team  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £300

Vale of Tees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £275

Have you thought about 
making a Will?
The new updated MCF 'Will Making Guide' has just 
arrived. Free copies can be ordered by emailing 
legacy@mcf.org.uk or can be downloaded from 
the MCF website https://mcf.org.uk/legacy   

Why a Will is important
A practical guidance on the decisions you need to 
make and information about The Goodwill 
Partnership who offer a discounted will writing 
service to freemasons and their dependants

The Assistant Grand Master came to visit 
At the annual Installation of Universities Lodge in Old Elvet, Durham, the brethren of the lodge were 
honoured to be joined by the Provincial Grand Master John Arthur and Sir David Wootton, the Assistant 
Grand Master. The distinguished guests were warmly welcomed into the lodge by George Anthony Gibson, 
before witnessing an absolute first class ceremony installing the new Master, Christopher Watson.

On the second rising, John Arthur was pleased to receive a cheque for £2352 from the newly installed 
Master, towards the 2021 festival; in return John formally presented Universities lodge, with its Silver 
Award Certificate, recognising the Lodge’s achievement so far. This was followed by Charity Steward, Les 
Annis being presented with a Silver Award badge to wear on behalf of the members

MCF make a £1,000,000 
commitment to the Lonely
Through our Later Life Inclusion grants, we are 
supporting charities that help people to overcome 
barriers to actively participate in society in their later 
years.

These grants will help people in who face social 
isolation or loneliness due to reasons such as 
financial hardship, care responsibilities, a decline in 
physical or mental health, or life transitions including 
retirement or bereavement. Our support will help to 
provide a range of services to support the physical 
and emotional needs of people as they age, including 
community-based programmes and access to 
healthcare, transport and technology.

Find out more by following the link
https://mcf.org.uk/impact-later-life/
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The Durham 2021 Festival has 4 awards, Bronze, Silver 
and Gold with a special Platinum Award for Lodges who 
achieve 130% of the Lodge’s 2021 Festival target.
The Platinum Award is also the PGM’s Special Award.  The Festival target amount is based on the 
membership of each Lodge as stated in the 2016-year book. It is also worth noting that the 2021 Festival 
was launched at the Sage in Gateshead on Sunday 24th January 2016, a mere 2 years and 9 months ago.

Bronze Awards
Well done to St Andrews
The Worshipful Master’s Representative Bill Baty had the very pleasing duty to present the latest bronze 
award to St Andrews Lodge to recognise their continuing efforts in supporting our festival for the 
Masonic Charitable Foundation.

Well done to Vane Lodge
West Area Festival Director Bill Hobson had a similar pleasing duty to make a surprise visit to present 
the bronze award to Vane Lodge to recognise their continuing efforts in supporting our festival for the 
Masonic Charitable Foundation.

Silver Awards
Aycliffe Lodge Celebrate 40 years with a special surprise
AsstProvGM and festival Director John Thompson took a trip to Ferryhill for an evening with Aycliffe 
Lodge helping them celebrate their 40th anniversary. They did so by donating the incredible sum of 
£4,000 to our festival for Masonic Charitable Foundation. It was a pleasure for John to Present Robbie 
Davison with the silver award badge. The lodge is now 90% towards their target . Well done everyone at 
Aycliffe.

Its Silver for Palmer lodge
The Provincial Senior Grand Warden, Gavin Rowell, had a very pleasant task at the final Installation of 
Palmer Lodge No.9255 in Hebburn. In recognition of the lodge achieving 66% of its 2021 Festival target, 
he had the great pleasure in presenting Michael Graham, the lodge’s Charity Steward, with a silver Festival 
pin badge.

Willington Lodge
Lots to celebrate at Willington Lodge as the father and son duo Geoffrey and Stephen Austin helped the 
lodge to hit the silver target with their 3 peaks adventure this year. John also presented a supporter medal 
to our canoeist John Marshall. John then acknowledged lodge Charity steward Tommy Foster for his 
outstanding work leading the lodges fund raising activities by presenting him with the silver pin.

Bede College Lodge
Many congratulations to Bede College lodge who have donated 66% of their target and now hold the 
silver award. Well done.

Crowley Lodge
Great pleasure for PAPGM John Watts presenting the silver award to Crowley Lodge Charity Steward Alex 
Mathieson on their magnificent achievement. But there was no rest for Alex or John as only  a few days 
later they took part in the Muddy Mayhem.

Gold Awards
St Lawrence Lodge
Many congratulations to the brethren of St Lawrence lodge who have blasted through their festival 
target. Many of the brethren took part in our sponsorship events this year which leave them very close 
to platinum. Our new AsstProvGM Michael Graham had the pleasure to present the gold pin to charity 
steward Michael McTavy. 

Peace & Unity
AsstProvGM Craig Steele made the trip to Queen Street in September to visit Peace & Unity Lodge to 
present the WM with the Gold target award certificate to acknowledge the amazing work of the lodge 
and Charity Steward Robin Middleton. Craig acknowledge that the lodge had reached the milestone in 
double quick time with the Festival only just passing the half way mark.

Aycliffe Lodge

Willington Lodge

Bede College Lodge

Crowley Lodge

St Lawrence Lodge

Peace & Unity

Palmer lodge
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Trafalgar Evening at Lodge of Loyalty

Heugh Lodge

Nautilus  Lodge make it Number 12 
To celebrate this and, present the first Lodge in Queen Street to reach this milestone, the Provincial 
Grand Master, John Arthur made his way to Nautilus Lodge on Saturday 20th October.

The evening was a double celebration for the Nautilus brethren, as Ian Wardle ( the lodge charity 
Steward and Hall Ambassador) was installed as the Master of the Lodge on a special celebratory 
evening. 

Festival Director John Thompson also add his personal thanks for the hard work done by Ian and the 
brethren of Nautilus.

A Golden Night at Heugh Lodge
On  19th September 2018 at the Installation meeting of Heugh Lodge No.7773 in Hartlepool, the Heugh 
brethren welcomed the Assistant Provincial Grand Master Stephen William Walker, to their meeting.

After witnessing an excellent Installation Ceremony, which saw Steve Craven installed into the Chair of 
the Lodge, Stephen then had the great pleasure in presenting the Lodge with its Durham 2021 Festival 
Gold Award.

Stephen praised the members of Heugh Lodge for achieving its Gold Award and then formally presented 
the Lodge with its Durham 2021 Festival Gold Award in recognition of the Lodge reaching its festival 
target. 

Stephen then presented S J Lowe, the Charity Steward of the Lodge, with a Durham 2021 Festival Gold 
Pin badge in recognition of all of his and the Lodges work. He then highlighted the Festival, with its 
total fund currently standing at £2.1m.

Another Golden evening in Sunderland  

At the recent meeting of Lodge of Loyalty No. 8635 in Queen Street, Sunderland the brethren welcomed 
the Assistant Provincial Grand Master, Simon Craig Steele, to its annual Trafalgar evening.  It was also a 
special evening in the Lodge as the Lodge had reached its 2021 Festival target.

Craig had the great pleasure in presenting the Lodge with its Gold Festival Award in recognition of the 
Lodge reaching 100% of its Festival Target (£22,896).  Craig praised the Lodge members for their 
fantastic achievement, before presenting Farley Downs, the Master of the Lodge, with a framed 2021 
Gold Festival Certificate.

Craig then asked George Malt, the Lodge’s Charity Steward, to step forward so he could present him 
with a Gold Festival pin badge.  Craig praised George for all of his hard work and congratulated the 
Lodge as they have 47% of its membership signed up to the Just Giving scheme.  George thanked Geoff 
Lewis, the previous Lodge Charity Steward, who did so much of the work in achieving this award.

George then had the great pleasure in presenting Craig with 3 cheques:  £508 from a Lodge Social, £414 
from the Festival Smarties tubes and £855 from a Sponsored Walk that George undertook.  In total the 
magnificent total of £1,777!  Craig certainly wasn’t expecting that and he very graciously accepted the 
cheques.

Platinum Award

Are you one of the 200 
brethren who have 

given generously but 
have just fallen short of 

the qualifying figure?
If you would like to know exactly 
how much you have given please 

contact our festival secretary 
paul.quinn@durham2021.org .



3 Peaks Ski Challenge : 50+ places
7th July 2019 > Cost  £20
The Challenge: ski or snowboard the height of one 
of three iconic mountains at Silksworth Ski Slope.

Choose your mountain based on your experience:

• Mount Everest which is 56 descents
• Mont Blanc 31 descents 
• Ben Nevis with just 9 descents
Friends and family welcome (minimum age 8+). You 
will need some ski experience, although training can be 
arranged before the event at the cost of £50 for 8 x 1hr 
sessions. Contact paul.quinn@durham2021.org

Dragon Boat Racing : 18 places per boat
Sept 2019 > Date & Cost TBC                     

The idea is for us to put a team of 18 into a 
boat. This could consist of masons, friends and 

family. Each person would have their own 
sponsorship page to raise funds for the Festival. 

If we have lots of interest we may enter two 
boats. Why don’t you try to fill a boat with 

lodge members or even from a Masonic Hall. 
You could even challenge another lodge.

For updates and to register your interest
contact: paul.quinn@durham2021.org

Do not enter your team through the website
Competition website: www.teesdragonboatfestival.co.uk.

Great North Run : Book your own places
8th Sept 2019 > Cost £58                      
This year we will be encouraging brethren and 
their friends and families to take on this world 
renowned half marathon once again. 

We recommend registering for a place in the 
public ballot which usually opens in January.

Sign up to the reminder service:
www.greatrun.org/great-north-run

Muddy Mayhem : Book your own 
place

29th Sept 2019 (proposed date TBC) 
Cost £40                     

This year 35 masons and their families took on the 
5km, 40 obstacle course in Hardwick Park in Sedgefield 

comprising of cargo nets, climbing walls, water challenges, 
mud and much more mud.

This is a public event and open for all to enter 16 years+.
This is no walk in the park.

For updates and to register your intertest contact  
paul.quinn@durham2021.org

Great Glen Canoe Trail : Sold out!
24th May - 26th May 2019                     

Preparation and planning are well under way for a 
contingent of 10 brothers (and one sister ! ) to 
navigate the Great Glen Canoe Trail in late May 
2019.

The team have already completed their 
compulsory water safety instruction and are now 
busy preparing their Canadian Canoes, kindly 
loaned by the Durham Scouts at Moor house 
Durham City.

Sponsors to date: North Spas
Event sponsorship enquiries to: paul.quinn@durham2021.org 

Three Province Pedal : 44 places & 6 support
31st May -2nd June 2019 > Cost £150

Gavin, Steve and Brian are back with their next 
cycling challenge, taking a tour across the three 

Provinces of Yorkshire West Riding and Yorkshire 
North and East Ridings and Durham.

What’s Included 
Coach Transport to Start •

Bike Transport to Start line •
2 Nights B&B accommodation •

2019 MCF Cycle Top •
Aching legs, saddle sores and amazing camaraderie •

Contact: gavin.rowell@cmsl-uk.com

Scuba Diving 24hr Challenge : 6-9 places
Date TBC possibly June > Cost TBC
We need a minimum of 6 masonic divers, 9 would be preferable. 
(We have 3 so far)

We have a proposed location, along with offers of 
logistical support and safety divers. Divers must be 
a minimum of Open Water qualified with drysuit 
experience, and ideally have access to their own 
equipment.

If you are interested please get in touch 
with Lloyd Pickering at 
lloyd@lloydpickering.com

Grand Auction
1st April - 29th November 2019                                                    

We are looking for generous donations of money 
cant buy prizes. If every lodge could give at least 
one prize then I’m sure it will be a great success. 

The proceeds from every prize sold will be credited 
equally between the prize-donating lodge and the 

nominated lodge of the prize winner.

If you have a prize or an idea please contact
Andrew Thompson our Auction organizer

 info@compost-uk.co.uk

Participate, support or sponsor.
Please support our Festival Challenges however you can.

SCUBA CHALLENGE




